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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
• MSW/MSSW degree from a

CSWE-accredited program

• 3 years post master’s social
work experience

• Currently employed in a
human service setting

• 3 letters of recommendation
current resume

• Personal statement of goals for
pursing the DSW degree

• Writing sample

• Cumulative graduate GPA of 3.0 or above

• Transcripts from all postsecondary 
schools attended

• Completed application
and application fee

• Interview (strong applications
are invited to interview) 

APPLICATION PROCESS

Admission to the DSW Program 
is competitive. Applicants should 
visit our website for the Application 
Checklist (uofl.me/dswappchecklist)
and instructions. The application deadline 
for the DSW program is February 1st 
for a Fall Program start. Admissions 
decisions are made by faculty after 
consideration of written applications and 
interview in the spring of each year.

DOCTOR OF
SOCIAL WORK

EDUCATE. EMPOWER.

Contact us or visit our website 
for further information about the 

program and how to apply: 

online@louisville.edu
P:800.871.8635



CHANGE THE WORLD 
WITH EDUCATION AND 
ACTION.
The Doctor of Social Work (DSW) program 
is designed for the working professional 
interested in obtaining their DSW degree 
to advance their knowledge and skills in 
leadership and teaching. Students are 
expected to demonstrate that they can 
critically analyze models of teaching and 
learning and social service leadership, apply 
and evaluate best practices in the classroom 
and social service agency settings, and 
demonstrate use of social work ethics in 
leadership actions and in teaching. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

• Fall and Spring courses are 8 weeks. Summer 
courses are 6 weeks.

• Students complete both a teaching practicum 
and leadership practicum as part of 
coursework.

• All students must pass a qualifying assessment 
before proceeding to the capstone project (6 
credit hours) that is completed in the third year 
of the program. 

PROGRAM CURRICULUM
Fall and Spring courses are 8 weeks. Summer 
courses are 6 weeks. Students complete 
both a teaching practicum and leadership 
practicum as part of coursework. All students 
must pass a qualifying assessment before 
proceeding to the capstone project (6 credit 
hours) that is completed in the third year of 
the program. Practicums occur across all 
semesters.  Total credit hours required 
are 44.

DOCTOR OF SOCIAL WORK (ONLINE) 
Admissions & Curriculum

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES FOR DSW 
GRADUATES

In the community, DSW degrees prepare 
individuals for leadership roles in human 
service and non-profit organizations, policy 
and advocacy positions, and community  
activism. In practice roles, DSW degrees 
prepare individuals for advanced social work 
positions in private practice and consulting 
and training. In academia, DSW degrees pre-
pares individuals for roles as faculty mem-
bers and administrators.

UOFL ONLINE PROGRAMS
Earning a degree online at UofL allows you 
to reach your education goals while work-
ing full-time, being with family and juggling 
other priorities—from wherever it’s most 
convenient to you. You’ll gain a real UofL 
education without ever needing to step foot 
on campus. Wherever you are in life, an on-
line education at UofL can meet you there.

COURSES


