MINUTES OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL MEETING
April 24, 2012
105 Houchens
Convene – Meeting Convened at 3:05 PM – Dr. Beth Boehm, interim dean, presided. 
Ex-Officio present:  

Members Present:  Susan Olson Allen, Allen Ashman (replaced Judy Wulff), Ray  Austin, Sherri Brown, Barbara Clark, Cynthia Corbitt, Eileen Estes, Jennifer Gregg, Jafar Hadizadeh, Mary Hums, Karen Kopelson, Eric Rouchka, Krista Wallace-Boaz, and Pam Yankeelov.
Members Absent: Deborah Armstrong, Haribabu Bodduluri, Lijian Chen, James Fiet, Charles Hubscher, Debra Journet, Luke Milligan, John Naber, Bibhuti Sar, David Scott, Amerisa Waters (replaced Travis Gault), and Kristin Wilson. 
Guests:  (none)
1. Welcome

2. ACTION Item: Approval of minutes of February 28, 2012
Dr. Boehm asked for approval of the February 28, 2012 minutes, with corrections.   MOTION to approve with corrections by Dr. Jennifer Gregg; second by Mary Hums. APPROVED.  
3. ACTION Item: SIGS Degree Candidates for May 2012 graduation
(List handed out) MOTION by Susan Allen to approve.  Second by Sheri Brown. APPROVED.
4. Discussion of Graduate Assistant Leave Policy

Dr. Boehm recapped and handed out a “draft” policy. No vote yet as we are still collecting data.  DGS’s have seen this.  The minimum of 15 days refers specifically to a 12-month appointment (see paragraph 2).
Who is responsible for days missed?  Dr. Boehm said both the student and the supervisor at the unit level should be responsible. This might need to be added or considered.  Dr. Hums asked about holidays?  Dr. Boehm said some units will require people to work in labs during holidays; this decision can be left up to the department.  This will come back as a recommendation to the council. 

5. Status of Fellowship Offers 2012-13

Dr. Paul DeMarco recapped the offers.  Forty-nine students nominated, 33 offered (20 have accepted).  Eight Ethnic Minority awards were offered and all have accepted. 

6. Writing Center Consultant for International Students
Speed School, A&S, and Medicine have bought into this idea to have a consultant designated to help.  Will be put into place for fall.  
Dr. Boehm commented that 163 grads last year; 190 this year (doctoral students). This represents a lot of hard work! 

7. SIGS Budget Info
Dr. DeMarco handed out some budget info.  Funds from unit tuition sweep used to fund Strategic Plan, Tuition Match, and Sponsored Research awards. Commitment $650,000 for next year. Retention is better where those funds have been used. 

8. Announcements

a. Commencement Speaker: Tara Schapmire, one of our Graduate Fellows. 
b. Mentor Kick-off, Monday April 30 2012 9:00 AM – 12 Noon, Ekstrom Library, Chao Auditorium.  Amy Lueck, Graduate Research Assistant in SIGS,  recapped the event focusing on mentoring, improve skits.  She requested faculty that might step in to improvise to show examples of good mentoring.

c. Reminder – Doctoral Hooding Ceremony, Friday, May 11, 2012 3:00 PM KFC YUM! Center

d. Dissertation Writing Retreat, May 21-25, 2012 Think this one is full but there will be another in January? 

e. Graduate Student Council Picnic, Sunday, June 10, 2-6 PM Hogan’s Foundation, Cherokee Park

9. Old Business - none
10. New business – Parking tickets for commencement?  Dr. Boehm will check with Jenny Madden. 

11. Adjournment – 3:55 PM

Note: Allen Ashman replaced Judy Wulff (Libraries).  He said the library server space for electronic theses, if needed.  
Respectfully submitted draft 5/2/12
Jan Link, Recording Secretary
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