
Faculty Minutes 

September 18, 2009 

 

In Attendance: Anderson, Buker, Byers, Chandler, Cross, Fenty, Golding, Griffin, Hachten, Hall, Henke, 

Horner, Journet, Leung, Lu, Nunez, Ridley, Robinson, Rogers, Rosner, Ryan, Seymour, Stewart, Tanner, 

Willey, Williams, Wise, Wolfe, Wright, Yohannes 

 

Meeting Called to Order at 2:00 pm 

I. Announcement – Griffin 

II. The Graduate Committee – K. Kopelson 

a. All proposals moved and seconded by the committee 

b. Two internship proposals passed unanimously.    These courses are ENGL 510, “MA‐level 

internship,” and 610 “PhD‐level internship.”    For more detail see the attached 

proposal. 

c. Proposal to update the course description for ENGL 664 for “Twentieth‐Century 

American Writers” to “American Authors: 1900‐Present” passed unanimously.   For 

more details see the attached proposal. 

III. Undergraduate Committee – Ridley 

a. All proposals for these new courses were moved and seconded by the committee. 

b. ENGL 300 “Introduction to English Studies” passed unanimously.   For a sample syllabus 

see attached document. 

c. ENGL 375 “LGBTQ” passed with one opposed.   For a sample syllabus see attached 

document. 

d. ENGL 470 “Studies in Literary Movements” passed unanimously. 

e. ENGL 460 “Studies in Authors” ENGL 491 passed unanimously. 

IV. Final Annnouncements 

2:45 pm Meeting Adjourned 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Graduate Internship Proposal (K. Kopelson). 
 
In response to a number of requests from MA students, the graduate committee has voted 
to allow English graduate students to complete one internship for graduate credit (3 hrs counts 
as an elective). 
 
The program does not guarantee internship placement to interested students. 
 
MA students may pursue internships in professional writing; publishing and book marketing; 
editorial work; public relations; journalism; Leaching; or literacy work. Other areas will be 
considered by the graduate committee on a case-by-case basis. 
 
PhD students may pursue internships only if the work undertaken relates directly to the student’s 
long-term research and professional goals. 
 
All internships taken for credit must be approved by the DGS. A request for internship credit 
should take the form of a 1-2 page description of the opportunity and a rationale for pursuing it. 
This proposal must also include a brief letter or email of support from the offsite internship 
supervisor, including his/her contact information. 
 
Students taking internship credit must submit: 
--an internship proposal, as described above. 
--a midterm progress report (2-3 pp) 
--a 10-12 page narrative/reflection due to the DGS at the end of the term. 
--a portfolio of texts (defined broadly) created and/or projects completed during the 
internship. 
--a letter of evaluation from the internship supervisor, sent directly to the DGS. 
 
Course numbers: 
MA-level internship: 
ENGL 510 [permission controlled] 
The internship counts toward the student's 9-hr limit on 500-level classes 
 
Description: An individually arranged semester-long project that combines English Studies 
with workplace-based goals and responsibilities. Restricted to students in good standing 
(GPA 3.0 oE above) 
 
PhD-level internship: 
ENGL 610 [permission controlled] 
 
Description: An individually arranged semester-long project that combines doctoral work in 
Rhetoric and Composition with workplace goals and responsibilities. Restricted to 
students in good standing (GPA 3.0 or above). The internship project must relate directly to 
the student's long-term academic and professional goals. 
 



English 664 
To update and broaden the course catalog entry for Engl664, the graduate committee 
proposes the following changes in description: 
 
(Current entry) 
ENGL 664 
Twentieth-Century American Writers 
Description: Intensive study of such major American figures as Faulkner, Hemingway, and 
their contemporaries (adaptable to any combination a particular teacher may announce). 
 
(New, proposed entry) 
ENGL 664 
American Authors: 1900-Present 
Description: Intensive study of selected American authors writing after 1900. 
 
