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GRADUATE STUDENT COUNCIL AGENDA


Law 275


Saturday, September 6, 2014




Information Session: 10:00am-12:00pm, LAW 275

Jasie Stokes, President: 

· Introduction to Graduate Student Council

· Purpose of GSC and the representatives' role in making change this upcoming year

· Introductions of representatives: name/department/whether or not you are a proxy/how you were chosen to represent your department

· Graduate Student Council - represents graduate students as part of the Student Government Association (SGA); executive council members go to the SGA Senate meetings every month, bi-weekly; five senators attend these meetings and two proxies; Jasie may ask other representatives to proxy if needed so that we always have 5 people to represent the graduate school at the SGA Senate meetings

· We are also a council from which the university can draw graduate students to represent on committees around the university; we would like for the committees to be open to representatives more generally (not just the executive council members)

· Budget - for meetings, events (working with the Student Activities Board to plan larger events this year in an effort to diffuse some of the work and energy to plan larger events), research funding, and travel funding

· Events - Research Symposia (great networking event for graduate students to present their research and talk with other graduate students)
· NAGPS (National Association of Graduate-Professional Students) - Legislative Action Days

· Required meeting for all representatives; representing your department is required to receive travel funding 
· Travel Award Information:
· Ryan Luke prepared information sheet that needs to be shared with constituents
· We need to ask if the Oral Biology program is represented by the graduate school or medical school

· Represented departments can receive up to $350; the breakdown for travel funding is provided on the handout 
· This travel budget is determined by the departments' willingness to offer funding to their students; students with financial support from departments can receive the maximum amount of $350 (meant to put pressure on the department not the students)

· The travel fund is coming from SGA and SIGS; trying to make these funds equal from both sources
· We cannot offer more travel funding this year because we used the funding completely last year
· Graduate students can only receive funding one time per year; separate applications for fall and spring; there will be a cut-off in the fall so that this funding will be available for students in the spring

· Research Award Information
· This money will be awarded to students who are traveling for research (archives, to get data, etc; not to conferences)
· Specific research projects will be reviewed by the deans and GSC exec council to be approved for eligibility for this award
· Total award - $7500
· Request for research award before you go on the trip; there are no reimbursements
· Depending on your specific travel dates, you should get this money much more simply and more quickly than with travel funding 
· Deadline for fall - October 15th
· Individuals who receive the research fund will be asked to present at the research symposium
· Can apply once a year, but can keep applying in upcoming academic years (the recipient, however, must give an update on his/her research to GSC)
· 2014-15 Events and Meetings

· Student Activities Board - Trolley Hop being planned in coordination with Student Activities Board

· Our budget from SAB is $10,000

· We could also be thinking about smaller events such as a Ghost Tour in the fall

· We need to have an Events committee to make some of these smaller events 

· In the Spring, we're working with SAB to get on board with the PhD Comics tour
· November 18th - Research Symposium

· October 15th - deadline to submit for the symposium and research award

· Form is located on the GSC website

· GSC Committees and leadership opportunities

· Events committee

· Constitutional Board Review and Elections Committee - the VPs are co-chairs for this committee; elections are in February, so this committee will need to meet close to elections to help plan; one or two meetings in the fall for constitutional review

· Information committee; Katie Wilson, the info chair, will be the chair of this committee; this committee will help with promotions for events and marketing, including hanging fliers, emailing promotional materials to constituents, etc

· We would like to have these committees established today in the GSC meeting this afternoon

· Suggestion: consider having a position on the EC that can help with managing data and website presence (currently falls under the info chair's duties)

Benjamin Leamon, External Vice President: 

· Student Government Association and graduate student advocacy

· Introduction to Robert’s Rules

· we use them because we are a student council and associated with SGA, and using the Robert's Rules is listed in the by-laws

· standardizes meetings

· protects your rights: 

· the rights of the majority to decide

· the rights of the minority to be heard

· the rights of individual members

· the rights of absentees

· Ten Basic Rules:

· The rights of the organization supersede the rights of the individual members

· All members are equal and their rights are equal

· A quorum must be present to do most business

· commonly defined as "half plus one"

· The majority rules

· Silence means consent

· You don't attend = you don't vote (SGA Constitution 202.1; the SGA Constitution supersedes ours)

