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Employment:


Professor, Department of English, University of Louisville, 2017—the present.


Associate Professor, Department of English, University of Louisville, 2004—2017.

Assistant Professor, Department of English, University of Louisville, 1999—2004.
Administrative Positions:

Acting Chair, Department of English, Spring 2011; Spring 2017.



Vice Chair, Department of English, Jan. 2009--June 2016 (except AY 2012-2013).

Director of Graduate Studies, Department of English, July 2004—August 2009.
Education:


Ph.D., English, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1999.



M. A., English, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1992.


B.A., English and Spanish, Washington University, St. Louis, 1988.

Publications:


Books:

The Moral Economies of American Authorship: Reputation, Scandal, and the Nineteenth-Century 



Literary Marketplace (Oxford University Press, 2016). Oxford Studies in American Literary 



History, ed. Gordon Hutner.


The Grammar of Good Intentions: Race and the Antebellum Culture of Benevolence (Cornell, 2003; 



paperback, 2005). 

Co-Edited Collection:


Economies of Writing: Revaluations in Rhetoric and Composition, ed. Bruce Horner, Brice 



Nordquist, and Susan M. Ryan (Utah State University Press, 2017). 

.

Journal Articles and Book Chapters:  

In Press:

“Proslavery and Antislavery Literature,” in A Companion to American Literature, ed. Susan Belasco, 


et al. (Blackwell, forthcoming 2019; approx.. 10,000 words).

Published:


“Slaves, Masters and Abolitionists,” in Herman Melville in Context, ed. Kevin J. Hayes (Cambridge 


University Press, 2018), 106-115.
 
“India and U.S. Cultures of Reform: Caste As Keyword,” in India in the American Imaginary, 1780s-



1880s, ed. Anupama Arora and Rajender Kaur (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017). 199-227.


Introduction, Economies of Writing: Revaluations in Rhetoric and Composition, coauthored with 


Bruce Horner and Brice Nordquist (Utah State University Press, 2017). 3-9.

“Using Digital Archives,” Options for Teaching the Literatures of the American Civil War, ed. 


Colleen Glenney Boggs. (New York: Modern Language Association, 2016). 243-54

“Moral Authority As Literary Property in Mid-Nineteenth-Century Print Culture.” The Cambridge 


History of American Women’s Literature, ed. Dale Bauer (Cambridge UP, 2012). 165-84.

“Stowe, Byron, and the Art of Scandal.” American Literature 83 (March 2011): 59-91.


“Blood and Treasure: A Response to Eric Lott.” American Literary History 20 (spring/summer 



2008): 124-31. 


“Douglass, Melville, and the Moral Economies of American Authorship.” Frederick Douglass and 



Herman Melville: Essays in Relation, ed. Robert S. Levine and Samuel Otter (UNC, 2008). 88-



109.

“Reform.” Keywords for American Cultural Studies, ed. Glenn Hendler and Bruce Burgett (NYU, 


2007), 196-99. A revised version is included in the second edition’s web version (2014): 



http://keywords.nyupress.org/american-cultural-studies/essay/reform/; a further revised essay is 



forthcoming in the 3rd edition of the volume, due out in 2019.

“The Bostonians and the Civil War.”  Henry James Review 26 (2005): 265-72.


"Charity Begins at Home: Stowe's Antislavery Novels and the Forms of Benevolent Citizenship." 



American Literature 72 (2000): 751-83. Reprinted in the Norton Critical Edition of Uncle Tom’s 



Cabin, ed. Elizabeth Ammons (New York: Norton, 2010).

"Misgivings: Melville, Race, and the Ambiguities of Benevolence." American Literary History 12 



(2000): 685-712. 

"Acquiring Minds: Commodified Knowledge and the Positioning of the Reader in McClure's 



Magazine, 1893-1903."  Prospects: An Annual Journal of American Cultural Studies 22 (1997):



211-38.


