
FACULTY SENATE BYLAWS

Faculty Senate 

May 7, 2025



1.MEMBERSHIP

1. DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of Faculty Senate representation, the following definitions apply:

1. A “unit” means an academic unit listed in The Redbook, Section 3.1.1, except the Graduate 
School. At the time of these Bylaws, there are twelve units listed in Section 3.1.1.

2. “Faculty” means all full-time University of Louisville personnel holding academic rank in the 
University.

3. “Unit Faculty” shall be as defined in The Redbook, Section 3.3.1. Persons with joint or dual 
appointments shall be counted as faculty in the unit in which they hold their primary faculty 
appointment.

4. “Graduate School faculty” means faculty holding their primary appointment in the Graduate 
School.

5. “University Libraries faculty” means faculty holding appointment in the Central Library and 
the Biomedical Learning Resources Center and all other members of the University Libraries 
whose primary appointment is not in another unit.

6. “Part-time faculty” means everyone who is paid under a contract to teach courses for credit 
within an academic unit but who is not entitled to elect faculty representatives to the Faculty 
Senate under Section 3.4.2.B of The Redbook.

7. “Total Faculty” means the number of the University’s full-time faculty.
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1.VOTING MEMBERSHIP
1. The total voting membership of the Faculty Senate shall not exceed 70.
2. The Staff Senate and the Student Senate shall each have one ex officio voting member and one ex 

officio nonvoting member. In the absence of the voting member, the nonvoting member may 
vote.

3. Each unit shall have at least two voting senators to be elected by the full-time faculty of the unit.
4. Part-time faculty senators have full voting rights.
5. The number of additional senators to be elected by the respective faculty of the units shall be 

determined as follows:

1. The number of senators from each unit as provided by Section III.B.3 and the voting members from the 
Staff and Student Senate shall be subtracted from 64.

2. The number of each unit faculty shall be divided by the total faculty and the result multiplied by the 
number of senate seats available determined by Section III.B.4.a. Such numbers, if fractional, shall be 
rounded to the nearest whole number. In the event that the above formulation results in a voting 
membership of the Faculty Senate in excess of 64, the Committee on Committees and Credentials shall 
reduce the total number to 64 by sequentially removing one senator each from those units with the 
largest representation, beginning with the largest unit. No more than one senator shall be removed from 
any one unit at the time of reapportionment.
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▪ EX OFFICIO NONVOTING MEMBERS
The President of the University, Vice Presidents, the Faculty Grievance Officer, the Assistant 
Vice President for Student Services and Registrar and deans of units shall be ex officio 
nonvoting members of the Faculty Senate and shall not be eligible to be elected as faculty 
representatives or elected or appointed as voting members of the Faculty Senate committees.
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The President of the University, Vice Presidents, the Faculty Grievance Officer, the Assistant 
Vice President for Student Services and Registrar and deans” “Deans” of units shall be ex 
officio nonvoting members of the Faculty Senate and shall not be eligible to be elected as 
faculty representatives or elected or appointed as voting members of the Faculty Senate 
committees. “The Faculty Grievance Officer shall be ex officio unless elected as a faculty 
representative.” 

Proposed

Change 



1.NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS
1. The Committee on Committees and Credentials of the Faculty Senate shall nominate at lest two 

senators for the position of Chair. These names shall be circulated to the entire faculty at least one 
week prior to the meeting at which the election will take place.

2. The Committee on Committees and Credentials of the Faculty Senate shall nominate at least two 
senators for the position of Vice Chair. These names shall be circulated at least one week prior to 
the meeting at which the election will take place.

3. The Parliamentarian shall be appointed by the Chair of the Faculty Senate and shall serve at the 
Chair’s pleasure. The Parliamentarian need not be a senator.
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