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Sustainability Council charter letter
In 2008, President James Ramsey signed UofL onto the American College & 
aup}kyzp{¡ \ykzpjku{z͂ Osptg{k Ovttp{tku{̱ guj \yv}vz{ _opysk¡ cpsspoungu¢ lvytkj 
the university -wide Sustainability Council, with Barbara Burns as the first Chair.

Photo provided by: Justin Mog 



First Steps with Solar
In Fall 2008, UofL installed the only dual -axis solar tracking array in Kentucky on the roof of Sackett Hall 
at the Speed School. It generates both electricity and hot water.

2008

Photo provided by: Justin Mog 
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`ok uk~ _|z{gpughpsp{¡ Ov|uips x|pirs¡ vyngup¢kj avlX͂z wgy{pipwg{pvu pu {ok lpyz{ 
national Campus Sustainability Day on October 22nd, 2008.

Photo provided by: Justin Mog 

First Campus Sustainability Day



2009
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Dumpster Dive!!
During dumpster dive, GRASS members sorted through hundreds of pounds of 
garbage to find what could have been recycled or composted.

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 



Photo provided by: Justin Mog 
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Dumpster Dive!!
During dumpster dive, GRASS members sorted through hundreds of pounds of 
garbage to find what could have been recycled or composted.



Making Biodiesel with UofLôs Waste Cooking Oil

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

August 18, 2009 - Chemical Engineering professor, Eric Berson, gives inaugural Green Threads faculty 
ivovy{ g {v|y vl opz sgḫ V|z{pu Yvn͂z {opyj jg¡ vu igtw|z̮ `ok hpvjpkzks ~gz |zkj pu {ok igtw|z zo|{{sk̮

2009



Solar Trash Compactors

Photo by: Justin Mog

August 18, 2009 - Former Buildings & Grounds Supervisor, Aaron Boggs, an early champion for 
sustainability, shows off our new off -grid compactor to inaugural Green Threads faculty cohort.

2009



Gray Street Farmersô Market

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2009

avlX͂z ~kkrs¡ tgyrk{ g{ T_O hkngu pu &##- gz gu v|{ykgio wyvnygt vl {ok _iovvs vl \|hspi 
Health and Information Sciences. It continues today, run by Melissa Schreck (right).



Campus Sustainability Day
The Sustainability Day tent in the quad was filled with booths for 
campus and community groups who offered insights in how UofL 
students and employees could live more green. Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2009



Campus Sustainability Day
Free t-shirts: Maggie Peak, left, and Joy Hart, right, of the Sustainability 
Council, gave t-shirts to those who signed a pledge to live more green .

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2009



Campus Sustainability Day
Justin Mog and Kaycee Stone, a UofL student, spoke at the 
G.R.A.S.S. booth at Campus Sustainability Day.

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2009



Campus Sustainability Day
Rainbow Blossom: Summer Auerbach, vice president of operations, spoke 
to UofL students and employees about organic products.

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2009



Healthy Foods, Local Farms Conference
Provost Shirley Willihnganz shares her passion for local food with participants, November 2009.

Wendell Berry was one of the featured speakers.

Photo by: Justin Mog 
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First Green Dorm Room
Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

KIESD director, Russ Barnett, shows off newly renovated room in Louisville 
Hall which was redesigned by Interior Architecture students.

2009



First Steps with Solar

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

On the roof of Burhans Hall on Shelby Campus, UofL installed a solar water heating system in 2009 to 
use the heat of the sun year-round to warm a 120 gallon water tank, reducing natural gas usage for water 
heating at Burhans Hall by as much as 50%.

2009
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uoflnews.com%2Fpost%2Fuofltoday%2F2022-year-in-review-making-an-impact-here-beyond%2F&psig=AOvVaw2WFUVc2yFyP41RL9CyYpsa&ust=1679252204672000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CA8QjRxqFwoTCOiS1YuU5v0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAi


Center for Predictive Medicine at Shelby Campus

Photo by: Brent Fryrear

2010

UofL's LEED Gold CPM houses a 50.4 kilowatt photovoltaic array with 252 panels. At 
the time it was installed in 2010, it was one of the largest rooftop solar arrays in 
Kentucky 



Testing Commuter Bicycles
The UofL Sustainability Council gathered info for a new program that would provide 
free bicycles to students, faculty and staff who don't buy a parking permit for two years. 
36 people helped test and rate possible bicycle models. 

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2010



Testing Commuter Bike Models

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2010

Prior to launching the Earn-A-Bike voucher program in 2012, we explored the idea of 
purchasing bikes to distribute to people willing to give up their UofL parking permits. We 

found that, like everything in sustainability, one size does NOT fit all.