"'Rough Ways and Rough Work': Jacob Riis, Social Reform, and the Rhetoric of Benevolent 



Violence."  ATQ: Nineteenth-Century American Literature and Culture (formerly American 



Transcendental Quarterly) 11 (1997): 191-212.
"Errand into Africa: Colonization and Nation Building in Sarah J. Hale's Liberia."  New England 



Quarterly 68 (1995): 558-83. Reprinted in Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism (Gale, 1999), 


75:325-35.
Work under Review:

“Islamic India in the Nineteenth-Century US Imaginary,” accepted by the editors for a collection titled American and Muslim Worlds, circa 1500-1900, ed. John Ghazvinian and Mitch Fraas. Under contract with Routledge. (Entire volume is currently under review; approx. 7500 wds.)

Work in Progress:


“Figuring South Asia in Nineteenth-Century American Print Culture,” book-length project.

“Lydia Maria Child and Henry David Thoreau,” essay in preparation for the American Literature in 


Transition series, ed. Justine Murison. Under contract with Cambridge University Press. 


Reviews and Other Publications:

Review of Carrie Tirado Bramen, American Niceness: A Cultural History (Harvard Univ. Press, 

2017). ALH Online Review, Series XIV, Feb. 2018. https://academic.oup.com/alh/pages/alh_review_series_14.


Review of Lori Merish, Archives of Labor: Working-Class Women and Literary Culture in the 


Antebellum United States (Duke Univ. Press, 2017). Journal of the Early Republic, forthcoming.

Review of Francesca Sawaya, The Difficult Art of Giving: Patronage, Philanthropy, and the 


American Literary Market (Univ. of Pennsylvania Press, 2014). ALH Online Review, Series V, 


Jan. 2016.  http://oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/alhist/alhreview_series5.html?src=homepage

Review of Kevin Pelletier, Apocalyptic Sentimentalism: Love and Fear in U.S. Antebellum Literature 


(Univ. of Georgia Press, 2015). Journal of American History, December 2015.

“February 5, 1852.” Blog entry, February 2012. “Uncle Tom’s Cabin in The National Era.” Ed. 



Debby Applegate. Digital project sponsored by the Harriet Beecher Stowe Center, Hartford, CT. 


http://nationalera.wordpress.com/

Review of María Carla Sánchez, Reforming the World: Social Activism and the Problem of 



Fiction in Nineteenth-Century America (Univ. of Iowa Press, 2008). Legacy 27.2 (2010): 282-83.


Review of Arthur Riss, Race, Slavery, and Liberalism in Nineteenth-Century American Literature 



(Cambridge Univ. Press, 2006). American Historical Review 113 (2008): 184-85.

Review of Jill Bergman and Debra Bernardi, eds., Our Sisters’ Keepers: Nineteenth-Century 

Benevolence Literature by American Women. (Univ. of Alabama Press, 2005). American 
Literary Realism 40 (Spring 2008): 281-82.

Review of Melissa Homestead, American Women Authors and Literary Property, 1822-1869 


(Cambridge Univ. Press, 2005). New England Quarterly 79 (2006): 510-12.

Review of Eve Allegra Raimon, The “Tragic Mulatta” Revisited: Race and Nationalism in 



Nineteenth-Century Antislavery Fiction (Rutgers, 2004). Journal of American History 92 



(2005): 56.

“Rediscovering Literature in a World of Texts.”  Review of Myra Jehlen, Readings at the Edge of 



Literature (Chicago, 2002). American Quarterly 55 (Sept. 2003): 507-513.


Review of Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., Exodus! Religion, Race, and Nation in Early Nineteenth-Century 



Black America (Chicago, 2000).  American Literature 73 (2001): 191-92.


"Octavius Brooks Frothingham."  American National Biography, ed. John A. Garraty and Mark C. 



Carnes.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1999.


"Theophilus Brown," "Thomas Cholmondeley," and "Edward Hoar."  Biographical  Dictionary of 



Transcendentalism.  Ed. Wesley T. Mott.  Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1996.


"Spirit of the Age."  Encyclopedia of Transcendentalism.  Ed. Wesley T. Mott.  Westport, CT: 



Greenwood, 1996.

Fellowships, Grants, and Awards:


Commonwealth Center for the Humanities and Society, University of Louisville, Faculty Fellow, 



2018-2019.


Project Completion Grant, University of Louisville, 2013.


NEH Summer Research Stipend, 2004.