ENGL300 Introduction to English Studies WR 
Instructor: Dr Glynis Ridley HM315A 
Office Hrs: M 4.30-6.00, WF 2-4 
glynis.ridley@louisville.edu 
Required texts: 
Angels in America: A Cay Fantasia on National Themes: Millenium Approaches/Perestroika 
by Tony Kushner. Theatre Communications Group, 2003. 
The Norton Introduction to Poetry 9th edition by J.Paul Hunter (author), Alison Booth (ed.), 
Kelly J. Mays (ed.). W.W. Norton, 2006. 
Dracula by Bram Stoker ed. Maud Ellmann. Oxford's World's Classics. Oxford University 
Press, 1998. 
Course description: 
ENGL300 will examine the language and formal conventions typically employed in writing 
about poetry, drama and the novel. It will introduce students to some of the themes (e.g. 
gender) and approaches (close reading) basic to literary studies. The play chosen for the 
course is the subject of the English Department's 'Book in Common' project for the Fall, and 
students will have the opportunity to hear both the play's author and a range of professors 
discuss the work and engage with questions about it, demonstrating the vitality of both 
discussion and writing about contemporary art. 
 
Course objectives: 
The course does not assume any previous experience of writing about different literary forms. 
On conlpletirlg the course, it is hoped that students will have an overview of the some of the 
basic terminology used to describe literary forms and language, and will be confident in  
comparing like works e.g. poems with poems - and seemingly disparate works e.g. plays and 
novels. 
 
Required work 
Detailed handouts will be issued in respect of all written assignments, in accordance with 
the weekly schedule. 



Long research paper: 
Students will receive a choice or paper topics and must address one question from approximately 
six options. All topics will require students to demonstrate knowledge of at least three texts and a 
range of secondary reading. The paper will be due at the end of the semester. 
Reading journal: 
Starting in the first week of the course, you should begin keeping a reading journal. We will 
discuss the requirements in class and a reminder will be posted on Blackboard. The reading 
journal must be submitted to the instructor before mid-term break to demonstrate that you are up 
to date with the reading required on the course. 
Response papers 
Four short reponse papers testing your understanding of different types of texts.   
 
Calculation of final grade: 
Long research paper 30% 
Reading journal 30% 
Response papers (4 papers at 10% each) 40% 
Assessment and plagiarism: 
Please remember that all assignments should be a reflection of your thoughts on the assigned 
topic(s), supported by your close reading of the relevant text(s). If you wish to refer to secondary 
reading (criticism) that you have found helpful, be sure that it really does illuminate some aspect 

of your argument and be sure to list all secondary sources consulted - including internet 

resources - at the end of your assignment. It any part of any of your assignments is found to 
match, word for word, something already in the public domain (a book, journal or websile) and 
you have no1 indicaled that you consulted this source, you may be suspected of plagiarism which 
UofL's Undergraduate Catalog defines as 'representing the words or ideas of someone else as 
one's own in any academic exercise'. Clearly you should not expect to receive a grade for 
someone else's work. If you are in any doubt about how to indicate that you are quoting someone 

else's words -which is perfectly legilirnule when rully acknowledged- then please do not 
hesitate to come and see me to discuss best practice in this area. Please remember to back-up all 
computer files: cumputing problems will not be accepted as an excuse for late submission of 
work. We'll say more about plagiarism and how to cite sources when we discuss the 
requirements of the long research paper. 
 
To receive credit for any piece of writing. you must submit it no later than the day on which 
it is due. Late work will only be accepted if you have an excused absence. The instructor 
will not accept email submissions of work. 
 
Class attendance policies: 
The College of Arts and Sciences assumes that all students will accept responsibility for 
attending all classes and they are expected to attend class and to arrive on time. Absence from 
class in no way relieves the student of responsibility for any of the course work. Instructors are 
not required to investigate prolonged absences. Students who stop attending class without 
officially dropping before the advertised drop date (see the weekly schedule below) will remain 
on the class roster, and instructors will assign these students the grade "F". You cannot seek an 
administrative withdrawal based on poor attendance after this date. 



Notice on Instruction Modification: 
Students who have a disability or condition which may impair their ability to complete 
assignments or otherwise satisfy course criteria are encouraged to meet with the instructor to 
 identify, discuss, and document any feasible instructiona1 modifications or accommodations. 
Please inform the instructor about circumstances no later than the second week of the semester or 
as soon as possible after a disability or condition is diagnosed, whichever occurs earliest. For 
further information and assistance, please contact the Disabilities Resource Center (852-6938). 
 
