MINUTES OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL MEETING

August 30, 2016
105 Houchens
Convene – The meeting convened at 3:00 PM – Dr. Beth Boehm, dean of SIGS, presided.  Introductions were given around the table.  
Ex-Officio absent:  Paul DeMarco, Associate Dean SIGS
Members Present: Brian Ceresa, Becky Christian, Doug Darling, James Fiet, George Higgins, Mary Hums, Jelani Kerr, Adam King, Tasha Laman, Samantha McClellan, Eric Rouchka, Mark Running, Seow Chin Ong, Barbara Clark, ​​​​​​​Mark Running, JoAnne Sweeny, Kira Taylor, Elaine Wise, Andrew Zhao and Jacek Zurada. 
Members Absent: Barbara Clark, Aly Farag, Seana Golder, Charles Hubscher Anastasia Keller, Patrick Pössel.
Guests:  none
1. Approval of minutes of April 26, 2016
Dr. DeMarco asked for approval of the council minutes from April 26, 2016.  Correction: add JoAnne Sweeny to “Members Present.”  Correct Eric Rouchka’s last name.   MOTION to approve by Becky Christian; seconded by Mary Hums.  APPROVED with corrections.   
2. ACTION ITEMS: 
A. Vote on changes to the Minimum Guidelines for Graduate Education, School of Nursing.
Dr. Boehm explained minimum guidelines for new members.  

1 Becky Christian recapped the school’s changes (1A2, two additional programs: masters Entry into Professional Nursing (MEPN) concentration included.
2  Doctor of Nursing Practice- DNP (Page 5C) also added. 

MOTION to approve Jacek Zurada; second Doug Darling. APPROVED.

B. Nominations for committee vacancies – Paul DeMarco
Dr. DeMarco recapped couple of vacant appointments on graduate council, due to members’ terms expiring and them rotating off.  He asked for people to express their desire to serve.  Dr. DeMarco will send out a ballot to all members.  Members can switch committees or resign if they are no longer able to serve. Committees are:
Scholarship & Awards
Honorary Degrees

Graduate Student Professional Development & Welfare
Academic Affairs

3 Discussion Items: Dr. Paul DeMarco 
a. Graduate Program Review – Dr. Beth Boehm recapped. “Purposes of Graduate Program Review” and Selection Criteria handouts were discussed. 
· Ad hoc Committee to be created

· Review every 10 years (previously), CPE possibly moved to every 7 or 8 years
· Outside reviewers paid from central billing. 
· Any program with PhD and Masters will be reviewed together; PhD programs will be reviewed first; stand-alone MAs are to be reviewed after PhD program (maybe 10 years out). 

· Beth will forward copies of Council of Graduate Schools booklet n Assessment and Review to those who serve on committee.

Dr. Boehm asked for volunteers to help her organize the committee.  She will send the cycle of programs to be reviewed. New volunteers are:  (will ask Barbara Clark too, since she has experience with this).  

Mark Running, Biology


Kira Taylor, Public Health


George Higgins, DGS (Criminal Justice)

Dr. Boehm needs one more to serve on Academic Review. She will send an email. Her proposal would be for council members would take turns reviewing. Dr. Darling, who had served on one of these review committees before, said he provided context overall for the reviewers who came in and helped if they had questions on what was on the agenda and additional input; he thought the department was very surprised at the outcomes of the review; external review very useful.  Dr. Boehm said they are “fresh eyes” on what might be working or not within a program, and might validate a program. 
b. Criminal background checks on GTAs (Dr. Paul DeMarco)
There was discussion at last meeting, driven by undergraduate admissions.  Dr. DeMarco recapped that there was not a lot of support in moving from undergraduate and using on graduate applications, as to whether students have criminal behavior. In the interim, it came to our attention that a department had awarded a GTA to a masters student last year, the student was not on scholarship in summer. He was hired as part-time employee, therefore did a Criminal Background Check.  The student was eventually hired in a program with minors. It was discovered that this person had lost their license as an educator in another state, due to inappropriate behavior. The situation came up where the student was promised GTAship for two years, should student continue on GTAship? We believe this might lead to obligatory background checks for all GTAs.  Who will pay for this (department/unit?).  What about foreign nationals? (good question). Dr. Boehm said it’s probably our job to do this. 

Announcements: none
4 Report from Graduate Student Council (GSC) – Adam King, president  
a. Summit – September 9

b. Research Day – will be continued this year

c. Halloween Event

d. Travel – budget unchanged (will continue)

e. Rewriting constitution
Outsourcing to reps (get more people involved in events)

Reps to handle small interdisciplinary events

Adam had question regarding SGA (student government) Is there a precedent for making legal decisions?  Personnel issues? 
5 Old Business –  none
6 New Business –   none
7 Adjournment – MOTION to adjourn at 4:00 pm; Seconded.  
Respectfully submitted   (draft) 8/31/16
Jan Link, Recording Secretary
Approved Graduate Council Meeting  January 24, 2017
