Dual Credit English FAQs

Dual Credit English from the University of Louisville

The University of Louisville, in partnership with Jefferson County Public Schools, and in order to support the success of all students, is working to improve the articulation between secondary and post-secondary education. To that end, the College of Arts and Sciences has expanded opportunities for qualified high school students to earn college credit. Dual Credit English 101 represents one such opportunity.

What is Dual Credit English 101?

· The University of Louisville’s English 101, Introduction to College Writing, is a required course for all students and a prerequisite to any intermediate or advanced writing course. Students engage in intensive writing practice to develop their critical thinking and written communication for academic purposes.

· Dual Credit English presents the English 101 curriculum within the high school classroom. Advanced students can earn credit for both their high school English and their introductory college English simultaneously.

Who will teach this course?

High school faculty will submit transcripts and curriculum vita to the University of Louisville’s English Department for approval of qualifications to teach College Writing. These qualifications will be the same as those required for teaching the campus-based sections of the same course. If a high school is interested in offering this course, but does not have a high school faculty member who meets the following qualifications, the English Department may be able to provide an instructor for the course:

· A Master’s degree in English or a minimum of 18 graduate credit hours in English 
· Demonstrated interest and experience in the teaching of writing 
· Prior completion or concurrent enrollment in the graduate course, English 602, Teaching College Composition
· A screening assessment involving classroom observation and a review of responses to student writing
· Participation in a one-day orientation session to be scheduled early in the summer
Which students will be eligible? 

High school juniors or seniors with a GPA of 3.0 are eligible to be considered for Dual Credit English. In addition, students must 

· Demonstrate writing competency,

· Meet minimum U of L entrance requirements for the SAT (480) or ACT (20) or earn comparable scores on the PSAT (50)

· Gain nomination by their high school English teacher, and

· Obtain the approval of their high school principal. 

Teachers recommending students for English 101 should consider the following Signs of Readiness for College Work:

· The student has performed well in challenging courses.

· The student takes responsibility for learning, works independently, and responds to constructive criticism.

· The student participates in class discussions and works cooperatively with others.

· The student effectively manages time, balances responsibilities and attends to assignment details.

We would especially like to see students enroll who, for one reason or another, would not choose AP courses where available but would benefit from the opportunity to do advanced work in preparation for college.
What advantages does Dual Credit offer to Students?

· Students earn college credit and begin to develop a college transcript attesting to their success with challenging work.

· Students gain experience with college instructional methods and expectations.

· Students may proceed more directly to their major studies in college and possibly shorten their time of study.

· Dual Credit students pay just one third of the usual tuition charge for an undergraduate course. Financial aid may be available.

What advantages does Dual Credit offer to Teachers?

Teachers of Dual Credit English will enjoy 

· Professional development opportunities

· Close interaction with U of L’s Composition faculty

· The support and resources of the Dual Credit Liaison. 

What advantages does Dual Credit English offer to Schools?

· The intensive writing instruction and practice will support students’ development of effective writing portfolios. 

· The opportunity to begin college work in high school may encourage more students to maintain academic excellence throughout their senior year. It may also encourage younger students to achieve and maintain qualifying academic records.

· The environment of peers’ successes with challenging work may encourage more students to consider the college option.

· Teachers’ professional development and communication with University colleagues will support instruction in other classes besides the dual credit course.

How does Dual Credit differ from AP?

· Students of Dual Credit English earn college credit by successful completion of the course with a grade of A or B.  No test is required. Students of AP English earn credit or placement depending on their performance on the AP exam.

· Teachers of Dual Credit English work closely with University of Louisville faculty to ensure that students’ experiences reflect the lessons, methods, and challenges they would encounter as undergraduates at U of L.

· Teachers enjoy flexibility to incorporate content and writing assignments beyond those required for the AP English exam.

What will the Dual Credit Course look like in my school? 

We offer two workable models for Dual Credit English and allow schools flexibility in determining which model works best for their teachers and students and within their schedules. What these models have in common is that class size will be limited to 22 students and writing instruction for the College English component will constitute a separate instructional situation comprising a minimum of 85 contact hours for the Dual Credit teacher. For either model, schools may determine how those hours will be distributed over the school year and how teachers’ schedules will accommodate the writing instruction time.

