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Families deserve high-quality early intervention services that enhance caregivers’ capacity to
help their children learn and develop.  In response to the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act mandates and Kentucky’s State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) activities, KEIS committed
to training providers to use a strengths-based coaching approach to support caregivers.  The
Coaching in Early Intervention Training and Mentorship Program (CEITMP) team consists of
trained and experienced interventionists dedicated to caregiver capacity building practices.  
Read on to learn more about the CEITMP team, their activities and responsibilities.
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S c o t t  T o m c h e k

CQ1: Trust is a foundation of any
relationship. Actively listening and
shaping strengths-based
conversations around caregiver
topics when coaching builds
caregiver trust to openly share
insights, ideas and questions.

30 years experience in the field of early
intervention
25+ years of service to KEIS as service
coordinator, EI provider, ICC member
and contractor with the record review
project
Empty nesting alongside his wife; 2 adult
children

Pg 3 of 11



S e r e n a  
W h e e l e r
30 years supporting children and
families with 21 years in KEIS 
Hobbies: Exploring national and state
parks, baking, reading/listening to
books, watching period dramas
Family: Me and my husband take
frequent road trips to visit our adult
children in Tennessee and Mississippi

CQ2: Beginning joint plans provide a
great opportunity for us to partner
with caregivers! When we engage them
to discuss how their strategies worked
between visits AND plan for what’s
most important to them  during the
current visit, we ensure our support is
meaningful and helpful to them!
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30+ years experience in the field
of early childhood 
21 years of service with KEIS in
the KIPDA district as a DI
I enjoy spending time with my
children and grandchildren
Favorite get-away: sun, sand, and
water

 

J u l i e
L e e z e r

CQ3: Observation offers the
opportunity to understand what
caregivers are currently experiencing
around a priority. Providers and
caregivers are able to reflect and
build on current experiences.

Pg 5 of 11



M i c h e l e
M a g n e s s

CQ4: Action/Practice supports
collaborative partnerships between the
provider and caregiver through practice,
reflection, and refinement of new ideas
for promoting the child’s development
and learning in real time during typical
routines.The caregiver is then able to
implement strategies or techniques when
the provider is not present.

25+ years of service supporting
families in the field of early
intervention
20+ years as owner of a Physical
Therapy company
Hobbies: travel
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L i s a  S i m p s o n

CQ5: After reflection, feedback
supports the enhancement of caregiver
knowledge and overall confidence in
their ability to help their child develop
and learn now and in the future.

28 years experience in the field of
Communication Disorders
22 years of serving KEIS families
I enjoy family time on our farm and
traveling
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C y b i l
C h e e k

20+ years with KEIS in Bluegrass
and Lincoln Trail
Hobbies: music, basketball, travel,
family time
Fun Facts: worked on a dairy farm,
dinner train, daily writer of scary
cartoon stories 
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CQ6: Open ended reflective questions
help others to have light bulb
moments. One question is all it takes
for an adult to think about the past,
future, or to consider new
possibilities! 



Minda Kohner-Coogle
20+ years experience in the field of
early childhood
10 years of service in KEIS in 

Hobbies: hiking, listening to
audiobooks, cataloguing insects as
a citizen scientist
Lives with husband, 2 teenagers, 2
cats, a cockatiel, and 10 chickens

       Bluegrass and Gateway

CQ7: Ending joint plans support
caregivers to follow through with
targeting their priorities between
sessions and set the stage for success
at the next visit.
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D e n i s e
I n s l e y
2 5 +  y e a r s  s u p p o r t i n g  c h i l d r e n
a n d  f a m i l i e s  i n  b e h a v i o r a l
h e a l t h  a n d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
H o b b i e s :  d a n c i n g ,  g e n e a l o g y ,
m o v i e s / t v ,  t h e  a r t s ,  t r a v e l ,
f a m i l y  t i m e
F a m i l y :  E m p t y  n e s t i n g  w i t h  w i f e ;
a d u l t  d a u g h t e r  a n d  t w o  c a t s
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I coordinate provider engagement,  
develop communication and resources,
provide technology support, and
participate in project data management. 



Click here to visit the KEIS webpage for more information about the Coaching in Early Intervention
Training and Mentorship Program 

Click here to visit our YouTube channel for more information about the Coaching in Early Intervention
Training and Mentorship Program 

Federal Funds Support the Coaching in Early Intervention Training and Mentorship
Program  Grant Number H181A200085 | email: ceitmp@louisville.edu
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUmBdHCYxUWNuSawOSywWng
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dmch/ecdb/Pages/fsenrollment.aspx
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dmch/ecdb/Pages/fsenrollment.aspx
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dmch/ecdb/Pages/fsenrollment.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUmBdHCYxUWNuSawOSywWng

