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Music & Medicine
By Jessica Huber, Class of 2014

On two occasions this spring, Dean Edward 
Halperin of the School of Medicine collaborated 
with Dean Christopher Doane of the School of 
Music to organize a “Music & Medicine” luncheon 
at the Health Sciences Campus. Medical students, 
faculty, and staff gathered in the Kornhauser 
Auditorium to enjoy free classical music 
performances by members School of Music faculty 
and to discuss the social and medical relevance of 
the pieces.

When asked about his intentions for the program, 
Dean Halperin explained:

“Medical schools should participate fully in the 
lives of the university…Here at the University of 

Louisville, we have a wonderful School of Music. 
For physicians, music can be a diversion from their 
daily activities, a way of connecting with their own 
inner lives, an entryway into thinking about the 
causes and implications of disease (such as 
Beethoven's deafness), or a clinical and research 
interest (such as the diseases to which musicians 
are subject or to understand the way the brain 
processes music). I simply thought that through a 
medicine and music program, our medical students 
and faculty would enjoy some beautiful music, 
partner with the music school faculty, and do 
something a little different from our daily routines - 
and that that was justification enough [for starting 
the program].”

Both performances were well received by students 
and faculty alike. The Health Sciences community 
looks forward to future “Music & Medicine” 
programs.
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Shaving the Way 
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Submitted by #C?BO %H;=EHOQ +0c 

“My stomach was churning as I 
looked out into a sea of my colleagues. I 
had been relaxed until this point—telling 
everyone that “It’s just hair” and “It’ll be 
back in six months.” Now, all I could think 
about was how I was going to need one of 
those little pink bows that they put on bald 
babies so that you can tell they are girls. I 
remember smiling as big as I could so that I 
wouldn’t cry as I felt what seemed to be 
pounds of hair fall to the floor. Hair can be 
such a big part of a person’s identity, but 
it’s something that many people lose in 
their battle with cancer.” -Emily Gregory. 

On Friday, January 13, 2012 three 
ULSOM MS1 students participated in St. 
Baldrick’s Day. Emily Gregory, Anita 
Allison McNutt, and Tyler Kilgore each had 
their heads shaved to raise money for the 
St. Baldrick’s Foundation, a volunteer-
driven charity committed to funding the 
most promising research to find cures for 
childhood cancers and give survivors long 
and healthy lives. Kosair Children’s 
Hospital in Louisville is one of the many 
institutions nationwide that receives funds 
from St. Baldrick’s. By shaving their heads 
in front of an audience, Emily, Anita, and 
Tyler showed solidarity for children with 
cancer, and raised over $4,000 for the 
Foundation. ULSOM’s Office of Student 
Affairs sponsored lunch for the event. 

Tony Simms, Assistant Director for 
Medical Student Affairs said, ”For many, 
having no hair has never been a thought. 
For some, having no hair is not an option. 
The students’ effort this year really passed 

that message along to their peers.” Simms 
hopes that St. Baldrick’s Day will become 
an annual event at ULSOM. He adds, “As 
the university continues to excel in 
research and strives to enhance the 
medical profession, providing a space for 
an event that has common goals and 
objectives is a small way we can support 
the cause.” 

A few weeks after this event, MS2 
Jordan Bond and faculty member Dr. Steve 
Ellis became shavees as well, raising an 
additional $1,400! 

The successes of this year’s events 
have students and faculty members excited 
to repeat the fundraiser next year. Until 
then, visit www.stbaldricks.org and find 
out how you can volunteer at an event, 
donate money, or be a shavee for the 
cause. 

Photos: (Top) Tyler Kilgore temporarily 
sports some edgy bangs as a representative 
from the St. Baldrick’s Foundation shaves 
his head. Tyler later agreed to “sell” his 
eyebrows, raising an additional $175 on the 
day of the event. (Right) Emily and Anita 
inspect each other’s halfway haircuts.

 HEART: 
Humanism in 

Medicine
 

 

 

You down with P.O.D.? 

At the heart of the medical student 
curriculum is the Program Objectives 

Document (or POD), which details the 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes that students 
will master in their four years as UofL 
medical students. Course directors, faculty, 
residents, and students understand that what 
they are learning or teaching links in some 
way to one or more of the school s 
objectives. Our medical school objectives 
reflect national recommendations and were 
created and approved by the faculty. The 
POD can be viewed at the following website: 

http://louisville.edu/medschool/curriculum/ 
program 
objectives/040810%20POD%20epc%20apprvd% 
20040710.pdf/at download/file 

The UofL program objectives are organized 
around 8 themes and 57 discrete educational 
objectives. The HEART: Humanism in 
Medicine initiative supports several of the 
themes, but is most closely connected to the 
Professionalism and Communication 

Themes.
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