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Let t er F r om t h e D ir e c t o r

Greetings!
It is with great pride that we present the report on the 2015-2016 academic year at UofL
Women’s Center. Our staff and student workers did a tremendous job engaging and
enriching the lives of students on campus and in the community.

Valerie M. Casey
Director

The Women’s Center served as the adviser for three student organizations on campus
and our gathering area was often overflowing with students working on projects. Our
programs are also gaining attention for their quality and attendance continues to grow!
This year the Human Trafficking Awareness Conference had over 300 people in
attendance and was promoted on three television stations!
We are thrilled with the increased engagement with our student parents on campus and
the success of our new Angel Tree program. Through the generosity of UofL
employees we were able to provide gifts for eighteen children. This program will
definitely increase in size next year!
We are overjoyed to announce that the Women’s Center was asked to oversee an
endowed scholarship for a single parent. This year we were able make the first award
of $1,000 to a UofL student who graduated in May.
Also new this year is a community outreach project with UofL students. Partnering with
the Office of Student Leadership and Service we hosted a project at the Kristy Love
Foundation for Martin Luther King Day of Service and the Student Outreach Uniting
Louisville (SOUL) Welcome Week activities on campus.
We are excited to report that this year we also had the largest participation in the
Kentucky Women’s Book Festival and celebrated its tenth anniversary.
Please review the many leadership and development opportunities for students which
are featured in the report. For these programs and our
student sponsorships, the Women’s Center raised over
$30,000. We are overwhelmed with gratitude and want to
say a special thank you to everyone who supported and
collaborated with us. Thanks you to all!
All the best,
Valerie
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Who We Are
The UofL Women’s Center serves as a catalyst for empowering women at UofL and
throughout the Louisville area. The Women’s Center comes under the purview of the
Office of the Vice Provost for Diversity and International Relations.
The University of Louisville strives to foster and sustain an environment of inclusiveness that empowers us all to achieve our highest potential without fear of prejudice or
bias.
The University of Louisville Operational Definition of Diversity is:
Diversity embraces all human differences while building on the commonalities that bind
us together. It serves to eliminate discrimination, marginalization, and exclusion based
on race, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, socioeconomic status, disability, religion, national origin or military status.
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Mission, Motto, Vision and Goals
MISSION

The mission of the Women’s Center is to offer support and resources to
empower women with the goal of promoting an inclusive and equitable
campus community and to develop engaged and compassionate leaders.

MOTTO

Leading Change

VISION

Our vision is that the Women’s Center will be a safe and inclusive place of
connectedness, empowerment and support for our growing multidimensional
society.

GOALS

The Women’s Center carries out our mission through these goals.


Support the vision of the Office of Diversity and International Affairs
particularly as it relates to the multidimensional realities of women’s lives.



Educate university policy makers, students, faculty, staff and community
members regarding issues that affect women.



Assist the University in achieving its retention and graduation goals by
implementing programs that enhance, support and empower women on
campus.



Facilitate student development that affirms students’ identities through
leadership, mentoring and personal and professional development
opportunities.



Support the goals of the University’s 21st Century Initiative to provide a
global perspective to students.

A b ou t

History
Since its inception, the Women’s Center has contributed to the university through grant
funded projects, ongoing programs, and individual stand-alone programs.
The Center has shown leadership in key areas at the University, including securing
external

1993
1999

funding of $1.2 million to establish the PEACC Program and over $96,000 for the KTAP
Program for single parents. Additionally, the Center provides valuable programming on
women’s issues at the University and in the Community.
The Center won funding from the Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest Foundation for the
Louisville American Festival Project, “a nationally recognized coalition of artists and
sponsors who use the arts…to build understanding between diverse people and forge
community alliances.”
The Center won a USDOJ Grant to establish the UofL PEACC Program. Over the next six
years, this funding grew to a total of $1.2 million.

2008

The Center won a grant from the Commonwealth of Kentucky to provide “supplemental
work-study like grants” for UofL students who are recipients of Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families.
The Women’s Center doubled its staff and increased programs and services to students,
and started a Women 4 Women student group and a Student Parent Association.

2009

2013

With the support of the Women’s Center the Women 4 Women Student Group began a
Human Trafficking Awareness Conference for university
and community members now in its sixth year and in 2012
the Women’s Center group founded the first Kentucky
Statewide College Women’s Leadership Conference
The Women’s Center added a global trip focused on
international women’s issues and again increased student
programs to include an International Women’s Day
Celebration, women’s veteran group and a graduate
networking group.
Also starting in 2013 and with the support of the Associate
Dean for Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies the
Women’s Center now has designated office space on the
Health Science Campus serving a new population of
university students, staff and faculty.

