Residency for Doctoral Students
To ensure that doctoral students have the opportunity to participate fully in the intellectual life
and research atmosphere of the University, at least two years of study must be spent at the
University of Louisville and at least one must be spent in full-time residency (except as indicated
below). The two-year requirement allows students to build mentoring relationships with faculty
members and accrue classroom and research experience over time, while the full-time residency
requirement is designed to provide students with at least one year of immersive, intensive study.
According to the Council of Graduate Schools, residency advantages students in the following
ways: ". . . fluency in the language and vocabulary of the [field of] specialization is enhanced by
frequent and close association with other students in the same field; competence in the field is
enhanced by close familiarity with the university's libraries; valuable experience is gained by
attending and participating in both formal and informal seminars, colloquia, discussions led by
specialists visiting from other campuses, laboratories, or governmental research groups; and
thesis or dissertation research is facilitated by frequent consultation with the advisor."
Full-time residency requires that a student be registered for a minimum of 18 credit hours within
a twelve-month period. Registration for candidacy cannot be used to meet this requirement.
Alternative Residency Track
All doctoral students must meet the two-year enrollment requirement. Students enrolled in parttime doctoral work may substitute four terms of continuous enrollment (summer terms can be
used to meet this requirement) for the full-time residency requirement.
Programs that allow part-time and/or off-site participation must provide a rationale to the Dean
of the School of Interdisciplinary and Graduate Studies, indicating how they ensure that such
students have access to an intensive and immersive educational experience.
Alternative Residency Tracks – Approved:

Humanities
Criminal Justice
Pan-African Studies

