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GRADUATE STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES


Shumaker Research Building, Room 139


October 16, 2013 7:30pm



Officer Reports:

President – Jasie Stokes (gscpres@louisville.edu)
· On November 20th we will host a GSC Travel Award Information Night in the Red Barn at 7:30. The Travel Information night is open to all graduate students and we encourage representatives to invite students from their program. It will consist of an overview of our travel fund: its history, its implementation, and the changes that we have been making this year to improve graduate students’ experience with applying for and receiving travel funds. There will be drinks and food provided, and the Executive Council will each have a computer available to help graduates through the application process. 

· This coincides with our November GSC meeting and therefore representatives are required to attend. Because it counts as a GSC meeting we will still have Executive Council reports and an overview of announcements before moving into the main program

· October and November events:

· We are working with the School of Interdisciplinary and Graduate Studies for October’s Ghost Tour event. More information is found on the attached flyer. 

· We are also collaborating with SIGS to host a reception for the Cassutto lecture on November 2. This will occur after the lecture and will include a popcorn bar. Again, more information is found on the attached flyer.

· On November 15 we will be hosting the Family Night at the Planetarium. We are currently talking with the Student Activities Board to arrange delicious food. We will send an invitation and directions to RSVP for the event within the next 2 weeks.

· Because of continued listserv problems, the Executive Council has agreed to begin extending our use of OrgSync, a program that allows students to follow registered student organizations, to RSVP for events, and to access important forms and documents. It is important, therefore, that each representative set up an account with OrgSync and follow the Graduate Student Council. We are currently trying to fix the listserv problem, but there is only so much we can do. Disseminating important information through OrgSync will allow for a more reliable way of staying in touch with the representatives.  In order to help everyone with this transition we have been talking with the graduate assistant to RSOs to come and talk with the reps about OrgSync. This will likely happen in our January meeting. For now, we need everyone to create an account and follow the GSC.

· We are currently preparing the budget for next year. It will likely not change dramatically from this year, but it sounds as if we will have more money for the Travel Award. If this happens, we will begin discussing possible ways to increase our award amounts for 2014/15. 

Vice President – Rachel Croley (gscvpres@louisville.edu)
· Grads Have Debt 2 initiative
· Find it on Facebook—started by 2 guys from Mizzou
· Update with NAGPS Legislative Affairs Committee
· Letter sent to legislators can be found on the NAGPS website
· Update from Academic Policy Board
· A+ initiative is dead

· Talked about cutting library hours on weekends—Grad students DO NOT like that

· Email me with any other academic initiatives
· Any ideas about how to better use space in the SAC?
· Versatile space/Meeting space for grad students to hang out, have meetings, etc.
· SGA 2020 Plan
· Can be found on SGA website—email me with questions or additions
Treasurer – MJ Negahdar (m0nega02@louisville.edu)
· No report.
Senator-at-Large – Ben Leamon (benjamin.leamon@louisville.edu)
· Student Organizations Advisory Board

· Call for RSO members to be a part of the Board to represent the interests of various RSOs

· Asking that graduate students apply to be on the board to give us more of a voice

· Contact Ben for more details
Travel Administrator – Dave Jensen (gsctravl@louisville.edu)
· More improvements to reimbursement process—will discuss in detail at the next GSC meeting
· Having an open travel funding forum after the next GSC meeting which is open to all graduate students

· There will be food, drinks and an opportunity to answer all the questions you have

· GSC Reps do not have to stay for the travel funding forum

· We will have computers available to walk you through the new process

· Should be getting more travel funding from SGA
Information Chair – Harley Ferris (harley.ferris@louisville.edu)
· Working on fixing listserv—let us know if you still aren’t getting emails.
· Please encourage all graduate students to follow our social media sites:

· Trying to move a lot of our conversation to our social media instead of just through the listserv-->all reps should be following these social media outlets

· Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UofLGSC 

· Twitter: https://twitter.com/uoflgsc
Old Business
· Approval of September 18, 2013 minutes.—Tabled, will approve next month after everyone can review them
New Business
· None.
Announcements 
· Dissertation Writing Accountability Group

· Meets every Friday 9:30am-4:30pm in Ekstrom 409

· Writing the dissertation can be a long and lonely process, and it can be easy to lose momentum. This weekly writing group will provide a shared quiet space where students can write alongside other students at the dissertation stage, providing company, support and accountability. The structure of the meetings will be determined by the needs of the participants at the first meeting on Friday, Aug. 30th, but the general design will involve writing, sharing progress and challenges with the group, and to setting goals for each week. All students at the dissertation-writing stage in any discipline are invited to participate. More info on the PLAN website.

Upcoming Events 
· Louisville Ghost Walks

· When: Sat, October 26, 2013, 7:00pm – 8:30pm

· Where: Brown Hotel at 335 Broadway, 4th Street side, statue of Mr. Brown. (map)

· Description: This is an easy 90 minute walking tour of downtown Louisville's most famous addresses, with several stops along the route. Guests will hear stories of ghosts that haunt some of the buildings and see pictures of paranormal activity. Tour concludes at the Seelbach Hotel. Photography is always encouraged. 

· Registration: This Ghost Walk on Saturday October 26th is reserved for UofL graduate students and their guests only. All tickets must be purchased at the SIGS office, and space is limited. Tickets can be purchased from SIGS first-come-first-served--$8 for adults and $5 for kids 12 and under--no later than Friday, Oct. 18th. Limit three guests per graduate student, please. Tickets for this event are usually $13 for adults, but SIGS and GSC will be covering $5/ticket to offset the cost.  Bring your payment to the SIGS office in Houchens 105 to reserve your spot. 

· PLAN Workshops

· Power Literature Searching. Thursday, October 17 from 2:30-3:30pm in Ekstrom W102

· Why You Need a Teaching Philosophy Statement and How to Develop One. Tuesday, October 22 from 12-1:30pm in Houchens 105

· Managing Conflict Through Effective Communication. Wednesday, October 30 from 12-1:00pm in Houchens 105

· The CV & Resume: What’s the Difference and Why You Need to Know. Thursday, October 31 2-3pm in Houchens 105

· Cassuto Lecture “The Academic Job Market: An Ecological Introduction.” 
· Thursday, November 14th at 3pm in Shumaker 139
· Higher education scholar and journalist Leonard Cassuto will explain the role of the market in academic culture of our time, and what it takes for graduate students to search for jobs with informed confidence. His talk combines some nuggets of advice about how to apply with a larger discussion of what the market means--and how it enforces some of the more pernicious assumptions that hamstring our profession (such as the one that professors' jobs are the only kind worth having).

Present:





College of Arts and Sciences: Anthropology, Biology, Chemistry, Classical and Modern Languages, English, Fine Arts, History, Mathematics, Pan-African Studies, Physics, Political Science, Psychological and Brain Sciences, Sociology, Urban and Public Affairs, Women’s and Gender Studies


College of Education and Human Development: Education and Counseling Psychology, Health Promotion, Physical Education, and Sports Studies, Leadership, Foundations and Human Resources and Teaching and Learning


Dental School: Oral Biology


School of Medicine: Anatomical Sciences and Neurobiology, Audiology, Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Microbiology and Immunology, Pharmacology and Toxicology, Physiology and Biophysics and Speech Language Pathology


School of Nursing: Nursing


School of Music: Music


Speed School: Civil and Environmental Engineering, Computer Engineering and Computer Science, Electrical and Computer Engineering, Industrial Engineering and Mechanical Engineering








Absent:





College of Arts and Sciences: Communications, Humanities, Justice Administration, and Theatre Arts





College of Business: Accountancy, Entrepreneurship





Kent School: Kent School





SIGS: Interdisciplinary Studies





School of Public Health: Public Health





Speed School: Chemical Engineering








