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Sally Okun is the Vice President for Advocacy, Policy and 

Patient Safety at PatientsLikeMe in Cambridge, MA. She 

is responsible for the company’s patient advocacy 

initiatives; she participates and contributes to health policy 

discussions at the national and global level; and she is the 

company’s liaison with government and regulatory 

agencies. Sally joined the company in 2008 as the manager 

of Health Data Integrity and Patient Safety overseeing the 

site’s medical ontology including the curation of patient 

reported health data and an ever-evolving Patient 

Vocabulary. Okun developed and manages the PatientsLikeMe Drug Safety and 

Pharmacovigilance Platform. 

 

Prior to joining PatientsLikeMe Sally, a registered nurse, practiced as a palliative 

and end-of-life care specialist and contributed to multiple clinical, research, and 

educational projects in that specialty area. She earned her graduate degree from The 

Heller School for Social Policy and Management at Brandeis University and was a 

National Library of Medicine Biomedical Informatics Fellow in 2010. 

 

Okun is a contributing author to publications, discussion papers and books on patient 

engagement, team based care, patient reported outcomes, and health data sharing in 

social media. 
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