MINUTES OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL MEETING

December 5, 2017
105 Houchens
Ex-Officio absent: 
Members Present:  Lily Assgari, Brian Ceresa, Barbara Clark, Aly Farag, Jim Fiet, Charles Hubscher, Jelani Kerr, Karen Kopelson, Tasha Laman, Samantha McClellan, Matthew Nelson, Patrick Pössel, Eric Rouchka, Mark Running, Andrew Zhao, Elaine Wise.
Members Absent: Melissa Amraotkar, Becky Christian, Seana Golder, Jacob Gross, George Higgins, David Scott, JoAnne Sweeny, Kira Taylor.  [Stephen Schneider and Jacek Zurada on sabbatical]
Guests:  none
1. Convene – The meeting convened at 3:00 PM – Dr. Paul DeMarco presided.  (Dr. Boehm had a conflicting CAO Meeting).  Since we had a new member Matthew Nelson from Music, introductions were given around the table. 

2. Approval of minutes of September 26, 2017
Dr. DeMarco asked for approval of the council minutes from September 26, 2017.   One correction: to add Dr. Elaine Wise to “Members Absent.”  MOTION to approve with corrections by Patrick Possel; seconded by Brian Ceresa. APPROVED. 
3. Action Items

a. Approval of Candidates for graduation – Dec 2017 – Interdisciplinary Studies (3 students) Lahari Koneur, Sarah Whitmore, and Gabrielle Labriola.  Unanimously approved. 
b. Selection of graduate council representatives for Dean Boehm’s decanal review (Provost has asked for three representatives). Dr. DeMarco asked everyone to vote and turn their ballots in to him.  He will tally and let the council know.  

4. Discussion Items 
a. Update on funding student tuition proposal – Paul DeMarco
i. Update on Funded Student Tuition Proposal – any students being paid/funded will be billed at in-state rate. Unanimous support by tuition committee.  It will go to the next level of leadership.  Dr. Boehm will be meeting soon and will discuss whether this applies only to grant-funded students or not, or be expanded to larger groups.  
ii. Update on SIGS Strategic Planning – Paul DeMarco.  Dr. DeMarco recapped the Goal Area Groups (handout) from Michelle Rodems.  The groups meet early next semester to formalize and finalize the groups.  All members are welcome and were4 encouraged to serve on the planning groups. Lily Assgari, president of Graduate Student Council commented that she had sent a list to Dr. Rodems of students to serve but they were not on the list; she will follow up. 
5. Announcements
a. Assignments to graduate council standing committees – they are fully staffed. Next meeting will be Scholarship & Awards committee in February (for University Fellowships).  

6. Graduate Student Council Update – Lily Assgari, President) 
i. Recap on Adam Ruben, the standup comedian that performed Sept. 29th; there were 75 people in attendance and he was well-received. 
ii. The Halloween Party at Hopcat:  There were about 176 in attendance.
iii. Presidential Search – the open search passed with modified search.    

iv. Goodie bags were given away for Graduate Student Appreciation week Nov 13-17.  150 bags were given away (40 at HSC campus and 110 here in Houchens).  All bags were given away.  
v. Graduate Student Regional Research Conference – March 3 & 4, 2018 Keynote speaker Rebecca Heiss. She has a soft spot for graduate student councils.  She dropped her honorarium down to $1000 and will take care of her own travel.  Call for abstracts (due January 15) and save the dates will be coming.
vi. Research Funding – The first round of research funding is complete.  $500 was awarded to graduate students for fall semester. For fall semester 18 students applied; 16 were funded, (if they did not get funding, they did not complete the application).  The amount funded is $7,514.92.  

vii. Mini-dissertation Writing Retreat – GSC is hosting with the writing center two Saturdays in January (Abbreviated version of what’s offered in the spring.  Deadlines are just coming up. Check the December posts on the Writing Center website. Lily said she did the writing retreat and highly recommends it. 
viii. Travel:  Spring travel awards open on Nov 27.  Funds are probably exhausted. Lily reported on the departments that had inactive student reps (they are not eligible to receive funding if department is inactive):  **Reps must attend two meeting in a row
Communications

Interdisciplinary Studies
History



Mechanical Engineering

Political Science

Women & Gender Studies
Theatre Arts


Oral Biology
Urban & Public Affairs

Kent School
Elementary Education

Public Health

Some of the departments have been contacted and have gotten students who are trying to claim funding.  Trying to work with students so they are getting the funding. 

ix. GSC has decided to host their own elections this year. Last year they went through the SGA general elections and had some technical issues, but the council, as a whole, decided to hold own elections (can grad student council hold own elections or need to be combined with SGA student government association?)  Lily is checking the student council constitution to see what the rules are.  Lily has petitioned the supreme court to hold a court hearing next week to see how they will rule on this petition.  Lily is working on the constitution so they don’t run into this again. 
x. Last GSC meeting of the semester will be at HSC campus this Thursday, December 7 at 7 PM.   
7. Old Business –  Elaine Wise:  question as to whether SIGS had been changed back to Graduate School.  It is still in the works, but seems by council to be a positive change. 
8. New Business – none
9. Adjournment – MOTION by Elaine Wise; 2nd  by Patrick Possel to adjourn at 3:40 PM.
Respectfully submitted  12/6/17
Jan Link, Recording Secretary
Approved Graduate Council Meeting:  June 26, 2018