2015

AAUW at UofL was established, the first American
Association of University Women student organization in
the state of Kentucky.

A b ou t

Location and Hours of Operation
Belknap Campus
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. EST, Monday through Friday
Address: Administration Annex (Belknap Campus)
University of Louisville, Louisville, KY 40292
We are on the ground floor of the Administration Annex, near the corner of Eastern
Parkway & 3rd Street; not far from the Information Center South (1B).
Phone: (502) 852-8976

HSC Campus
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. EST, Thursday (second and fourth weeks of the
month)
Address: Instructional Building, Suite 120

A b ou t

Our Staff

Valerie Casey
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Women’s
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Director
PROGRAM CORDINATOR

STUDENT WORKERS
Valerie Casey
Women’s Center
Director

O u r A nnu a l P r og r a m s
On August 16, we celebrated the
95th Anniversary of Women
Winning the Right to Vote. To
commemorate the day, we had
voter registration by the Jefferson
County Clerk and a Reenactment
of the Women’s Movement.

WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY
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During our 2015 Women’s Empowerment
Luncheon, we enjoyed a heartfelt speech by
speaker, Sadiqa N. Reynolds, JD, President
and CEO of Louisville Urban League.
Additionally, we recognized the winners of
the 2015 Women's Empowerment Award,
the 2015 Mary K. Bonsteel Tachau Gender
Equity Award, the 2015 Dr. M. Celeste
Nichols Professional Development Award,
and the 2015 Ann T. Allen Endowed
Scholarship.

10TH ANNUAL KENTUCKY WOMEN BOOK FESTIVAL
Photo taken by Tom Fougerousse

The Kentucky Women’s Book
Festival celebrated its 10year anniversary on March 5,
2016 with a full slate of
author presentations, book
signings and opportunities to
mingle with fellow book
lovers at UofL’s Ekstrom
Library.

O u r A nnu a l P r og r a m s
Flyer for the Kentucky Women’s Book Festival

O u r A nnu a l P r og r a m s
Campus Talk offers a
space to openly discuss
current issues that affect
women and other social
issues. In the past year our
topics included:
Female Sexuality




Talking Race, Gender &
Sexuality,
Talking Empire
Beyond Vixens, Hot
Sauce & Drug Lords.
The Reality of Latinos in
the U.S.





A Discussion About the
Singularities of
Traveling as a Woman
Her Issues Are
Everyone’s Issues. A
Look at the Current
Realities of Women



POST-DOC LUNCHEON
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CAMPUS TALK

The Women's PostDoc Lunch on the
Health Science
campus gives women
the opportunity to
enjoy lunch & trivia
while networking with
fellow post-doc and
graduate women.

O u r A nnu a l P r og r a m s
Flyers for Campus Talk

O u r P r og r a m s
Global Trip—May 2015—Morocco
Every year the Women's Center goes on a global trip with a Woman's
Perspective by connecting with women of all cultures, learning about their
history and role in society and exploring issues such as fair trade and human
trafficking.
In May 2015, the Women’s Center travelled to Morocco. View more Photos
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C om m u n it y O u t r ea c h
The Women's Center hosted a
SOUL (Student Outreach
Uniting Louisville) site with 10
incoming UofL Freshmen at the
Kristy Love Foundation - a place
of hope for survivors of human
trafficking. The students and the
survivors made cards full of
encouragement and strength as
well as a colorful wreath to greet
the incoming women.

SOUL 2015

MLK DAY OF SERVICE 2016
The Women’s Center hosted
a group of UofL students at
the Kristy Love Foundation
for a day of fun, service and
empowerment during UofL’s
MLK Day of Service.

Photos from the UofL Women’s Center photo files

O u r S t u d en t G r ou p s

Women 4 Women
Women 4 Women Student Board is dedicated to improving the economic selfsufficiency of women an girls in our community through grant-making and
community collaboration. This is a women's professional board that prepares
women to become leaders on and in the community. The focus of this
board's programs are on health, education, and leadership of women.
In the past year, Women 4 Women had 5 programs with more than 400 in
attendance and received $14,610 in sponsorships and fundraising.

http://louisville.edu/womenscenter/student-groups/women-4-women-student-board
BLACKLIGHT ZUMBATHON
Students ditched the workout and got the party going as they
incorporated dance and Latin music as a fun way to exercise.

Photos from the UofL Women’s Center photo files

SELF-DEFENSE WORKSHOP

Attendees felt empowered as
they learned some basic selfdefense moves.

O u r S t u d en t G r ou p s

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS CONFERENCE
Raising awareness of human trafficking in Kentucky to educate students
and the community about the complex issues of human trafficking and to
encourage the community to take action to prevent it.

O u r S t u d en t G r ou p s
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
On March 8th, we dedicated the day by celebrating women all around the
world with international food, cultural performances, presentations and more!

Photos taken by Tom Fougerousse

O u r S t u d en t G r ou p s

KENTUCKY COLLEGE WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Through interactive workshops, networking sessions, and keynote segments,
attending college women from throughout the state built professional and
personal development.

Photo taken by Tom Fougerousse & UofL Women’s Center photo files

O u r S t u d en t G r ou p s

ALSO IN 2016, WOMEN 4 WOMEN…...


Held monthly meetings with 10-25 attendance at each
meeting including topics on Title IX, Green Dot/PEACC,
and a Cooking Class with Health Promotion



Donated gifts for the Student-Parent Association Angel
Tree Initiative



Collected feminine and personal hygiene products as a
donation to the Kristy Love Foundation



Received $14,610 in sponsorships and fundraising



Two graduated, one undergraduate and one graduate
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O u r S t u d en t G r ou p s

AAUW
American Association of University Women at UofL
The American Association of University Women (AAUW) advances equity for
women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research .
American Association of University Women (AAUW) - UofL, the first AAUW student
organization in Kentucky, prepares women to become leaders on campus and in
the community and take action. The focus of this organization's programs are
women in STEM, pay equity, women in politics and more.

In the past year, AAUW at UofL had 2 programs with more 70 people in
attendance and received $1,700 in sponsorships.
http://louisville.edu/womenscenter/student-groups/american-association-of-university-women-aauw-uofl

START SMART: SALARY NEGOTIATION WORKSHOP
AAUW’s Start Smart program is designed to empower women with the skills and
confidence to successfully negotiate their salary and benefits packages.

O u r S t u d en t G r ou p s

ELECT HER: LOUISVILLE WOMEN WIN
AAUW Elect Her is the only program in the country that encourages and
trains college women to run for student government and future political
office. Past attendees have continued on to run for and win elections in
the University of Louisville Student Government Association.

O u r S t u d en t G r ou p s

Student Parent Association
A Support Organization for University of Louisville Student-Parents to promote
the academic success of the university’s student parents; offer support
services and resources to student-parents who are pursuing a college degree;
and help student-parents learn to balance their personal, social, academic and
professional lives.
During the past year, the Student Parent Association hosted programs such
as:
- Student Parent Association Angel Tree program which ensures that no child
is forgotten during the Holidays.
- Student Parent Visibility Day and Clothing Give A-way which raises
awareness of the increasing number of non-traditional students with children
on campus and gives new or gently used clothing to students for their children.

Photos from the UofL Women’s Center photo files, Tom Fougerousse & UofL TRIO Program

O u r S t u d en t G r ou p s

Women Veterans
The U of L Women’s Center collaborates with the Athena Sisters organization,
a local women’s veterans group, to provide a safe space for learning and
friendship for military women on campus and in the community. The monthly
Women Veteran Lunch N’ Learn Workshop series offers various topics of
interest to military women students, staff and faculty.
Previous workshop topics include:


Family Resources



History of Warrior Women of Kentucky



Tribute to African American Women Veterans



Alternative Healing
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O u r E vent s C a l end a r

O u r E ven t s C a l end a r

O u r E ven t s C a l end a r

O u r E ven t s C a l end a r

O u r N ew s l e t t er s
Women’s Center Newsletter

Students Newsletter

Women’s History Month Calendar

C onc l u s i on

The 2015-16 academic year was another successful year for the
Women’s Center! We continued to engage UofL students, staff,
and faculty, the Louisville community, and, through our online
presence, an international audience. Our success continues to
ensure the equity of women on campus and in the community
as well as the success of all students at UofL.

UofL Women’s Center Address

UofL Women’s Center 24/7 Worldwide
www.louisville.edu/womenscenter

2309 S. 3rd Street
University of Louisville
Women’s Center
Louisville, KY 40292
Phone: (502) 852-8976
Fax: (502) 852-4389

https://www.facebook.com/uoflwomenscenter
https://twitter.com/UofLWomenCenter
https://www.instagram.com/uoflwomencenter
https://www.flickr.com/photos/uofl/
collections/72157645713294081/

