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Agenda

What does the data say about teen 
suicide?

 Kentucky laws requiring suicide 
prevention training for MS/HS students 
and certified staff

 Suicide Prevention Programs
 How to implement a suicide prevention 
program in a school district

 Review data from school district  program
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What does the data say?







Kentucky Suicide Statistics
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Total 
Number of 
Suicides 

(Ages 15-
24)

77 58 75 91 85

National 
Ranking 

(Ages 15-
24)

15 37 26 13 16

National 
Ranking 

(All Ages) 23 21 19 15 18

Data from American Association of 
Suicidology



Kentucky Suicide Statistics 

 15% of Kentucky high school students 
seriously considered suicide in 2013

 12.6% made a suicide plan
 7.7% attempted suicide
 2.9% had a suicide attempt which required 

treatment by a nurse or doctor 

Data from the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention



Jefferson County 
Suicide Death Statistics (All Ages)
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House Bill 51

 Signed into law March 4, 2010. Requires
suicide prevention information for middle
and high school students

 Amended KRS 156.095  required the 
Cabinet for Health and Family Services to 
post suicide prevention awareness and 
training information on its web page by 
August 1, 2010
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House Bill 51 (continued)

 Requires every public middle and high 
school administrator to disseminate 
suicide prevention awareness information 
to all middle and high students by 
September 1 of each year. 
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Senate Bill 65

 Signed into law on April 13, 2010 requires 
suicide prevention information for Middle and 
High School Staff

 Amends KRS158.070 to requires the completion 
of a  minimum of two hours of self‐study review 
of suicide prevention materials each school year 
by all high and middle staff members.  Also 
amends KRS 161.011 to permit suicide 
prevention training for classified employees

11



Four Suicide Prevention Programs

 More Than Sad
 Signs of Suicide (SOS)
 LEADS: For Youth
 Lifelines

Schools will decide what programs to use with 
students
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What does the suicide prevention 
program look like?

 Lessons for all middle and high school 
students (including those in low incidence 
programs) using 4 curriculums

 Train school certified and classified staff
 Train district staff to be responders for 
school drop in centers



Drop In Center:
Levels of Response

 Level 1
 Level 2
 Level 3
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How many students had a suicide 
prevention lesson? 

Answer Options Response Totals

6th Grade 6, 519

7th Grade 6, 364

8th Grade 6, 323

9th Grade 6, 611

10th Grade 5, 800

11th Grade 5, 499

12th Grade 5, 010

Total 42, 126



How many students in total came forward 
to talk to an adult at the suicide prevention 

drop‐in center after the lesson? (total)

2014 Response
Total

2013 Response 
Total

2012 Response 
Total

2011 Response 
Total

2,312 2,350 2,582 2,250



How many students participated in a 
mobile  assessment? (Level 3 

Response)
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Questions



Resources

 American Association of Suicidology
www.suicidology.org/web/guest/stats-and-
tools/videos

 Suicide Prevention Resource Center
www.sprc.org

 American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention
www.afsp.org
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Contact

Joe.Bargione@Jefferson.kyschools.us
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