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  I am an interdisciplinary social scientist. My primary research interests pertain to three areas. First, how do people make decisions about governance and policies, and what motivates people to cooperate, in order to solve difficult societal problems? Second, how do democracies function, and how can democratic governance be improved? Third, how can we promote sustainability and resilience of social and ecological systems? I examine these topics in urban contexts, field settings throughout the world, and in laboratory experiments.
I am currently working on two major, funded projects. The first is a 5-year research grant from the National Science Foundation (Decision, Risk, and Management Sciences) to study the psychological processes involved in societal cooperation. The second is a National Socio-Environmental Synthesis Center project examining the legal and institutional foundations of adaptive governance, decentralization, and democracy in cities and water systems.
Research Interests:  Environmental governance and sustainability, behavioral economics, quantitative and qualitative methods

































  Education
Postdoctoral Researcher, Ostrom Workshop in Political Theory and Policy Analysis, Indiana-Bloomington
Doctor of Philosophy, Social Cognition, Miami University
Master of Arts, Social Cognition, Miami University
Bachelor of Arts, Psychology /Philosophy, Western Kentucky University

































  Courses
UPA 673:  Behavioral Dimensions of Urban Sustainability
UPA 675:  Introduction to Sustainability
UPA 676:  Sustainable Social-Ecological Systems
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  Department of Urban and Public Affairs
University of Louisville
426 W. Bloom Street
Louisville, Kentucky 40208

Email: upa@louisville.edu
Phone: (502) 852-7906
Hours: M-F 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
































  
  
    
      
        
          
          
        
      

    
      
        
          
          
        
      

    
  





 












































  

    
  
    

      

      
        
          
        
        

        
          
            
          
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: ]

            

          

        
          
        

        
      
        
      

    

  


  
















































  

    
  
    

      

      
        
          
        
        

        
          
            
          
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: ]

            

          

        
          
        

        
      
        
      

    

  


  










    

  
  

  


  


      
    


    
    

  