Right to Make Syllabus Changes: 
The instructor reserves the right to make changes in the syllabus when necessary to meet 
learning objectives, to compensate for- missed classes, or- for similar- reasons. 
 
Weekly Schedule 
It will quickly be apparent that the schedule is broken into three blocks: Writing About 
Poetry, Writing About Drama and Writing About the Novel. For the Poetry section of the 
course, you should always come to class having already read the section of The Norton 
Introduction to Poetry that is listed as the subject of the day's class e.g. for class on Th 23 
Aug you should come prepared by having read pages 1-26 of the text Do read and think 
about the questions that are posed under each section's 'suggestions for writing'. 
The first classes of the Drama and Novel sections of the course will help orient us in terms of 
language and plot etc. and suggestions are therefore made for breaking reading down into 
sections. Once everyone has a sense of who is doing what to whom and why, we will devote later 
classes in each block LO more thematic and stylistic discussions, ranging across the entire text. 
 
Week date 
1 Tu 21  Aug Introduction 

Th 23  Aug Writing About Poetry. Norton 'Reading' pgs 1-26 
 
2  Tu 2  Aug Norton 'Voice' pgs 68-92 1st response paper issued 

Th 30  Aug Norton 'Language' pgs 142-3.147-148.150-3. 
 
3  Tu 4  Sept Norton 'Sound' pgs 204-207 1st response paper due 

Th 6  Sept Norton 'Sound' pgs 229-230  
 
4  Tu 11  Sept Norton 'Structure' pgs 255-67 

Th 13  Sept NorLon 'ConLexL' pgs 329-338 2nd response paper issued 
 
5  Tu 18  Sept Norton 'Author' pgs 339-356 

Th 20  Sept Norton 'The Whole Text' pgs 290-302 2nd response paper due 
 

6  Tu 25  Sept Writing About Drama: Angels in Americu: Millennium ApproachesAct 
Th 27  Sept Angels in America: Millennium Approaches Acts 2 and 3 
F 28  Sept Attend presentation on Book-in-Common 

 
7  Tu 2  Oct Angels in America in socio-political context 3rd response paper issued. 



Long research questions issued. 
Th 4 Oct Angels in America in literary context Submit reading journal to date 

 
8  Tu 9 Oct  Mid-term break 8-9 Oct. No classes. 

Th 11 Oct  Q&A with Book-in-Common author. Attendance in place of class. 
 
9  Tu 16 Oct  The language of Angels in America 3rd response paper due. Reading 
journals returned 

Th 18 Oct  Discussion of Book-in-Common events 
 
10  Tu 23 Oct  Angels in America and gender studies/queer theory 

Th 25 Oct  Building characters in Angels in America 
 
11  Tu 30 Oct  Writing About The Novel: Dracula chs 1-8 4th response paper issued 

Th 1 Nov  Dracula chs 9-14 
 
12  Tu 6 Nov  Dracula chs 15-21 

Th 8 Nov  Dracula chs 22-27 4th response paper due 
 
13  Tu 13 Nov The language and genre of Dracula 

Th 15 Nov The representation of women in Dracula 
 
14  Tu 20 Nov Dracula and 19th C fears about immigration 

Th 22 Nov Thanksgiving 21-25 Nov. No classes. 
 
15  Tu 27 Nov Comparing fears in Angels in America and Dracula 

Th 29 Nov  Conclusions. Course Evaluations. 
Classes End Mon 3 Dec 
 
Long research assignment and complete reading journals due no later than Wed. 5 
December. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENGL492 Special Topics in Interpretive Theory 

Sample Topic: Ecocritism 

Instructor: Dr. Glynis Ridley HM 315A 

Office Hrs: M 4:30‐6:00, WF 2‐4 

Glynis.ridley@louisville.edu 

 

Course Description: 

Through examination of a range of writing about the natural world, the appropriation of this writing by 

the environmental movement, and criticisms of this strategy, we will address the following questions: is 

ecocriticism a theoretical orientation, critical method, or interdisciplinary approach to textual study?    

