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UofL Sustainability Council
FY 2012-2013 Report

Major Milestones in the e’s Sustainability Initiatives

Justin Mo St for'S ability Initiatives
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We are, therefore, pleased to report that sus atives at UofL are taking shape through a
highly collaborative process involving a wide va nistrators, staff, faculty, students, and members of
the broader community. As such, neither the Sustainability Council nor its committees can claim sole credit for
the accomplishments summarized below. On the contrary, credit belongs to the many people across our
campuses who have been working diligently on these varied initiatives. We exte r sincere thanks to them,
and our deep gratitude to the many dedicated indiv s volunteering their timelz-ﬂl talents to serve on the
Council and its commi
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Rankings & Awards

o UofL received a new STARS Silver rating (58.29 points) from the Association for the Advancement
of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE), increasing our overall rating 8.18% and giving UofL the
highest STARS rating in Kentucky. (Feb. 2013)

e We also improved our overall score by nearly 11.5% in the Sierra Club's Cool Schools ranking
(from 510.89 in 2012 to 625.74 in 2013, out of a possible 1000). UofL continues to hold the top position
in the state, ranking 53rd out of 162 schools nationally. (Aug. 2013)

o UofL received the Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection’s 2013 Resource
Caretaker Award at the 37th Governor’s Conference on Energy & the Environment in Lexington, KY.
(Sept. 2013)
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Commitment to a Sustainable Future. It's Happening Here. louisville.edu/sustainability


http://louisville.edu/sustainability/
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/sustainability-council/ratings-rankings.html
http://stars.aashe.org/institutions/university-of-louisville-ky/report/936/
http://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/201309/coolschools/complete-rankings.aspx
http://php.louisville.edu/advancement/ocm/news/release.php?relid=2232
http://php.louisville.edu/advancement/ocm/news/release.php?relid=2232

Education / Awareness / Behavior Change

e The Council launched a new Eco-Reps Program for peer-to-peer sustainability education and
advocacy across the university, along with new professional development programs in sustainability.

¢ RecycleMania 2013: UofL finished first in the state in Waste Minimization and 20th out of 168
nationally; finished 2nd in the state in the Grand Champion category and 37th out of 274 nationally,
with an overall Recycling Rate of 48.87% during the 8-week competition Feb. - March, 2013.

e Recent Sustainability Events: Welcome Week SOUL sustainability projects, Car-Free Trip to Farmers’
Market, Involvement Fair, Pedal with the President; PARK(ing) Day; Ecologist Diana Wall lectures; Solar
Decathlon Open House; Local Food/Local Fuel authors; Rain Gardens Workshop; Sustainable City
Series: Tactical Urbanism (plus Block Party & Salon); Renewable Energy and Environmental Stewardship
- Uofl in Atlanta; Prescription Drug Toss; Louisville Bike Month Challenge; Spring Sustainability Week;
Campus Conservation Nationals; etc.

e  Our latest Model Gree i Green Office based on student
designs which receivec
e Our energy-savings p¢
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e Uofl's Gray Street Farmers' Market beg es of weekly 20-minute mini-workshops for
2013 to educate consumers about sustainable food, eating, and farming.

¢ Belknap experimented with a new weekly mobile farmers' market (The Root Mobile) for walk-

up purchases and special deliveries in the University Club Parking Lot, Thursdays 3-5pm mid-June

through October.
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25% (summer 2013), with more
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ummer 2013 by student!ff and faculty The Urban
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¢ We reduced our annual waste generation by over 1.5 million pounds (18.3% reduction from
2011), and increased our overall landfill diversion rate to 41.3%.

¢ UofL increased food waste composting 66% and our community composting program expanded to
capture more food waste from area sources and provide free organic fertilizer to campus and
community projects.

e The Sustainability Council formed a new Solid Waste Reduction Committee which is finalizing a
Zero Waste Plan for UofL.

e UofL opened a permanent Free Store in fall 2013, for the on-going exchange of clean, durable items
like clothing, electronics, school supplies, furniture, and more. The store is run by student volunteers
and is open to all UofL students and employees on Fridays afternoons in the basement of Unitas Hall.
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http://louisville.edu/sustainability/operations/eco-reps/eco-reps.html
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/finance-outreach/human-resources.html
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/past-events.html
http://www.facebook.com/events/616491555061705
http://parkingday502.org/
http://wp.natsci.colostate.edu/walllab/
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/6907256791/?ref=enivtefor001&invite=MzY2NzA1OS9qdXN0aW4ubW9nQGxvdWlzdmlsbGUuZWR1LzA%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&utm_term=attend&ref=enivtefor001
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/6907256791/?ref=enivtefor001&invite=MzY2NzA1OS9qdXN0aW4ubW9nQGxvdWlzdmlsbGUuZWR1LzA%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&utm_term=attend&ref=enivtefor001
http://www.facebook.com/events/605243922826966/
http://www.uoflalumni.org/?sid=1157&gid=1&pgid=1716&cid=2902&ecid=2902&ciid=6337&crid=0
http://www.uoflalumni.org/?sid=1157&gid=1&pgid=1716&cid=2902&ecid=2902&ciid=6337&crid=0
http://louisville.edu/uofltoday/campus-news/pjcs-to-be-drug-toss-site-saturday
http://greenlightride.com/competition/view_challenge/221/
http://www.facebook.com/events/425615347532177/
http://www.competetoreduce.org/about/
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/operations/buildings-energy.html
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/operations/model-green-rooms.html#section-2
http://louisville.edu/uofltoday/campus-news/energy-saving-project-outpaces-its-goals
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/operations/food.html
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/operations/food.html#gray-street-farmers-market
http://louisville.edu/sphis/gsfm/20-20-talks.html
http://louisvillerootcellar.com/rootmobile/
http://louisvillerootcellar.com/rootmobile/
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/operations/garden-commons.html#section-1
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/operations/garden-commons.html#section-1
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/operations/recycling.html
http://www.facebook.com/UlFreeStore

Research

e The Council launched a new Sustainability Scholars Roundtable program to facilitate networking
and collaborative, interdisciplinary work and grant-seeking amongst faculty, staff, and graduate
students engaged in research related to sustainability.

Transportation

¢ Now in its 2nd year, the Earn-A-Bike Program has attracted 1550 UofL students, faculty, and staff
willing to give up their right to a parking permit for at least two years. 800 of these have received $400
bike shop vouchers after turning in any current permits and receiving mandatory training in bike safety
and transportation cycling.
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Find out more about these and many other alnability initiatives at our Uofl Sustainability website:
louisville.edu/sustainability

systain.
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http://louisville.edu/sustainability/education-research/research.html
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/education-research/scholars.html
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/operations/transportation.html
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/operations/earn-a-bike-program.html
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/operations/bikeshare.html
http://sharepoint.louisville.edu/sites/provost/Sustainability/Shared%20Documents/Sustainability%20Policies+Plans/UofL%20No%20Idling%20Policy%20%28approved%20by%20Council%2011-22-10%29.pdf
http://louisville.edu/sustainability/

