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Abstract 
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This proposed project (July 2015-June 2018), the Kentucky (KY) Rural & Underserved Geriatric 

Interprofessional Education Program (KRUGIEP) addresses the following needs in 6 rural counties of KY: 
1) the shortage of the geriatric and primary care health workforce; 2) the need to train a health care 
workforce that can deliver culturally appropriate services to the growing Hispanic population; 3) the 
difficulties experienced in decreasing the chronic disease burden in rural KY; 4) the lack of supportive rural 
environments to promote health, specifically for the older rural populations; and 5) the need for ADRD 
Supportive Education and Resources. 

KRUGIEP will serve older adults 65+ in KY, living in the rural counties of Hart, Metcalfe, Barren, Bullitt, 
Henry and Shelby Counties with an additional special emphasis on Spanish speaking older adults. These 
counties represent underserved rural areas in KY. 

The project has a threefold purpose: 1) to develop an interprofessional education center at the 
University of Louisville Institute for Sustainable Health and Optimal Aging, that educates and prepares 
students and professionals from medicine, nursing, social work, dentistry, pharmacy, and community health 
partners, to function within a transformed integrated patient-centered geriatric primary care and community 
based service delivery system; 2) to focus the education on creating a workforce that improves the patient 
experience and clinical outcomes, reduces the cost of care, and improves the work life for those delivering 
care, and 3) to create ADRD–friendly communities through ADRD education and training of clinical staff, 
community partners, persons with dementia, and caregivers. 

The goals of the project are to: 1) Transform clinical training environments with the development and 
delivery of an Interdisciplinary Curriculum for Geriatric Education (ICGE); 2) Transform primary care sites to 
deliver Integrated Patient-Centered Geriatric Primary Care and Community Based Services (IPC-GPC-
CBS) to older adults 65+ with two or more chronic conditions; and 3) Provide training and community 
engagement resources to create ADRD–friendly communities in the geographic area served.  

The study will use Kirkpatrick’s Training Evaluation Model to assure that student learning is transferred 
to clinical sites in order to transform them to Integrated Patient-Centered Geriatric Primary Care sits where 
clinical health care teams work in an integrated fashion with community health teams to deliver coordinated 
care to older adults. Learners will be students and professionals from medicine, social work, nursing, 
dentistry, pharmacy and law, one pharmacy fellow, medical residents, direct care workers, community 
organizers, peer mentors, community volunteers, patients, families, and caregivers. 

To transform primary care sites in the 6 counties to deliver Interdisciplinary Patient Centered Geriatric 
Primary Care and Community Based Services (IPC-GPC-CBS), collaborative partner agreements were 
established with primary care sites to start the process of transformation in year 1. These sites are Glasgow 
Family Medicine Clinic serving the counties of Barren, Hart and Metcalfe, Shelby Family Medicine and 
Mercy Medical in Shelby County, KY River Medical Partners in Henry County, UofL Geriatrics Home Case 
Practice in Bullitt County. To facilitate community health team engagement, collaborative partnerships were 
established with KIPDA and Barren River Area Agencies on Aging and Independent Living. 
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