What are its theoretical foundations and foundational texts?   What pre‐existing critical methods has it 

adopted and/or modified?  How has ecocriticism engaged, and been engaged by, other discourses, for 

example, politicians and environmental lobbyists?    Do the declared purposes of ecocritics move beyond 

the classroom, and how do ecocritics, explore criticisms made of these works, and examine the 

application of ecocriticism to a variety of literary texts. 

 

Course Objectives 

By the end of this course you will be able to: 

Recognize, understand, and connect basic facts and concepts involved in the study of environmental 

literature and culture; analyze the challenges involved in the practice of ecocriticism in a multicultural 

and global society; communicate your ideas effectively in writing and speaking. 

 

Required Texts 

Rachel Carson.  Silent Spring ed. E.O. Wilson.   New York: Houghton Mifflin.   ISBN 0‐618‐24906‐0 

Robert Finch and John Elder, eds.   The Norton Book of Nature Writing. College Edition.   New York:  

Norton, 2002.  ISBN 0393978168. 

Greg Garrard.  Ecocriticism.  New York: Routledge, 2004.  ISBN 0415196922 ($19.95) 

Aldo Leopold.  A Sand County Almanac.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1949.  ISBN 0195007778 

($12.95) 



Dana Phillips.  The Truth of Ecology: Nature, Culture, and Literature in America.  New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2003.  ISBN 0195137698 ($26.00) 

Henry David Thoreau.  Walden ed. William Rossi.  New York: W.W. Norton, 2004.  ISBN 9780‐393‐09090‐

0 ($13.75) 

 

Course Requirements 

In addition to reading, discussing and writing about a range of primary texts, we will also read criticism 

of these texts and of ecocritical theory itself.   You will be required to write five short response papers (a 

details handout will be provided on each one and we will discuss the requirements in class). Each 

response paper (of approximately 5 papes) will be worth 10% of the final grade.   You must also 

complete a short research assignment worth 20% of the final grade, and a longer research assignment 

worth 30% of the final grade.   Again, further details of these will be issued in accordance with the 

weekly schedule below.   Both research assignments will offer you a choice of topics. 

 

The grading scale in this course is: 93‐100% (of our 400 pts)=A; 90‐92%=A‐; 88‐89%=B+; 83‐87%=B; 80‐

82%=B‐; 78‐79%=C+; 73‐77%=C; 70‐72%=C‐, and so on and so on. 

 

Course Policies 

Though there is no grade for attendance, the instructor will keep a record of attendance in each class.    

Instructors are not responsible for investigating persistent absences and students are responsible for 

checking Blackboard for details of assignments etc. issued in class – extensions will not be given for work 

that is late because a student was not present in class on the day an assignment was issued.    Student 

claims of extentuating circumstances – medical emergencies or involvement in approved university 

activities – must be documented to the satisfaction of the instructor.   Finally, computer failure will not 

be accepted as reasons for missing or late assignments. 

Academic Honesty 

The University of Louisville defines plagiarism as: Representing the words or ideas of someone else as 

one’s own in any academic exercise, in such ways as: 1. Submitting as one’s own a paper written by 

another person or by commercial ghostwriting service; 2. Exactly reproducing someone else’ words 

without identifying the words with quotation marks and/or without properly citing the quotation; 3. 

Paraphrasing or summarizing someone else’s work without properly attributing/citing the 

paraphrase/summary.  Any of these forms of plagiarism constitutes a serious academic offense, and 

thus if you engage in any them, you will fail the course, and further action may be taken by the 

Academic Disciplinary Committee of the Dean of Student Office as well.   If you have any doubt as to 



what constitute plagiarism as we move through individual assignments, speak to me; there is no 

distinction made between intentional and unintentional plagiarism. 

 

Students with Disabilities 

The University of Louisville is committed to providing access to programs and services for qualified 

students with disabilities.   If you are a student with a disability and require accommodation to 

participate in and complete requirements for this class, notify me immediately and contact the Disability 

Resource Center (Robbins Hall, 852‐6938) for verification of eligibility and determination of specific 

accommodations. 

 

University Email Accounts/Blackboard 

In order to participate fully in this course, you will need to have (and check regularly) a university e‐mail 

account, so that the instructor can send communications to the whole class‐list as necessary, and so that 

you can contact the instructor form an office address. 

