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L O U I S V I L L E . E D U  

What to expect 

ÅhǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƻǳƛǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
Learning Outcome Annual Report process for 
2012-2013. 

ÅDiscuss as noted from 2011-12 submissions, 
areas needing improvement including concrete 
examples and opportunity for Q&A. 

ÅNext Steps: Transition to Compliance Assist. 

Student Learning Outcomes: Annual Report Process (2012-13) 



L O U I S V I L L E . E D U  

SLO Assessments: At A Glance 

Student Learning Outcomes: Annual Report Process (2012-13) 



L O U I S V I L L E . E D U  

2012-13 SLO Process Key Components 

Å Program Mission 

Å Program Goals 

Å Student Learning Outcomes 

Å Measures and Targets 

Å Findings 

Å Actions Plan (Closing the Loop) 
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Assessment image taken from Westminster College at 
http://www.westminster.edu/acad/oaac/cycle.cfm 



L O U I S V I L L E . E D U  

Program Mission 

Key Components 
Å !ƭƛƎƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

Å /ƭŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŎƛǎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ 
purpose 

Å Identify stakeholders in relation to students 

Å Articulate specific and unique features of the 
program 
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Example 
ά¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
scholarly and public dissemination of original research.  The Department introduces students to the history of societies 
around the world, helping them to acquire knowledge about those societies, to think critically about the processes that 
shape the human experience, and to communicate effectively about what they have learned.  Members of the faculty serve 
the public as writers, speakers, commentators, and professional consultants.  Faculty members contribute to the profession 
by conducting original historical research and participating in disciplinary and interdisciplinary discourses at the local, 
regional, national, and international levels.  (adopted August 15, 2012)έ 



L O U I S V I L L E . E D U  

Program Goals 

Key Components 
In general, program goals must: 

Å Align to program mission 

Å Identify key activities contributing to 
competencies 

In addition, undergraduate programs must speak to: 

Å Reinforce General Education program (UG) 

Å Identify a Culminating Undergraduate 
Experience (UG) 

Å Address critical thinking as it relates to i2a (UG) 
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1 2 3 4 



L O U I S V I L L E . E D U  

More on Program Goals (Undergraduate) 

Å Program Goal 1: Competency specific to the 
academic major 

Å Program Goal 2: Competency reinforcing the 
General Education Program 

Å Program Goal 3: Competency relating to the 
Culminating Undergraduate Experience (CUE)  

Å Program Goal 4: Critical Thinking related to 
Ideas to Action (i2a) 

1 2 3 4 
Major Gen Ed CUE CT 

Undergraduate 
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Example 
ά¢ƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to 
construct a thesis and convey their argument in a 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŜǎǎŀȅΦέ - History, BA 



L O U I S V I L L E . E D U  

More on Program Goals (Graduate) 

For Graduate Programs (3-4 Program Goals)  
Å Competency specific to the program 

1 2 3 4 
Content Research Best 

Practices 
Field 
Work 

Graduate 
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Example 
ά¢ƻ use the MA exam or thesis to give students the 
opportunity to demonstrate their ability to 
construct a thesis and convey their argument in a 
competent written essayΦέ - History, MA 



L O U I S V I L L E . E D U  

Student Learning Outcomes 

Key Components 
Å Align to a specific program goal 

Å Indicate knowledge, skill or perception gained 
or improved 

Å Identify measurable student learning activities 

Å ¦ǎŜ .ƭƻƻƳΩǎ ¢ŀȄƻƴƻƳȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǾŜǊōǎ 

Å Reinforce General Education program (UG) 

Å Identify a Culminating Undergraduate 
Experience (UG) 

Å Address critical thinking as it relates to i2a (UG) 
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Undergraduate Graduate 

Example 
ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
subject involving clear and intelligent narrative and a coherent thesis supported by argumentΦέ - History, BA 



L O U I S V I L L E . E D U  

Distance Education & Certificate Programs 

Å Clearly identify whether a specific distance 
education program or certificate program are 
embedded in a pre-ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ άǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ 
program. 

Å Clearly identify whether elements of a distance 
education program or certificate program are 
ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ άǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

Å Separate report will be required for programs 
that are stand alone. 

 
άIŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

competencies for the courses/programs offered by 
distance education? If these are the same 

competencies for courses/programs offered by 
traditional  methodologies, is assessment identified 

for distance learning students separate from 
students taking courses by traditional  

ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΚέ 
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Source: A Guide for Evaluators Charged with Reviewing Distance 
and Correspondence Education 


