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Learning Goals

• Define active learning.

• Summarize 8 active learning activities.

• Identify strategies to encourage students to participate 
in active learning.

• Describe techniques from forming and managing 
student teams.



ACTIVE LEARNING: WHAT IS IT? 
(1-MINUTE PAPER)



What is Active Learning?

Active Learning is anything course-related that 
all students in a class section are called upon to 
do other than simply watching, listening, and 
taking notes.
Source: Felder, R. M., & Brent, R. (2009). Active learning: An introduction. ASQ Higher Education Brief, 2(4), 



KWL CHART: WHAT DO YOU WANT 
TO KNOW ABOUT IT? SLIDO, EVENT 
3562582



Clicker questions or classroom response 
systems

iClicker

Poll everywhere

Mentimeter

Slido



Getting Started with Active Learning

Choose from 
quick and 
easy activities 
or among 
more complex 
options.



How well have active learning 
teaching strategies worked 

for you in the past?

(Idea Line Up, use and 
success)



• Make groups counting off



• What active learning activity have you seen 
works well? 



CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT AND 
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT



Encouraging Student Participation: 
Trust and distance

• Increase personal 
trust.

• Decrease the 
power distance.



Instructor Behaviors

• What are some specific transformational 
behaviors or techniques that you can 
engage in to help increase interpersonal 
trust and decrease power distance?

• Think-pair-share (write on white boards)



Building Successful Student Teams

Self-selected vs. Instructor-selected teams

• In survey, worst group work experiences were with self-
formed groups by a 2-1 ratio (Fiechtner and Davis)

• Self-selected group has higher chance of cheating, 
covering for each other.

• Address the elephant in the room- that many don’t like 
group work or being separated from friends- and justify 
your choices.



What should you consider when you form 
teams?

• Diverse ability levels- think about what 
matters in your class

• Common blocks of time to meet outside of 
class, if required

• Avoiding isolation of minorities



Course Goals and Student Characteristics: 
Forming Student Teams

• Thinking about student characteristics or 
experiences that matter to your course 
content, what student characteristics might 
you use to determine teams? 

• Group scribe



Holding groups accountable

• Group scribing of their discussions

• Always have a deliverable



Encouraging Student Participation: 
Rolling discussion boards

• You ask a question

• Student 1 answers 
your question and 
ask one of her own

• Student 2 answers 
student 1’s 
question and asks 
one of her own



Active Learning Activities from Today

• One-minute 
paper

• K/W/L Chart

• Classroom 
response system

• Idea Line-Up

• Think-pair-share

• Group scribe

• Rolling discussion 
board

• Gallery Walk



Design Active Learning Activities-Gallery Walk

• How can you infuse active learning into one 
of your courses right now?

– Choose one activity that fits well with your 
instructional design.

– Apply it to your course content.

– Write it on a white board.

– Review responses.

– Comment on or “star” ideas that interest you.



Active Learning Activities

http://louisville.edu/till/active-learning/getting-
started-with-active-learning



Questions?

You can also ask them
on Slido!


	Slide 1: Cultivating Student Engagement in the Classroom  through Active Learning
	Slide 2: Learning Goals
	Slide 3: Active learning: What is it?  (1-minute paper)
	Slide 4: What is Active Learning?
	Slide 5: KWL Chart: what do you want to know about it? Slido, event 3562582
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Getting Started with Active Learning
	Slide 8:  
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Classroom management and student engagement
	Slide 12: Encouraging Student Participation:  Trust and distance
	Slide 13: Instructor Behaviors
	Slide 14:  Building Successful Student Teams
	Slide 15: What should you consider when you form teams?
	Slide 16: Course Goals and Student Characteristics: Forming Student Teams
	Slide 17: Holding groups accountable
	Slide 18: Encouraging Student Participation:  Rolling discussion boards
	Slide 19: Active Learning Activities from Today
	Slide 20: Design Active Learning Activities-Gallery Walk
	Slide 21: Active Learning Activities
	Slide 22: Questions?  You can also ask them on Slido! 

