
Information
Classified or Sensitive Research

Effective
April 19 2010

Number
RES 3 01

Applicability
This policy applies to the University Community administrators faculty staff and
students

Administrative Authority
Executive Vice President for Research and Innovation

Responsible Unit
Office of Research Integrity
300 E. Market, Suite 300, Louisville, KY 40202
Phone: 502-852-2454
Email: exportcontrol@louisville.edu

History
Revision Date(s): July 16, 2013; May 27, 2022 (minor revisions); January 9, 2023
Reviewed Date(s): December 15, 2022
Approved by Compliance Oversight Council - April 19, 2010

Categories

Statement:
The University will not accept or continue research contracts for which the identity of
the sponsor and the purpose and scope of the research cannot be disclosed. The
University must be free to publish the names of the sponsor and principal
investigator, the project title and the award amount.
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Students must be free to pursue knowledge in an open environment. Consequently,
formal academic work by students (coursework, theses, dissertations, etc) shall not
include classified or sensitive research.
Post-doctoral fellows may not participate in classified or sensitive research if there
are any restrictions that would limit their academic progress.
The University does not permit the conduct of programs that have as their sole or
primary purpose the destruction of human life or the malicious incapacitation of
humans.
To fulfill its mission as a tax-exempt academic institution the University must
disseminate the results of research and other scholarly activities. Typically, the
University will decline agreements that prohibit or restrict the right to publish or
release research results. The University, however, may accept agreements that
prohibit or restrict the right to publish or the release of information/research results
inherent in classified or sensitive research when:

1. The restricted results are only a small part of the overall project results or the
sponsoring agency allows publication of non-classified, non-sensitive reports of
research results, subject to their review;

2. The research has academic merit and is compatible with the mission of the
University; and

3. The restrictions on publication do not have an adverse effect on any faculty
personnel action, such as decisions about promotion and tenure, periodic
career review, or contract renewals.

Sponsors of classified or sensitive research projects will finance the unique public
relations, safety and/or security costs, including cost associated with biosafety,
hazardous materials and storage of data required for conduct and security of the
project.

Reasoning:
It is the policy of the University of Louisville to encourage freedom of communication
of ideas and information in all areas of academic endeavor. However, in some
instances, academic inquiry produces results, the full and immediate disclosure of
which would be detrimental to the national security of the United States. In such
cases, it may be appropriate for the University to accept certain limitations on the
conduct and communication of research results. The process by which the University
of Louisville shall accept or continue a research project that produces classified or
sensitive results is included in this policy. Because of the stringent requirements



surrounding classified research, the university generally does not accept such
contracts. This policy covers those rare instances where an exception might be
made on a case-by-case basis.

Definitions:
Classified research is defined as a research project where some or all of the
results must be reviewed by the sponsoring agency for security classification as
defined by the federal government that could restrict the right to freely share the
details of the conduct of or the outcome of the research.
Sensitive Research is defined as a research project where the release or
publication of some or all the results or information about the research project must
be approved1 prior to release or publication by the sponsoring agency or other
governmental entity and thus would restrict the right to freely share the details of
the conduct of or the outcome of the research. Examples include descriptions such
as Sensitive but Unclassified, For Official Use, and contract provisions requiring
compliance with export control laws which limit the sharing of information/controlled
items with foreign individuals (e.g. deemed export) or transfer of that
information/controlled items outside the U.S.

Responsibilities:
Deans, Directors, and Department Heads: Each chair, director or head of
administrative unit shall ensure that all research under his / her direction has been
properly reviewed and approved as required by University policy. Each chair,
director, or head of administrative unit will take all necessary steps to assure that
participation in classified or sensitive research will not adversely affect the progress
of students to degree and post docs or faculty to advance through the academy. In
addition, each chair, director, and unit head has a responsibility to oversee any
classified or sensitive research being conducted in his / her area, to ensure that all
such research is conducted in full compliance with regulatory or statutory
requirements, contractual agreements and university policy and to ensure that the
research remains consistent with the overall mission of the University.
Institutional Officials: University officials, other than chairs, directors or heads of
administrative units, shall ensure that all research under his / her direction has been
properly reviewed and approved as required by University policy and to oversee any
classified or sensitive research being conducted in his / her area and to ensure that
the research remains consistent with the overall mission of the University.



Administrative Offices: The Office of the Executive Vice President for Research
shall be responsible for administering all University research policies, including this
policy. The Executive Vice President for Research, or designee, shall be responsible
for providing annual report on all classified or sensitive projects to University
Community.
VIOLATIONS OF THIS POLICY
Failure of individuals to comply with this policy could result in a range of penalties.
These penalties are outlined in the University's Administrative Sanctions for
Violations of University of Louisville Research Policies. All policies are listed at
https://louisville.edu/research/researchers/policies.
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