Summer Research Scholar Program

May 26 –July 31, 2026
The Summer Research Scholar Program (SRSP) provides a ten-week summer research experience to rising 2nd-year medical students interested in summer research.  There is a stipend of $4,500-$5,000 (depending on the sponsor of the funding).  The goal of the SRSP is to provide medical students who are interested in research the opportunity to participate in a research project and expose them to the research environment of an academic medical center and the activities of academic physicians and scientists.
Because the SRSP requires an appreciable time commitment to the research project, Summer Research Scholars will not be able to participate in another full-time activity (e.g. domestic or international clinical experience, prematriculation program, other summer job, etc.) during the ten weeks of the SRSP. Participants are not allowed vacation time-off. This program requires a minimum of 10 weeks hands-on laboratory training. Students have three university holidays (Memorial Day, Juneteenth, and July 4th) during the 10-week period. Students may only participate in one summer research program.
Application deadline is February 16, 2026
NAME:    Last _______________________ First ___________________ M.I.  _______
PHONE: (___) __________   E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________
STUDENT ID: ____________

DATE OF EXPECTED MEDICAL SCHOOL GRADUATION: ____________

UNDERGRADUATE SCHOOL(S) AND DATES ATTENDED:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

DEGREE(S) EARNED:  __________________________________________________

MAJOR(S): ____________________________________________________________

MINOR(S):  ____________________________________________________________

Citizenship Status 

US Citizen ________       Permanent Resident ​​​​________     
I understand that the SRSP is a full-time commitment for 10 weeks with no vacation or other time off other than the official University holidays. _________ (Please affirm by your entering initials) 

Briefly describe any research experience you have had prior to entering medical school (undergraduate research projects/thesis work, paid professional work, internships, etc.)  Include a statement summarizing skills and techniques you feel comfortable performing in the laboratory.  Please indicate if you have interests in particular field(s) of medicine or research.
The Distinction in Research (DIR) program is designed to provide students with an opportunity to engage in a research project over the course of their medical school training.  Participants are encouraged to explore, in a meaningful way, the possibility of a career as a physician-scientist or physician with academic interests.  Students who satisfy criteria as determined by the DIR Advisory Committee will receive official recognition by the School of Medicine upon graduation.
· Do you have an interest in participating in the DIR program?    Yes   □  No □  
The NIEHS T35 Training Program at the University of Louisville is a National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences-funded program that provides annual stipends for students engaged in environmental health sciences research. For detailed information about this program, please visit the Summer Environmental Health Sciences Training Program. 
 
· Do you have an interest in participating in the NIEHS program?    Yes   □  No □                                            

· If you have an interest in participating in the NIEHS T35 program, please describe within the space below why and how your future training and/or career plans potentially include environmental health research. 
The NEI T35 Training Program at the University of Louisville is a
National Eye Institute-funded program for students that provides stipend support for students participating in laboratory based research in the visual sciences.
· Do you have an interest in participating in the NEI program?    Yes   □  No □                                            

· If you have an interest in participating in the NEI T35 program, please describe within the space below why and how your future training and/or career plans potentially include research in the visual sciences. 
The Lee Specialty Clinic will provide a research project designed to improve medical care for individuals with intellectual disabilities and conduct research on problems that are unique to these individuals. The SRSP student will interview and examine patients to learn the differential diagnosis, pathology, management, and disease course; prepare a database that summarizes the clinical characteristics of patients at the Lee Clinic; and evaluate the relationship between periodontal disease and HbA1C among the clinic patients.

· Do you have an interest in participating in the Lee Specialty Clinic project? Yes   □  No □                                            

· If you have an interest in participating in the Lee Specialty Clinic project, please describe within the space below why and how your future training and/or career plans potentially include medical care for individuals with intellectual disabilities. 

The Medical Education Research (MedEd Research) aims to understand and evaluate curricular innovations, instructional methods, and the learning environment. 
· Do you have an interest in participating in a MedEd research project? Yes   □  No □                                            

· If you have an interest in participating in MedEd project, please describe within the space below why and how your future training and/or career plans potentially include medical education research.
There are additional research areas listed below. Please choose 3 areas you are interested in and describe within the space below why and how your future training and/or career plans potentially include research in this field. 
· Neuroscience, neurobiology
· Cardiovascular science

· Environmental science

· Infectious Disease

· Immunology

· Cancer- for cancer general oncology or organ of interest

· Molecular biology and Genomics

· Bioengineering

· Public health

· Outcomes and Health services research

· Surgery

· Neurosurgery

· Otolaryngology

· Orthopedic surgery

· Cardiothoracic surgery

· Plastic surgery

· Pediatric surgery

· Psychiatry and mental health

· Spinal Cord Injury

· Pediatrics

· Internal medicine

· Internal medicine subspecialty-please state organ

· Trauma or Critical Care

· Radiation oncology

· Pathology

· Pharmacology

· Bioinformatics

· Anesthesiology

· Dermatology

· Opthalmology

· OB/Gyn

· Neurology-stroke, epilepsy, Alzheimers etc