Inaugural Green Threads Faculty Workshop

Photo by: Justin Mog

KIESD Director, Russ Barnett, gives tour of LEED Gold CTR building for the inaugural cohort of
Green Threads: Sustainability across the Curriculum, including Fine Arts professor, Ying Kit Chan.

2010



Garden Commons Groundbreaking

Photo credit: Justin Mog

2010

On March 3rd at the original Cultural Center, we installed the first four raised beds for 
growing food on campus. This was the first project of the new non -profit Louisville 
Grows. Yani Vozos and his band Appalatin provided live music.



Earthfest!
Ogtw|z Tv|zpun͂z _~gw _ovw gssv~kj lvy lykk k iogunk vl z{|ll j|ypun tv}k-out.

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2010



Kentucky Proud!
April 2010 Grand Opening of Kentucky Proud section of Campus Bookstore. 

Larry Owsley and Mitchell Payne at left.
Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2010



So long, coal boiler!
In 2010, UofL stopped burning coal at the Belknap Central Steam & Chilled Water Plant that 

efficiently heats and cools most of our campus. 
On July 30, 2010, we sent our 30-ton coal boiler to the recycler and the air got cleaner!

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 
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Single-Stream Recycling Roll-Out
In 2010, UofL began rolling out a new single-stream recycling system that allowed us to collect 
all types of plastic, metal, paper, cardboard, and glass in the same bins. Desk-side bins were 

converted to recycling and green mini -bins were deployed for landfill trash.

2010

Photo by: Justin Mog



Campus Sustainability Day Fair 

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

UofL and community organizations gathered in the Humanities Quad on Oct. 20th for the 
3rd annual Campus Sustainability Day Fair, which continues today as part of an expanded 
Sustainability Week. 

2010



Tap Water Challenge
Students and staff in the Humanities building put their taste buds to the test. The aim was 
to present the facts about bottled water vs. tap water that often get lost in marketing 
campaigns. Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 
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Clinical & Translational Research Building 

Photo by: Branden Klayko

LEED Gold: New Construction

2010



Group Recycling And Sustainable Solutions
Student volunteers with GRASS participated in an Ohio River clean up.  

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 
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Duthie Center for Engineering
avlX͂z vus¡ XQQP Gold Renovation (of the former Kersey Engineering Library).

Photo sourced from: VBNA Architecture

2010

https://vbnarchitects.com/?portfolio=uofl-duthie-center-for-engineering


Climate Action Plan
Ml{ky zpnupun {ok Mtkypigu Ovssknk ̔ aup}kyzp{¡ \ykzpjku{͂z Osptg{k Ovttp{tku{ pu &##,̱ avlX 

released its first Climate Action Plan in September 2010 with a first goal of reducing carbon 
emissions 20% by 2020. A decade later, we had cut emissions by 35%!!

2010



The Alternative Transportation Fair Oct. 19 
part of Sustainability Week at UofL. 

Justin Mog offered free bike tuneups.
Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 
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The Alternative Transportation Fair
TARC representatives provided students with 
bus routes and bus riding information . 

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2010
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https://groupprojects.org/2021/11/07/welcome-to-the-cobweb-mentoring-site/


Thank you:

Green Threads and Green Tapestries

participants through the years!



UofL receives Silver STARS Rating for the First Time!
UofL announced on Jan. 24th that it has qualified for a Silver 
designation in the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and Rating 
System (STARS) developed by the Association for the Advancement of 
Sustainability. Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2011



Garden Commons Expansion

Photo credit: Justin Mog

2011

In June 2011, with funding and volunteer support from Akzo Nobel, the Garden 
Commons expanded to include 10 raised beds, a greenhouse, outdoor classroom, mini 
orchard, and rain barrels.



World Car-Free Day
The UofL Sustainability Council celebrated World Car-Free Day with 
special activities at the Red Barn, including free bike tune -ups by Justin 
Mog. Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2011



Sustainability Day Oct. 19
UofL celebrated Sustainability Day with a fair highlighting sustainability at UofL 
and in the community. 

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2011



Sustainability Day Oct. 19
Stephen Cotton, assistant director of University Planning Design and Construction, holds
one of the LEED awards UofL has received for incorporating green design into its 
buildings. Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2011



UofL receives Tree Campus USA 
designation for the first time.

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2011

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arborday.org%2Fimages%2Flogos%2Flogo-tree-campus-higher-education-landscape.png&tbnid=uND9Lczsx0ZPVM&vet=12ahUKEwjU9o-9yej9AhV1cTABHUe9CqwQMygAegUIARDBAQ..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arborday.org%2Fprograms%2Ftree-campus-higher-education%2F&docid=jCBb8Xd4VVj08M&w=600&h=342&q=Tree%20campus%20usa&hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwjU9o-9yej9AhV1cTABHUe9CqwQMygAegUIARDBAQ


ELC Green Team
`kgiokyz g{ avlX͂z Qgys¡ Xkgyupun Ogtw|z {g|no{ {okpy z{|jku{z ghv|{ yki¡ispun guj {grpun 
igyk vl {ok Qgy{o̮ Qgio ~kkṟ g {kgioky zkski{kj {oykk iopsjyku {v hk {og{ ~kkr͂z Sykku 
Team.

