In May of this year I decided to make the leap and become a full-time digital nomad, exploring the world as I work from my laptop while teaching online.  I now have just over eight months on the road and have visited eight countries so far!  This is all possible because of an awesome opportunity to continue teaching an online section of GEOS 200 supplemented by English classes to Chinese students via the largest TEFL company in VIPKid.

Decision To Make the Leap

I was fortunate enough to have studied abroad in undergrad and this experience left such a lasting impression on me, that I knew I had to find a way to build a lifestyle of extended and sustainable travel.

With an eye in this direction for many years, I slowly built a cache of books, podcasts, YouTube channels, blogs, and influencer content around the topic that taught how to make this dream come true.  These served two fold: first by showing me it's possible with many of the creators having lived a location independent lifestyle for several years while also helping me navigate the order of operations that it takes to transition life from the weekly American grind to one of perpetual change & freedom.

I have always known that I was capable and there was more out there for me, I just needed a bit of guidance.  I saw the path open up before me and wanted to take advantage of all the opportunities the modern digital economy provides.  With remote work a growing trend and the internet making it possible to serve a global market, there has never been an easier time to take that leap of faith and carve out your own global path.  YOLO!

Geography on the Go!

The best part of this adventure is being able to apply much of what I learned in grad school on the fly.  Ever curious during extended cultural immersions, it's a great enjoy the wide world with geospatial perspective!

From navigating new cities every few weeks, to learning more about the local cultures & history, and exploring topographical features; the education I received during my master's has provided a newfound appreciation in ways that were previously unmagined.

I am extremely grateful to be equipped with these new perspectives, as they have made this entire adventure much deeper and fulfilling!

Lessons Learned

Living a life of constant travel is exciting but it's not perfect all the time, despite how the Instagram photos might look.  There's lots of time in airports and all the annoyances that can come with logistics.  You're also changing living spaces quite rapidly compared to yearly rental agreements or long term mortgages customary back home.  

Every new destination provides a ton of novel opportunities to explore but also a unique set of challenges.  English is pretty well distributed globally nowadays but some regions can still make formal interactions and documentation tricky.  Securing shorter term accommodation, getting into a consistent routine of groceries, gym, etc., maintaining quality internet access, making new friends and social networking, and finding a shared coworking space to be productive are just a few of the basic priorities we take for granted in a stable life back home.  Often, by the time you get these ironed out it's time to pack you bags and head to another destination before your visa expires and restart the process!

I've learned that its best to just go with the flow, be prepared but not rigid, and trust in the process!  This lifestyle is still an amazing privilege and these are merely cutting edge first world problems!

Favorite Moments So Far

There have been a lot of highlights on this adventure so it's hard to decide what to include but here are a few with pictures to provide context.
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


Hiking in the Pirin Mountains, Bulgaria
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Visiting Rila Monestary, Bulgaria
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Sightseeing the Acropolis in Athens, Greece


       

Poland4Nomads workation retreat with friends in the Polish Highlands
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Overlooking Tbilisi, Georgia
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Hiking near Mount Kazbek, Georgia
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Visiting Malaysia's famous Petronas Towers while securing my Thai visa in Kuala Lumpur
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Scootering up to mountain temples in Northern Thailand
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Happy Holidays!
Most of my destinations are only planned one locale in advance as I like to remain open to new recommendations that I receive from fellow travelers along the way.  This also allows for some degree of spontaneity as you never know what opportunities may come your way when networking abroad!
Next Steps

I'm currently researching and building skills for a few projects that will allow me to publish content around my travels & interests as well as provide sources of passive income down the line.  These include starting my own blog, podcast, and various e-commerce opportunities that can be managed from anywhere with an internet connection.

I still have the intention of publishing my Master's thesis (if I ever find the time to revisit it!) and will continue to consider pursuing a PhD if I decide to futher my formal education.

UofL Opportunity & Gratitude
I wanted to formally give a big shout-out and heartfelt thank you to all those at UofL who have helped make this a reality for me.  Thank you to the professors who helped me earn my degree, the faculty who chose me as a teaching assistant and kept me on as part time professor, Sharon and staff who streamline all the admin work, DJ for his help developing the new version of GEOS 200 after the textbook transition, and all the students enrolled in my classes who enjoy online learning.  I am extremely grateful to continue this opportunity and serve an awesome department!

Follow My Journey

As part of documenting my travels and working towards building an online presence, I am fairly active on social media.  I like to post photos and inspirational stories about my travels so please follow me here if you would like to keep up with my adventures.

Facebook - @slynate8 
Instagram - @slynate 
Twitter - @slynate8 

Also, I've been fortunate enough to have been interviewed for a few blogs, podcasts, and publications this summer as well as give a few of my own lectures.  Some of which have yet to be published but I can share three that are accessible now if you would like a deeper look into a few highlights of this process so far. 

https://theschooloftravels.com/episode-20-taking-the-plunge-into-location-independence/ 

https://medium.com/@coworkingbansko/meet-nathan-the-nomadic-lifehacker-b8d31e54a328 

Biohacking 101 Lecture - https://youtu.be/1EIDLHD1uvg  
I don't have a link to provide for my own blog just yet as it's still in development.  However, I intend on publishing geography related content in the travel niche along with many other topics so I will keep you posted!

Conclusion

If you have ever wanted to do something like this and create a life of travel for yourself, my advice is just do it!  In 2019 we have apps (Airbnb, Uber, online banking, etc.) that handle most of the difficulties from our smartphones and allow for relatively seamless transitions from one locale to the next.  I am also very passionate about helping others live their dreams so if you have any questions or are also interested in building a location independent lifestyle, please reach out!
GO CARDS!
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