· One discussion at time; one speaker at a time

· Once a decision has been made, it cannot be revisited that meeting (can, however, be discussed at later meetings)

· Personal remarks are *always* out of order

· Sticking to the agenda so everyone gets out on time

· Keri will be in charge of getting the agenda out 48 hours ahead of time

· Motions and voting:

· Any voting member may make a motion

· Another voting member must "second" the motion

· Discussion may then take place

· Following discussion, the Meeting Chair must call for a vote

· Those in favor

· Those opposed

· Those abstaining

· Please see handouts for specific actions under Robert's Rules 

· Add moving to limit discussion to handout: if a debate has occurred for too long, you can move to time that discussion (simple majority vote or 2/3, Ben will check)

· Additional information can be find at roberts-rules.com

· SGA governing documents

· Our GSC governing documents have been emailed to all representatives

· SGA Senate

· Every academic unit on campus has senators in SGA; made up of various boards: executive board (council presidents who approve committee leadership and constitutional board); academic policy board; development board (make sure that meetings are held on time, etc); student activities board (open committee; events such as concerts and all large programming for the university's students); engage-lead-serve board (open committee; engagement around social issues); SOAB (student organization advisory board); appropriations (funding)

· Top 4 – Monali Haldankar, President; she sits on the Board of Trustees; 3 Vice-Presidents: Executive Vice President, Academic Vice President, and Services Vice-President
· Supreme Court -- very important around elections, especially for Top 4 positions

Keri Mathis, Internal Vice President: 
· Representative communication 
· will be in charge of emailing representatives and keeping track of attendance at meetings that will determine departmental eligibility for funding
· please make sure to check all email accounts associated with the address listed on our Representatives page

· SIGS and PLAN

· Keri is the research assistant to Dr. Boehm in SIGS and helps with the program planning for PLAN events; please share the fliers in your folders with your constituents and ask Keri any questions you have about PLAN events

· GSC Website

· new website using Plone4; web forms are available for the research fund and symposium 

Lunch and group pictures: 12:00-1:30pm, HUM 300 

Graduate Student Council Meeting: 1:30-3:00pm, LAW 275

Convene in Law 275. Call meeting to order.

Meeting called to order at 1:44pm.

Motion to suspend the rules of this agenda to nominate speaker: motion carried

New item: Nomination of Speaker

· Ben Leamon

· Motion carried

Officer Reports:

· President – Jasie Stokes

· GSC Picnic Report: 40 attendees on Labor Day Weekend

· SGA Senate meeting on Tuesday, 

· Internal VP – Keri Mathis 

· No report.
· External VP – Benjamin Leamon

· Legislative Action Day where students can go to Washington DC to meet with legislators to discuss graduate student concerns; we will talk more about this at future meetings to plan for the Spring Legislative Action Day

· Serves on Student Activities Board

· Chairs the Appropriation Committee - his committee starts meeting on Tuesday before the senate meeting; contact Ben if you have any funding concerns for organizations, etc

· Engage-Lead-Serve Board always looking for graduate students to speak at university events

· Information Chair – Katie Wilson

· Discussing her role on the exec committee (taking care of the social networking site, connecting students from different departments together)

· Fliers for upcoming deadlines for the research award deadline and travel fund; please help share with your constituents to help get the word out on these events; send them to the department chairs, etc to get this information shared with graduate students in each department

· Flier for the research symposium needs to be shared too; representatives will receive this flier via email soon

· Social media: please like our page and encourage people in each department to like our page so that we can share information more easily

· Share information about successes (at conferences, publications, etc) so that Katie can share our work on social media sites so that people know what we're doing.

· Katie will be chairing our Information committee; these meetings will be mostly held in person; help share fliers and get marketing materials from Katie to share with constituents; also sharing information with Katie about how to do marketing more successfully

Department Reports:

· Fine Arts (FA) - Tracey Eckersley

· new MFA program and curatorial program; Art History graduate students need to be involved in the review process for programs; gallery on campus - Schneider Hall that often has shows; L Hop: Hite's Open Studio Tour - tickets currently on sale, please like this page on Facebook; Graduate Student Union Bourbon Tasting on Friday, September 12th - $20/student including 4 shot bourbon tasting and a tour

· Anatomical Sciences and Neurobiology (ASNB) - Katie Harman

· works closely with the medical school which has switched curricula to a systems based approach (this department has worked closely with this curricular change); added a non-thesis Master's degree, and these students are teaching courses to medical students; new dean as of last year

