MINUTES OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL MEETING

February 23, 2016
105 Houchens
Convene – The meeting convened at 3:00 PM – Dr. Beth Boehm, dean of SIGS, presided. 
Ex-Officio absent:  Paul DeMarco, Associate Dean SIGS
Members Present: Brian Ceresa, Becky Christian, Barbara Clark, Aly Farag, George Higgins, Charles Hubscher, Mary Hums, Anastasia Keller, Tasha Laman, Mark Running, Samantha McClellan, Seow-Chin Ong, Eric Rouchka, Bibhuti Sar, JoAnne Sweeny, and Kira Taylor.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Members Absent: Bradley Carpenter, Doug Darling, Jim Fiet, James Grubola, Jelani Kerr, James Femmy Rose, Shelley Salamensky, Janet Woodruff-Borden, Andrew Zhao, and Jacek Zurada. 
Guests:  Angela B. Taylor (Assistant Provost and Director Student Rights); Jenny Sawyer (Executive Director of Admission, Undergrad)
1. Convene – Dr. Beth Boehm opened the meeting at 3:05 PM. in Room 105 Houchens, and introductions were given. 
2. Approval of minutes of February 23, 2016
Dr. Boehm asked for approval of the council meeting of February 23, 2016.  MOTION to approve by Becky Christian; Seconded by Brian Ceresa.  One correction to add JoAnne Sweeny to “Members Present.”  APPROVED.   
3. ACTION ITEMS: Approval of graduates for Interdisciplinary Studies for May commencement (4). MOTION to approve; unanimously APPROVED by show of hands.  
4. Discussion Items: 
a) Active approach to graduate recruitment and new targets – the Provost has asked for graduate programs overall (all of UofL) to enroll 50 more students than we enrolled last year. One more student for each program would yield us more than this 50.  Dr. Boehm handed out a graph showing graduate admits and yields.  [Note: “yield” means accepted, not enrolled].  Faculty felt some of the numbers might not be accurate or reflecting in the numbers (report is also for a specific period of time, and it might not be showing all applicants).   Dr. Boehm will follow up with Libby Leggett. Programs are also encouraged to follow up with each applicant.  
(Dr. Boehm had to leave for another meeting and at this point turned the meeting over to Dr. DeMarco). 
b) Update on proposal to ask applicant about criminal history and conduct – Angela Taylor and Jenny Sawyer -
Lots of discussion about criminal background checks (pros and cons) for applicants.  Discussion with Provost over the past year. Several large flagship institutions have been asked to be more aggressive on the front end to see if there are students have either criminal charges or been dismissed from other institutions.  Typically dismissal is not recorded on a transcript. It was thought the main priority in asking these questions is to establish a safe campus.  We are still in the developmental stages (what questions would be asked, how it would be vetted).  Different programs asked for different reasons (e.g., licensures, etc.). You have to have a due process, in case someone does answer yes to any questions.  The ultimate goal is to have something in place that strives to provide a safe environment for our students.  One of the institutions had a preamble that was really well-written (Jenny will find this and share by email with the council). It is recommended now for undergraduate admissions, possibly moving to include graduate admissions in the future.  The next step is for the proposal to be presented to Dr. Neville Pinto (Provost) first for review.  

5. University Fellowship/Diversity Award Offers – Dr. DeMarco reported that 26 offers have been accepted; diversity awards will be awarded to five (5) doctoral students to date. 
6. Old Business – none
7. New Business –   Report from Graduate Student Council (GSC) – 
Graduate Council Conference - Anastasia Keller was representing (in James Femmy Rose’s absence).  Local students submitted abstracts and said that was a success.  Fundraiser going on as well and it went well.  

Said they had good turnout for Research Day.  Nothing new to report.  
8. Adjournment – Motion by Brian Ceresa to adjourn at 4:20 pm.  Seconded by Charles Hubscher.  
Respectfully submitted   (draft)
Jan Link, Recording Secretary
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