Model I. The Integrated Dual Credit Senior English Course

The curriculum requirements for College English are folded into the Senior English curriculum. Students take one course that offers them credit for both Senior English and College English. The writing component is conducted by the Dual Credit English Teacher, not necessarily the same teacher conducting the literature component of Senior English. Writing assignments may be coordinated with the literature content, but writing instruction takes place separately, on designated days. 

Model II. The Dual Credit Elective Senior Seminar

Students enroll in a separate, elective course that offers credit for College English and credit for an English elective. In this case, students complete Senior English concurrently with College English. The writing assignments for dual credit may be coordinated with literature or other content areas.

Who will determine the course content?

U of L’s Composition Program will provide a standard syllabus with recommended texts, but teachers will have the opportunity to vary instructional materials and assignments with permission from the Program Coordinator.

The Proposed course will adhere to established Composition Program objectives for English 101.

Composition Program Objectives:

· Instruction stresses development of rhetorical knowledge, effective argument, and purpose-driven writing processes.

· Students write, discuss, and share writing and reading with each other in order to develop a rhetorical vocabulary for talking about writing.

· Students practice and develop writing processes such as invention, revision, organization, drafting through multiple drafts, editing, and adjusting for rhetorical context.

· Students practice critical thinking and develop complex structures for ideas, which should include the use of outside sources.

· Students write four to six papers totaling 15 to 25 typed pages of readable, interesting text that reflects appropriate academic textual conventions of presentation.
How will Dual Credit English help students to complete their writing portfolio requirements?


The objectives, assignments, and methods of instruction for the University of Louisville’s Introduction to College Writing mesh well with the assessment, contents, and ethical response to writing for the portfolios, as outlined in the Kentucky Writing Development Teachers’ Handbook. Teachers of Dual Credit can expect flexibility to incorporate writing for content areas besides English and should have no difficulty tailoring instruction to meet portfolio goals. Students who enroll in Dual Credit English can expect that most of their writing for the course will be portfolio eligible. The table below schematizes these relationships.

Dual Credit English and the Senior Portfolio

	Senior Portfolio Requirement
	No. of Pieces
	Dual Credit English Assignments
	How Dual Credit Helps the Portfolio Writing

	Reflective Writing
	1 
	yes
	Students routinely practice reflective writing appropriate for their letter to the reviewer.

	Personal Writing
	1or 2
	yes
	Students practice using personal writing for an analytic purpose.

	Transactive Writing*
	1 or 2
	yes
	Students practice writing for persuasion and other transactive purposes.

	Literary Writing*
	1 or 2
	not typically
	The academic writing focus of 101 does not typically accept literary writing. However, some Dual Credit assignments may allow writing in literary genres as an adjunct, not an alternative, to analytic writing. Teachers should consult with coordinator for guidance in making exceptions.

	Total pieces
	5
	
	Most writing for Dual Credit English will be portfolio eligible.

	Content Area pieces
	min. of 2
	possibly
	Teachers may coordinate Dual Credit English assignments with other content area instruction. 


*Revised Portfolio Requirements will include an analytic piece and will group literary writing with personal writing. These changes only serve to align requirements even more closely with the Dual Credit writing.

The guiding principle for understanding this relationship should be that Dual Credit (DC) Writing directs students toward more specific kinds of writing tasks than the Portfolio (P) requirements do. While these more specific tasks are still appropriate for the portfolio, not all portfolio-appropriate assignments will serve for Dual Credit. 
Bottom Line: What does Dual Credit English Cost?

Students will pay the University a reduced tuition equivalent to one-third of the usual undergraduate tuition for three credit hours. Some scholarship money is available. 
How can we bring The University of Louisville’s Dual Credit English into our school?

Dual Credit courses represent a partnership between the University of Louisville and Jefferson County Public Schools. District principals are invited to contact the University’s Director of Technology and Community Development, Jeanne Guerrero, for information on how to coordinate the introduction of a dual credit course:

Jeanne T. Guerrero

Director of Technology & Community Development

Office of Admissions
University of Louisville

Houchens Rm. #150Q 

Louisville, KY 40292
(502) 852-8110

 jeanne.guerrero@louisville.edu
For more information about the Dual Credit English course, contact:

Sean Fenty
Dual Credit Coordinator

Department of English

University of Louisville

Louisville, KY 40292

Phone: (502) 614-5469
Mobile: (502) 876-4715
s0fent01@louisville.edu
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