· Teaching and Learning (EDTL) - Kristen Harbour

· covers three MA programs -- elem education, special ed, and secondary ed; ECPY and educational leadership; new dean at College of Education, Dr. Ann Larson

· Classical and Modern Languages (CML) – Mandy Brown
· three MA programs; no administrative changes since last year; no Graduate Student Organizations in the department; grad students involved in various cultural events; Latin American Film Festival, September 25th through October 15th

· Pharmacology and Toxicology (PHTX) – Marcus Stepp
· 11 new students in the department; funding provided for these students through IPIBS; department offers money for events through Phantom; massive professor turn-over because of the retirement of several professors last year; trying to develop a cross-year community; introducing first-years to students who are further along; travel funding; addressed the fact that HSC cannot attend certain events on Belknap, so keep this in mind for program planning; concerns about safety and parking on the HSC campus that need to be addressed; send event planning info to Mark several weeks ahead of time so that he can send them out to his constituents 

· Physics and Astronomy (PHYS) - Proxy

· more students than they have ever had; no RSOs but have undergraduate society who has won many national awards (has graduate student involvement for experiments)

Discussion:

· Ideas for new initiatives
· working with deans and campus administration to create new initiatives
· permanent graduate student lounge in the renovated Student Activities Center

· safety initiative, especially with HSC - could create partnerships with police department, etc

· discussing parking and other auxiliary costs that are put on graduate students; getting HSC students safer, more accessible weekend parking

· more international students on campus, and we need to continue working on initiatives specifically for international students; working with the international center; we would need to collaborate on putting together a survey for international student needs

· *cannot vote on these initiatives since we do not have quorum, but will add to Old Business for next time

Old Business


None.
New Business

· Approval of Standing Committees 

· Constitution and Election Committee

· Information Committee

· Events Committee 

Motion to suspend the rules of this agenda to add new department report: motion carried

New Item: 

Civil Engineering – Proxy
40 MA students; new DGS for their department; Speed School expanding food store but did not meet the deadline; need to address the shortage of study room
Announcements 
· Randy Houser concert on September 26th through SAB
· Commuters Breakfast at various locations on campus (Speed School, Humanities Quad, HSC, etc)
· Floyd Theatre -- 5:30 showing of movies are now free; ongoing from this weekend going forward; schedule through the SAB website and FB page

Meeting adjourned at 2:23 pm

Present:


Arts and Sciences


Anthropology – Neha Angal; Classical and Modern Languages – Mandy Brown; English – Harley Ferris; Fine Arts – Tracey Eckersley; French – Mandy Brown; Humanities – Sarah Pennington; Physics and Astronomy – Geoffrey Lentner; Psychological and Brain Sciences – Nick Holt; Sociology – Shawn Rolfe; Women’s and Gender Studies – Cassandra Collier


College of Business


Entrepreneurship – Kosmidou Vasiliki


College of Education


Education and Counseling Psychology – Caroline Pittard; Exercise Physiology – Amy Walden; Teaching and Learning – Kristin Harbour


Dental School


Oral Biology – Saira Ahmed


School of Medicine


Anatomical Sciences and Neurobiology – Kathryn Harman; Audiology – Kara Monroe; Pharmacology and Toxicology – Marcus Stepp; Physiology and Biophysics – Anastasia Keller; Speech Language Pathology – Haylee Beggs


SIGS


Interdisciplinary Studies – Angie Carlson


School of Public Health


Public Health – Victory Osezua 


Speed School


Civil and Environmental Engineering – Austin Connor; Industrial Engineering – Ehsan Khodabandeh











Absent:


Arts and Sciences - Biology; Chemistry; Communications; Geography and Geosciences; History; Justice Administration; Mathematics; Pan-African Studies; Political Science; Theater Arts; Urban and Public Affairs


College of Business - Accountancy


College of Ed - Health Promotion, Physical Education, and Sports Studies; Leadership, Foundations, and Human Resources


Kent School - Kent School


School of Medicine - Biochemistry and Molecular Biology; Microbiology and Immunology


School of Nursing - Nursing


School of Music – Music


Speed School – Chemical Engineering; Computer Engineering and Computer Science; Electrical and Computer Engineering; Mechanical Engineering 


