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2011



Stormwater Infiltration System
The Grawemeyer Oval lawn was renovated (76,368 sf, $153k). 

2011

Photo retrieved from: UofL Sustainability Council

https://louisville.edu/sustainability/finance-outreach/josh-smith-memorial-sustainability-award


Climate Change Teach-in
The 2011 Climate Change Teach-in was a campus-wide event with stations scattered 
around Belknap Campus. Each station focused on a different environmental topic: 
transportation, air, food, water, and energy.

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2011



Composting 
Food and plant waste is composted at the composting site on 
Belknap Campus and at Garden Commons 

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 
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Environmental Justice Tours

Photo by: Justin Mog

KIESD Director, Russ Barnett, takes Green Threads faculty on a tour of
Rubbertown in western Louisville, with a stop at the Lees Lane Superfund Site.

2011



Center for Predictive Medicine

LEED Gold: New Construction

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 
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Thank you:

To all the student interns through the years!



Sustainability Week
_vjk v ovz{kj ̾ckpno {ok cgz{k̿ g{ {ok bpssk Sypss {v zov~igzk p{z ivtwvz{pun wyvnygt̮ Ml{ky 
students ate, they scraped leftovers into a compost bin and the pounds of food waste were tallied. 
The event was also part of World Food Day and annual fair.

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2012



Butterfly Garden at Houchens
Students from REACH helped install a butterfly garden 
that was a key stop on campus sustainability tours. Photo from:  louisville.edu/sustainability

2012



This move-out stuff sale in Miller Hall was a benefit for St. Vincent de Paul.

Lighten Your Load ïCampus Housing

Photo sourced:  Justin Mog

2012



New snack vending machines were installed in 2013 with motion -sensor LED lighting.

UofL began shutting off lighting in campus 
vending machines to save energy.

Photo sourced from:  UofL Operations website

2012



Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Club
Club members worked together to build solar panels to run the greenhouse fans.

2012

Photo provided by: Justin Mog
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School of Medicine
LEED Silver: Interior Construction - 55B Imaging Suite

Photo by: USGBC



Bike to Work Day!
President James Ramsey, left, and Justin Mog, assistant to the provost for 
sustainability, right, led the Bike to Work group on May 10th.

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2012



Green Roofs
UofL officials gathered for a ceremonial planting of the new green roof sprouting on 
the first building at the new Nucleus Innovation Park -Market Street, a subsidiary of 
the UofL Foundation. 

2012

Photo retrieved from: UofL Sustainability Council

https://louisville.edu/sustainability/finance-outreach/josh-smith-memorial-sustainability-award


School of Dentistry

College of Business

Leed Silver: New Construction

School of Dentistry and College of Business

2012

https://us.dental-tribune.com/news/university-of-louisville-school-of-dentistry-is-reaccredited/
https://www.wave3.com/story/18705454/uofl-business-school-addition-includes-green-roof/


More than 40 faculty, staff, students, alumni and friends of UofL spent Friday, Nov. 30th, 
zovwwpun g{ tgu¡ vl Xv|pz}pssk͂z lpukz{ svigss¡ v~ukj h|zpukzzkz vu {ok zkivuj guu|gs 
Holiday Cards Shopping Tour.

Buy Local Shopping Tour

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2012



I love Mountains Day
Students protested at Frankfort for I Love Mountains Day.

2012

Photo provided by: Justin Mog



Building Dashboards
UofL installed real-time energy-monitoring and display technology in four residence 
halls: Unitas Tower, Louisville Hall, Kurz Hall, and Community Park. These online 
Building Dashboards allow residents to get a handle on their energy usage and to get 
real-time feedback about conservation efforts within these residence halls .

Photo sourced from: Luckett & Farley

2012

https://www.luckett-farley.com/case-studies/university-of-louisville-community-park-student-housinguniversity-of-louisville-community-park-student-housing


PARK(ing) Day
GRASS and the Sustainability Council occupied parking spaces in front of Cardinal Towne and 
converted this public land into a public park for a day, with live music provided by Yani Vozos 
and Appalatin. One of several pop-up parking space parks in the city that day.

Photo credit:  Justin Mog
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UofLôs First Geothermal System
Behind Kurz Hall in fall 2012 drilling began on 180 wells tapping the constant temperature of the 
kgy{o jv~u {v (##͂ lvy {ok hgzksvgj okg{pun ̔ ivvspun vl {ok XQQP Svsj _{|jku{ ^ki Oku{ky̮ Mu 
artificial turf now covers the well field.

