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DEAR EDUCATORS, PARENTS, AND STUDENTS, 

June is Medication Literacy Month, “Educate Before You Medicate”! Sponsored by Passport 
Health Plan by Molina Healthcare, the U of L Frazier Polypharmacy Program is hosting an Art, 
Essay & Infographic Contest. The contest is open to students in grades 5 through 12 in 
public, private, and home school programs in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  

The contest aims to promote awareness on the importance of Medication Education and to 
inspire students to be a positive advocate for medication literacy with their family and within 
their community.  The competition is an excellent opportunity for middle through high school 
students to showcase their artistic and creative talents.  To have medication literacy, is to 
have essential knowledge and understanding about the medications you use, work with, and/
or interact with.  Without medication literacy, it is difficult to use medications effectively and 
safely yourself or in society.  

We encourage teachers and parents to make this contest a summer enrichment activity. Please 
discuss participation in this contest with your student, providing the opportunity to watch the 
online modules. We encourage students to consider personal experiences or events; conduct 
research on this topic. Students may have conversations with parents, grandparents, godparents, 
other relatives or friends to develop their entries. 

THEME is Educate before you Medicate. Students entering the competition will refer to 
the Medication Education Program’s on-line modules relating to the Medication Literacy 
Checklist for inspiration for their submission. Your work should reflect your understanding of 
one or more of the Medication Literacy Checklist item(s).   For more information, review the 
modules located at www.medicationliteracyday.com

Art, Essay, and Infographics Contest:  
Educate Before You Medicate!  June 1 - July 31, 2021

Safe and effective medication use  
requires the “3Ws” and ““AIM”

What, Why, When, and  
Adverse Effects, Interactions, Monitoring
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(What) is the medication or product name?  

(Why) are you taking the medication?

(When) do you take the medication?

(Adverse Effects) Can you name any side 
effects of the medication? 

(Interactions) Can you describe any  
“drug” interactions? 

(Monitoring) Do you know what to monitor 
when taking this medication?
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GENERAL CONTEST RULES
1. The contest opens on June 1, 2021
2. The deadline for entries to be submitted for the contest is July 31, 2021
3. The contest is open to students in grades 5 through 12
4. Registration is FREE
5. There are three categories: Art, Essay and Infographic. Students may enter all areas of the 

contest, but must submit an entry form with each submission.
6. Entries must be original and not copyrighted by anyone other than the person submitting.
7. Entry files must be sent in pdf or jpeg format. Ideal image sizes are included in each 

category below. 
8. The participants must upload their works to: www.medicationliteracyday.com
9. By entering, participants agree to let U of L Frazier Polypharmacy Program use submitted 

imagines on their website, social media, future exhibits, newsletters, and in press 
releases to local media outlets. Images will be accompanied by information crediting the 
contributor.

10. The judging committee will look for creativity, originality, interpretation of the theme.
11. Prizes:  There will be a 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winner for each division and category, for a 

total of 27 prizes.
12. Winners will be announced on the U of L Frazier Polypharmacy Program website and on 

our social media.  

JUDGING GUIDELINES
1. Each entry will be evaluated and numbered as it advances. Entry forms are removed 

during the judging process to ensure that judging is based solely on the merit of the 
artwork, essay or infographic.

2. Winners will be selected from each division and from each category: Art, Essay and 
Infographic.

3. Students will enter in the following divisions:
- Division 1 - Grades 5-8 
- Division 2 - Grades 9-10 
- Division 3 - Grades 11-12 

4. The decision of the judges is final.
5. Once the judging has been completed, entry forms will be reattached to winning entries.
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ART CONTEST RULES AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
1. Participants must complete an entry form and include it with each submission 
2. Teachers may submit entries for students; however, to qualify, each entry must include a 

completed entry form
3. The participants name, school should not appear anywhere on the artwork
4. The theme Educate Before You Medicate must be part of the artwork, along with the 

category you selected. Pick one or all of the medication literacy checklist item(s) and create 
useful education about medications, or a type or medications, that could help others.

5. Participants must submit an original, unpublished work of art; no tracing or collages
6. Art submissions may be in one or more of the following media: drawing or painting (see #8)
7. Art size: 8 ½ x 11
8. All submissions must be converted to pdf or jpeg format before submitting; scans or 

high quality cell phone images. You may create an electronic drawing/painting or scan or 
photograph a physical painting/drawing.

9.  Artwork will be judged on originality, creativity, design, and interpretation of the theme 
appropriate to entrant’s grade level.

ESSAY CONTEST RULES AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
1. Participants must complete an entry form and include it with each submission 
2. Teachers may submit entries for students; however, to qualify, each entry must include a 

completed entry form
3. The participants name, school should not appear anywhere on the essay pages
4. The theme Educate Before You Medicate must be part of the essay, along with the 

category you selected. Pick one or all of the medication literacy checklist item(s) and create 
useful education about medications, or a type or medications, that could help others.

5. Participants must submit an original and unpublished essay and must be solely the work of 
the student

6. The essay must be typed in 12-point font and double-spaced on 8.5” x 11” document.
7. The essay must be written in the English language
8. The essay must not exceed 2 pages
9. All submissions must be saved as a pdf format before submitting
10. Essays will be judged on content, creativity, originality, conciseness, organization, and 

correct spelling and grammar appropriate to entrant’s grade level. 
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INFOGRAPHIC CONTEST RULES AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
1. Participants must complete an entry form and include it with each submission 
2. Teachers may submit entries for students; however, to qualify, each entry must include a 

completed entry form
3. The participants name, school should not appear anywhere on the infographic
4. Your entry into this contest must include an original infographic of your own design as well 

as an article that describes your infographic to go along with it
5. The theme Educate Before You Medicate must be part of the infographic, along with the 

category you selected. Pick one or all of the medication literacy checklist item(s) and create 
useful education about medications, or a type or medications, that could help others.

6. Participants must submit an original and unpublished infographic and must be solely the 
work of the student

7. The infographic must be written in the English language
8. Width: 1200 pixels
9. Height: Minimum of 1200 pixels; Height can vary depending upon the concept
10. Resolution: Minimum of 72 ppi 
11. All submissions must be converted to pdf, png, or jpeg format before submitting
12. Infographic will be judged on content, creativity, originality, conciseness, organization, and 

correct spelling and grammar appropriate to entrant’s grade level.

For more information, go to www.medicationliteracyday.com or email polypharmacy@louisville.edu

“Students entering the competition will have the opportunity to be a positive advocate for medication 
literacy with their family and within the community. Medication Education is important to all of us.  
The medication education program provides a platform to encourage students to pursue education 
and degrees in the health sciences and public health.” 

   Darrell Griffith, “Dr. Dunkenstein”   
Hall of Fame basketball legend and UofL Alum ‘80. 
Darrell is the serving as this year’s  
Honorary Ambassador. 