Honorable Mention, Gustave Arlt Book Prize, Council of Graduate Schools, 2004.

Olorunsola Faculty Research Award, University of Louisville, 2003.


Research Initiation Grant, University of Louisville, 2002.


WR Program Faculty Instruction Award, University of Louisville, 2001.


MacMillan Dissertation Award, University of North Carolina, 2000.


Project Completion Grant, University of Louisville, 2000.


Senior Teaching Fellowship, University of North Carolina, 1998-1999.


Charlotte W. Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, 1997-1998.


Peterson Short-Term Research Fellowship, American Antiquarian Society, 1997.


Holman Americanist Award, University of North Carolina, 1996-1997.



Annette K. Baxter Travel Award, American Studies Association Conference, 1996 & 1997.


Mellon Foundation Short-Term Research Fellowship, Library Company of Philadelphia, 1996.


Off-Campus Dissertation Fellowship, University of North Carolina, Fall 1996.

Invited Lectures:
       “Whitman, Lincoln, and the Poetics of War.” Pathways to Freedom: Kentucky and the Civil War.


  University of Louisville Arts and Culture Partnerships Initiative, March 2011. 


“Blood and Treasure: A Response to Eric Lott.” Twenty Years of American Literary History: 



A Symposium. University of Illinois, October 2007.
       “The Strange Afterlife of Uncle Tom’s Cabin: Northern Responses, Appropriations, and Outright 


Rip-offs.”  Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY, October 2007.

“Melville’s Confidence-Man and the Culture of Benevolence.”  Wright College Great Books Program.  Chicago, IL, 21 March 2002.
Conference Presentations:
“Edifying Texts: Nineteenth-Century Readers and Discourses of Improvement,” MLA Conference, 


January 2019.

“Heathen Tragedy,” C19: Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists, March 2018.


 “Conservative Feminism and The Heathen Woman’s Friend,” American Studies Association 



Conference, Nov. 2017.


“Taking Lydia Sigourney Seriously,” American Literature Association Conference, May 2017.


“Islamic India in the Nineteenth-Century US Imaginary,” McNeil Center for Early American Studies 



conference on American and Muslim Worlds, circa 1500-1900, March 30-April 1, 2017.
 
“Suttee Panic: India, Marriage, and the Intimacies of Violence,” C19 Conference, March 2016.


“India and United States Cultures of Reform,” MLA Conference, 2016.


“Lydia Maria Child and John Brown,” American Literature Association Conference, May 2015.


Seminar participant, “Public Domains: Print and the Commons in the 19th-Century U.S.,” C19 



Conference, March 2014.


“Cooper’s Slump: Property, Reputation, and the Trials of National Authorship.” American Literature 



Association Conference, May 2013.


“Lydia Maria Child.” Roundtable on Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers. C19 



Conference, April 2012. 

“Teaching the Civil War through American Periodicals.” American Literature Association 

Conference, May 2011.

"Women Writers and the Marketing of Moral Authority." C19 Conference, May 2010.

“Mid-19th-Century Book Reviews and the Moral Economies of Authorship.” American 

Literature Association Conference, May 2009.


“Abolition’s Scandals: The Case of Mary Prince.”  American Studies Association Conference, 



October 2008.


Participant, “One and All: Individualism and Community in the South,” Hickory Hill Forum, 


February 2008. 

“Mid-Nineteenth-Century Prefaces and the Marketing of Moral Authority.”  American Literature 



Association Conference, May 2007.

“Intimacy, Evidence, and Lady Byron Vindicated.”  Modern Language Association Conference, December 2006.

 “Stowe, Byron, and the Art of Scandal.” American Literature Association Conference, May 2006.

“Douglass, Melville, and the Moral Economies of American Authorship.”  Douglass/Melville Conference, June 2005.

 “The Anthologized Cabeza de Vaca.”  SHARP panel, American Literature Association Conference, May 2005.


“Benevolence.”  Keywords in Nineteenth-Century American Literary Studies I, a panel sponsored by 



the American Literature Section of the MLA. Modern Language Association Conference.  



San Diego, 2003.


“Moral Authority and Lydia Maria Child.”  American Literature Association Conference. Cambridge, 



MA, 2003.


