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Dear Journal Publisher,
The University of Louisville deeply appreciates your interest in the scholarship of our faculty and your
commitment to making their scholarship widely available. The enclosed article resulted at least in part
from research and investigation funded by the National Institutes of Health. Dissemination of the article
consequently is governed by the NIH Public Access Policy (http: //publicaccess.nih.gov /policy.htm).
The NIH policy and its statutory foundation require authors of NIH-funded publications:
• to deposit their final, peer-reviewed manuscripts in the National Library of Medicine's PubMed
Central upon acceptance for publication,
•
to authorize PubMed Central to make their manuscripts publicly accessible no later than 12 months
after publication, and subsequently
• to identify and account for PubMed Central deposits in NIH reporting.
Complying with the NIH policy requires authors to grant NIH sufficient rights to satisfy the NIH Public
Access Policy. In order to help UofL authors comply with the NIH policy, you as the publisher and as a
condition of publication will need to include or agree to include at minimum the NIH-proposed language
or its equivalent in the governing publication agreement:

"Journal acknowledges that Author retains the right to provide a copy of the final manuscript to
the NIH upon acceptance for Journal publication, for public archiving in PubMed Central as soon
as possible but no later than 12 months after publication by Journal."
This minimum threshold is necessary for NIH compliance. Your agreement certainly can also allow UofL
faculty to explicitly retain other important rights such as to make copies for teaching, prepare derivative
works, share copies with colleagues for scholarly communication, provide context for presentations,
encourage student exploration, and enrich other scholarly activities in support of their ongoing research
and teaching.
Your existing agreement may allow PMC deposits already or at least provide sufficient rights for authors
to make PMC deposits and comply with the NIH policy. In the alternative, like other publishers, your
publication services may include depositing the manuscript in PMC for authors and then notifying them
promptly of that deposit and the corresponding NIH identification number. In either case, we recognize
that communication between author and publisher is paramount in successful publishing and urge you
to inform UofL authors of your practices to help assure compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy.
We again appreciate your efforts to support compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy. Your help in
sharing your approach with UofL authors and in identifying who within your organization can help them to
achieve compliance with that policy is important to us. We thank you for your consideration and cooperation.

