Course Syllabus

SEX, GENDER, AND SOCIAL CHANGE

Wednesdays, 3:00 – 4:15 p.m.

Fall 2008

Locations: HUM 101 (for discussion meetings)

and Chao Auditorium, Ekstrom Library (for lectures)

Co-listed course:

Course number:

Instructor:

Office hours:

Office location:

Phone:

Email:


SCHG 399-01

Avery Kolers

MW 11:30 – 12:30,

F 11:00 – 12:00 

HUM 314

852-0453

akolers@louisville.edu

WGST 394-01

Nancy Theriot

M 2-3,

Th 2:30 – 4:30

Gardiner 331

852-8160

nancyt@louisville.edu
This course is built around the fall, 2008 Women’s & Gender Studies/Social Change Lecture Series, which focuses on the theme “Sex, Gender, and Social Change.” During the semester, you will attend the five lectures in the series, do a preparatory reading for each lecture, participate in a discussion following the lecture, and complete short writing assignments based on the lectures and readings. In off-weeks we will also discuss occasional readings on a related topic. 

WGST 394 is an elective within the Women’s & Gender Studies program. SCHG 399 is one of the capstone courses in the Social Change minor (the other is SCHG 401 Community Internship), and as such it is required for SCHG minors. The course is, however, open to anyone. Each year these courses have different general topics, and feature speakers from the University community and beyond. You may repeat them for credit when the topic changes. WGST 394 will next be offered, with a different topic, in fall 2009. SCHG 399 will next be offered in spring 2010.

The course is organized around a series of public lectures to be held in the Chao Auditorium. Other weeks we will meet in HUM 101 for discussion.

Your Obligations

1. Attendance

2. Do all assigned readings, both for lectures and for off-weeks when we have reading assignments. Readings will generally be circulated in class and/or made available on Blackboard in advance of the relevant lecture.

3. Each time we have new readings assigned – marked with an “*” in the schedule – come to class prepared with three questions based on the readings. You are not required (though you are of course permitted) to ask these questions aloud.

4. The week after each lecture, submit a short essay (2-3 pages, typed, double-spaced) that discusses one significant idea introduced in the reading/lecture

5. On the last day of class, submit a 4-6 page paper (typed, double-spaced) that either a) revises and expands one of your short papers; b) offers a detailed and critical answer to a significant question that arose during the semester; or c) compares the ideas introduced in two or more of the lectures/readings in the series.

On submitting assignments

All written work should be typed and double-spaced with normal margins & font (usually 1-inch margins and 12-point font). You may submit all work except (3) above online. If you do so, you should send it as an email attachment from your U of L address (or from Blackboard, which amounts to the same thing).  Always cc yourself to ensure that attachments are indeed attached, and keep the email at least until the end of the semester. If there is any confusion about how many assignments, etc., you have submitted, we will need to see not only the assignment itself but the date stamp on your email. This is good advice for those who hand things in on paper, too: always keep a copy, and keep the assignment even after we return it. If you submit hard-copies of assignments, please submit two copies.

Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the relevant date, except for (3) above, which are due at the end of class. Assignments are considered late after 15 minutes and are penalized one letter grade per school day late.

Assessment:

Lecture attendance:
Attending all lectures is a necessary condition of success in this course. 



Each unexcused absence from a lecture will result in a penalty of one letter 


grade for the semester.

Participation (10%):
Attending all discussion meetings is also required. Each unexcused 



absence from discussion = 1 point off attendance. Other participation 



grades are based on contributions to discussions both at lectures and at 



discussion meetings.

3 Questions (20%):
Questions will be evaluated out of 5 points each time: one point for each 



question, and two points left over for quality/perspicacity.

Short essays (30%):
Each essay is to be graded out of 10. Grading will consider your ability to 


synthesize lecture and reading and your ability to critically reflect on main 


themes.

Final essay (40%):
Your essay should reflect familiarity and engagement with the readings 



from the entire semester and should also bring out some serious critical 



reflection of your own.

Required Readings

There is no textbook for this class. Readings will be made available on Blackboard and/or in class meetings.

Students with Disabilities

The University of Louisville is committed to providing access to programs and services for qualified students with disabilities. If you are a student with a disability and require accommodation to participate and complete requirements for this class, notify one of the instructors immediately and contact the Disability Resource Center (Robbins Hall, 852-6938) for verification of eligibility and determination of specific accommodations.

Schedule

8/27
Introduction

9/3
Discussion meeting


Reading: TBD *

9/10
Lecture: Mary Hawkesworth, “War as a Mode of Production and Reproduction: A 
Feminist Analysis”


Reading: To be provided on Blackboard*

9/17
Discussion of Hawkesworth lecture


Short essay on Hawkesworth due


No new reading

9/24
Lecture: Julie Peteet, “Dressing to Reveal and Conceal in the Middle East”


Reading: To be provided on Blackboard*

10/1
Discussion of Peteet lecture


Short essay on Peteet due


No new reading

10/8
Lecture: Kaila Story, “Racializing Homonormativity: The Metaphorical and Lyrical 
Blackface Performance of Shirley Q. Liquor”


Reading: To be provided on Blackboard*

10/15
Discussion of Story lecture


Short essay on Story due


No new reading

10/22
Celebration of WGST & SCHG internships


No new reading – refreshments served – bring a friend

10/29
Lecture: Anne Caldwell, Dewey Clayton, Jasmine Farrier, and Sam Marcosson, “Sex, 
Gender, and the 2008 Elections”


Reading: To be provided on Blackboard*

11/5
Discussion meeting


Short essay on election panel due


No new reading

11/12
Discussion meeting


Reading: TBD*

11/19
Lecture: AJ Moorman and others, “Title IX and Gender Equity in Sports”


Reading To be provided on Blackboard*

11/26
Thanksgiving Break: No meeting

12/3
Concluding discussion meeting


Short essay on Moorman due


No new reading

12/11
Final papers due 2:30 p.m.