“The Other Douglass’s Narrative: Mrs. Margaret Douglass on the Uses of Literacy.”  Modern



Language Association Conference, 2002.

“Nineteenth-Century Magazines and ‘Real’ Research.”  Freibert Colloquium in Nineteenth-Century American Letters.  University of Louisville, 8 February 2002.


“Pedagogies of Emancipation: Charlotte Forten’s Civil War.”  American Studies Association 



Conference.  Washington, D.C., 2001.


“William Wells Brown and the Racial Politics of Good Intentions.”  American Literature Association 



Conference.  Cambridge, MA, 2001. 

“Toward a Cultural History of Good Intentions: Benevolence and Sentimentalism in the Antebellum



United States.”  Seminar Presentation.  Back to the Futures: An Institute in American Studies. 



Dartmouth College, 2000. 


"Defining Benevolent Citizenship: Stowe's Dred and 1850s Proslavery Fiction."  American Literature 



Association Conference.  Long Beach, Calif., 2000.


"The Racial Politics of Charity in New York City, 1863."  American Studies Association Conference.  



Washington, D.C., 1997.


"Hazardous Exchange:  Melville's Confidence-Man and the Ambiguities of Benevolence."  American 



Literature Association Conference.  Baltimore, 1997.


"Saving Them from Ourselves: Cherokee Removal and the Language of White Benevolence."  



American Studies Association Conference.  Kansas City, 1996. 


"Errand into Africa: The Colonist's Transformation in Sarah J. Hale's Liberia."  American Studies 



Association Conference.  Nashville, 1994.


"Home Is Where the Venom Is: The Dissolution of Family in Djuna Barnes' Ryder."  Twentieth-



Century Literature Conference.  University of Louisville, 1993.
University Service:



Arts & Sciences Faculty Assembly, Parliamentarian, 2017--the present (except Spring 2019).


Arts & Sciences Personnel Committee, 2017-2021 (except Spring 2019).


Phi Beta Kappa Lecture Committee, Fall 2017--the present.


Phi Beta Kappa Application Committee, Spring 2003—the present; acting chair, May-July 2010.


Arts & Sciences Planning and Budget Committee, 2014—2016.


SACS Educational Programs Committee, Spring 2015—2016. 

Department of English Personnel Committee, 2011-2013.


Arts & Sciences Research Committee, University of Louisville, 2011-2013.


Fulbright Faculty Committee, University of Louisville, 2010 & 2011.


Graduate Council, Fall 2008—Summer 2010.


Faculty Search Committees: Assistant Professor of Rhetoric and Composition, 2000-01 and 2001-02; 



Assistant Professor of Multicultural American Literature, 2006-2007; Assistant Professor of 



Creative Writing, 2006; Endowed Chair in English and American Literature, 2014-2015;



Assistant Professor of U.S. Literature since 1945, 2015-2016.

Narrative Conference Committee, 2004-2005.


Barbara Plattus Graduate Teaching Award Committee, chair, Spring 2004.


Graduate Placement Committee, 2006-2009, chair; 2002-2004, member.


Freibert Colloquium Planning Committee, 2003-2004, chair; 2000-2002, member.


Diversity and Retention Committee, 2002-2003, member.


Overseers Scholars Development Program (OSDP), faculty mentor, 2000-2004.


Twentieth-Century Literature Conference Committee, University of Louisville, 1999-2000,




2002-2003, member.
Professional Service--Peer Review:


Manuscript review panel, American University faculty development initiative, September 2015.


NEH Summer Stipends Review Panel, 2005 & 2007.


Manuscript reviewer:


Journals: PMLA, ESQ, MELUS, American Literary History, Book History, Journal of the Early 


Republic, Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, Henry James Review, Early American 


Studies, J19: The Journal of Nineteenth-Century Americanists.


Presses: Broadview Press, Cornell University Press, Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, Oxford 


University Press, Thomson/Wadsworth, University of Alabama Press, University of Massachusetts 


press, University of Minnesota Press, and University Press of New England.

Memberships:


Modern Language Association


American Studies Association


C19: The Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists


SHARP (Society for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publishing)

Society for the Study of American Women Writers (SSAWW)

Phi Beta Kappa

