
Funding Your Future:
A forum discussing the federal budget 

and the importance of science advocacy 

Featuring Keynote Speaker: 
Rep. John Yarmuth

Friday, August 26th

10:00 am Kornhauser Auditorium

Agenda

10:00 am: Naomi Charalambakis (Graduate 
Student; Society for Neuroscience Fellow)
“The Federal Budget—How it Works and Why 
Students Should Care”

10:45 am: Dr. William Guido, Ph.D (Chairman, 
Anatomical Sciences & Neurobiology Dept.)
“The Importance of Advocacy—a Chairman’s 
Perspective”

11:00 am: Welcome & Introduction, Dr. Jon Klein, 
(Vice Dean ULSOM)

11:15 am: Keynote Speech w/ Q&A session—Rep. 
John Yarmuth (KY-03)

Lunch afterwards provided by Office of Graduate & Postdoctoral Studies; Please contact Naomi 
(nechar01@louisville.edu) with questions 

Science Policy & Outreach Group and CRAFT Seminar Series present…

Welcome!



Science Policy & Outreach Group
(SPOG) at U of L 

Join our mailing list, visit our website:

Spog.uofl@gmail.com

http://spogatuofl.weebly.com

Become Involved. Make Your Voice Heard.



The Federal Budget: 
How It Works & Why Students Should 

Care



Outline
•Overview of The Federal Budget
• NIH/NSF
• Sequestration; budget caps

• The Importance of Student Advocacy 

•How You Can Get Involved



• Congress holds the power to set 
and adjust spending policies

• Federal Budget = Mandatory 
Spending + Discretionary Spending 
+ Interest

• Mandatory:
• Medicare
• Social Security

• Discretionary Spending:
• Appropriations Bills 

www.nationalpriorities.org



The Budget Cycle – 3 Phases
Planning, Review, Appropriations

Fiscal Year 2017 = October 1st, 2016
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http://www.sciencesoapbox.org/appropriations-committees-jurisdictions/



• 0/12 spending bills have been signed by President

•House and Senate Appropriations Committees have 
approved their own version of all 12 bills

• Few have been approved by either chamber

• Science & Technology funding essentially flat

Where We Are Today… 



Since 2003, the 
NIH has lost 
22% of its 
funding capacity 

• Budget cuts
• Sequestration
• Inflation

www.faseb.org



NIH Funding in Kentucky…

www.faseb.org



RPGs and R01s take a dive…

Source: NIH Data Book http://report.nih.gov/nihdatabook/index.aspx
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• 2016: started 
seeing change

• NIH budget 
raised by 5.9%

• Funding levels 
barely back to 
levels prior to 
sequestration

www.faseb.org



www.faseb.org

• Need sustained, 
predictable growth 
to protect 
biomedical research

• Reverse losses 
seen by 
sequestration

• Maintain progress 



Advocacy



• Education

• Outreach

• Lab tours

• Mentoring
• High school
• Science Fair



• Brain Awareness Week 
• NanoDays
• Kentucky Science Center

Local Events – Get Involved

• Beer with a Scientist
• Scientific Proofs

• Local Chapter of your 
Professional Society



• Meeting with Members 
of Congress
• Follow-up

• Capitol Hill Days
• Op-Eds

• Stay informed
• Advocacy alerts
• Write your Legislator 







Resources 



“If you think research is expensive… 
try disease!”

-- Mary Lasker
American Health Activist



Thank You!

• E-mail: nechar01@louisville.edu

• SPOG – spog.uofl@gmail.com; Facebook; Twitter 

• CRAFT Seminars 