Photo credit:  Justin Mog

2012
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Flouisville.edu%2Fadmissions%2Fnews&psig=AOvVaw2S71uyvETI0fCNUjOz3by5&ust=1679260508391000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CA8QjRxqFwoTCPCYo7m96P0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


Trash Mob Flash Mob!
EcoReps went viral during  Spring Sustainability Week 2013 with a flash mob trash sorting in 
the midst of a busy lunchtime in the middle of the Red Barn. Angie Carlson helps out.

2013



Urban & Public Affairs 
Horticulture Zone Ground -breaking

Yani Vozos and Patty Sarley remove sod around historic Sir Isaac Newton Apple Tree in May 
2013 to install a garden designed by the Urban & Public Affairs Student Organization.

Photo by: Justin Mog 
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Pedal with the President
President James Ramsey led a group to bicycle commute to Belknap Campus on Aug. 29th. 
Riders left Amelia Place on Longest Avenue in the Highlands. Some went to the Health 
Sciences Center. The ride highlights Ramsey's commitment to UofL sustainability initiatives.

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 
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Pedal with the President
President James Ramsey led a group to bicycle commute to Belknap Campus on 
Aug. 29th.

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2013



PBK Lecture with M. Sanjayan
The Nature Conservancy lead scientist and CBS News contributor M. Sanjayan delivered 
g ski{|yk g{ avlX \op Nk{g Wgwwg ski{|yk vu Ygyio &*{o̮ Tpz {gsr ~gz {p{skj̱ ̾_g}pun Qgy{o 
in the Age of Man: Conservation in a Human-jvtpug{kj cvysj̮̿

2013

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 



Free Store Grand Opening!
Group Recycling And Sustainable Solutions (GRASS) opens 
the new UofL Free Store in Unitas Hall on August 30, 2013.

2013

Photo source: Justin Mog 



Earn-a-Bike Program 
Established in 2012, students, faculty & staff willing to forgo the right to a parking permit for two 
years were eligible to receive a $400 voucher to an area bike shop from 2012 -2016. Vouchers 
were earned after a mandatory training in how to bike commute safely & successfully year -
round. Photos provided by: Justin Mog
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Commemorating the March on Washington
POLS Professor Dewey Clayton speaking, and other POLS faculty in the crowd (David 
Buckley, Tim Weaver (no longer with UofL), now-retired Susan Matarese, and Laura Moyer) 
during an August 2013 event. Photos provided by: Dr. Rodger Payne

2013



Solar Decathlon
UofL competes in U.S. Department of Energy competition, as Team Kentuckiana with Ball 
State and the University of Kentucky to design & build a fully solar -powered, modular 
home called "The Phoenix House." We finished first in the Affordability and Power 
categories!

2013

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 



UofL Improves STARS Rating by 8%!

Score: 58.29

2013



MLK Day of Service
UofL students commemorated MLK Day with community service in west Louisville. 

Photos by Chelsea Ryan, OCM intern at the time.

2013



Nucleus Living Roof
Volunteers from the Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest planted 1,500 native plants and 

lsv~kyz vu {ok yvvl vl `ok Z|isk|z h|psjpun vu Yg¡ &'yj̮ `ok ̾sp}pun yvvl̿ iv}kyz ghv|{ *# 

percent of the rooftop.
Photos provided by: Dr. Rodger Payne
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Model Green Office
David Simpson, Urban and Public Affairs professor and Sustainability Council chair (at the 
time), was the first faculty member to occupy an office renovated entirely with sustainability in 
mind. Photos provided by: Dr. Rodger Payne
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.louisville.edu%2Fabout-uofl&psig=AOvVaw2lslSXcMSVa--K7Bff7ueU&ust=1679335744541000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CA8QjRxqFwoTCKCZmqzL6P0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Thank you:

To all who have served on the

Education & Research

committee! 



Solar Pool Heater 
In spring 2014, UofL installed a 16-panel, 165 MMBtu solar pool heating system on the 
roof of the Ralph Wright Natatorium to tackle the high energy demands of regulating 
the temperature of the largest body of water on campus - our Olympic-size pool!

Photo by: Thomas Fougerousse 

2014



Low-Emission Mowers & Biodiesel
avlX͂z Syv|ujz iyk~ z~p{iokj gss tv~kyz {v skzz-polluting propane in 2011 and in May 2014, 
began a new trial using locally -produced biodiesel to power their diesel machinery and trucks. 
The biodiesel is made from waste cooking oil, some of which is supplied by UofL Dining.

Photos from:  Justin Mog; Greg Schetler

2014