Supplemental reading will be posted on Blackboard, as will copies of all assignment details issued in 

class, so you should check Blackboard regularly for updates. 

 

Changes to the Syllabus 

The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the weekly schedule, should these be necessary.   

The class will be notified in advance of any changes made and the reasons for them.    No change will 

increase the amount of work required of the class or lessen the amount of time available for completion 

of individual assignments 

 

Engl 492 Reading and Assignment schedule 

WK1 

M 1/7: Intro to the course 

W 1/9: Ecocriticism.  Historical Overview.  Anne Milne, “Ecocriticism”; Richard Kerridge, 

“Environmentalism and Ecocriticism”. 

WK2 

M ¼: Ecocriticism. Thematic Overview.  Greg Garrad, Ecocriticism; Ursula K. Heise, “The Hitchhiker’s 

Guide to Ecocriticism”. 



W 1/6: as for previous class.  Response paper 1 assigned 

 

WK3 

M 1/21: MLK Day; NO CLASS 

W 1/23: Ecocriticism’s Critics.  Dana Phillips, The Truth of Ecology; Michael P Cohen, “Blues in the Green: 

Ecocriticism under Critique”; David Gessner, “Sick of Nature”; Michael P Branch, “Sick of Being Sick of 

Nature”.  Response paper 1 due.   Details of short research paper issued in class. 

WK4 

M 1/28: Ecocriticism Readings: Columbus to Thoreau.  In the Norton Book of Nature Writing, extracts 

form White, Crevecoeur, Bartram, Wilson, Lewis, Audubon. 

W 1/30: Thoreu, Walden. 

WK5 

M 2/4: Thoreu, Walden. 

M 2/6: The problem with Walden: twentieth‐century criticism of Thoreau – see essays in Norton Critical 

Edition. Response paper 2 assigned 

WK6 

M 2/11: in The Norton Book of Nature Writing, extract from Emerson, Darwin, Cooper.  Essay: Daniel J. 

Philippon, “US Environmental Literature Before the Twentieth Century”. 

W 2/13: Thoreau to Carson.  In the Norton Book of Nature Writing, extracts from Whitman, Powell, 

Clemens, Muir.  Response paper 2 due 

WK7 

M 2/28: In the Norton Book of Nature Writing, extracts from Luther Standing Bear, Beston, Krutch, 

Teale, White, LeSueur, Dubos, Maclean, Steinbeck. 

W 2/20: Leopold, A Sand County Almanac – the terminology of ecocriticism.  Short research paper due in 

class.   Details of long research paper issued in class. 

WK8 

M 2/25: Leopold, A Sand County Almanac 

W 2/27: Leopold, A Sand County Almanac.   Response paper 3 assigned 

WK 9 



M 3/3: Revising Greg Garrard’s Ecocriticism 

W 3/5: As above.  Review of materials to date.   Response paper 3 due 

WK 10 

Sping Break 

WK11 

M 3/17: Carson, Silent Spring 

W 3/19: Carson, Silent Spring 

WK 12 

M 3/24: Response to Carson: essay by Wilson in Norton Critical Edition of Silent Spring.   Response paper 

4 assigned 

W 3/26: Responses to Carson: essay by Lear in Norton Critical Edition of Silent Spring 

WK13 

M 3/31: Screening: Judith Helfand and Daniel B. Gold, Blue Vinyl (2002).   Response paper 4 due. 

W 4/2: Discussion of film and Arlene Plevin, “Home Everywhere and the Injured Body of the World: The 

Subversive Humor of Blue Vinyl”. 

WK 14 

M 4/7: Price, “Thirteen Ways of Seeing Nature in LA” Part 1 from the Norton Book of Nature Writing 

W 4/9: Price: “Thirteen Way of Seeing Nature in LA” Part 2 from the Norton Book of Nature Writing 

Response paper 5 assigned 

WK15 

M 4/14: Extract from Voices for the City: Minnesotans Writing About the Cities and Towns they Love 

from The Norton Book of Nature Writing 

W 4/16: Discussion: the future of Ecocriticism.  Response paper 5 due 

WK 16 

M 4/21: Conclusion & course evaluations. 

Fri 4/25 will be the due date for the long research paper (details issued in week 7) 


