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Early	  Childhood	  Literacy	  	  

Nicole	  Fenty,	  Ph.D	  
University	  of	  Louisville	  

Building	  Community	  

Pre	  Survey	  

•  Take	  a	  few	  minutes	  to	  discuss	  your	  responses	  
with	  the	  person	  siDng	  next	  to	  you.	  

Pre	  Survey	  

•  What	  are	  some	  areas	  with	  which	  your	  
students	  are	  experiencing	  difficulty?	  

Today	  

•  Early	  Literacy	  
– Assessment	  
–  InstrucKon	  

Early	  Literacy:	  Assessment	  

•  Chalk	  Talk	  
–  Importance	  of	  assessment?	  
– What	  kinds	  of	  assessment	  are	  you	  using?	  
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Early	  Literacy:	  Assessment	  

•  Resources	  
– DIBELS	  

•  AIMSweb	  Early	  Literacy	  

– Ekwall/Shanker	  
–  Jump	  Start	  in	  Reading	  
– STAR	  Early	  Literacy	  

Rev.	  8/9/02	   (c)	  2002	  Good	  &	  Kaminski	   8	  

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency of 
DIBELS 

5	  

6	  

6	  

4	  

4	  

4	  

6	  

Total	  	  	  	  35	  

Ekwall/Shanker	   Jump	  Start	  in	  Reading	  

Emergent	  Literacy:	  InstrucKon	  

•  Alphabet	  knowledge	  
•  Phonological	  awareness	  
•  Concepts	  of	  print	  
•  Oral	  language	  

Alphabet	  Knowledge	  
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Alphabet	  Knowledge	  

•  Knowledge	  of	  names	  and	  sounds	  of	  printed	  
le\ers	  

•  Importance?	  

•  What	  are	  you	  currently	  doing?	  

Assessing	  Alphabet	  Knowledge	  

Alphabet	  Knowledge:	  InstrucKon	  

•  Le\er	  sorts	  
•  Name	  puzzles	  
•  Use	  literature	  

– Vowel	  sound	  awareness	  
– Consonant	  awareness	  

Alphabet	  Knowledge:	  InstrucKon	  

AcKvity	  

Phonological Awareness	  

Phonological Awareness 

•  The conscious understanding about how 
speech can be broken down into different 
size parts  

•  The ability to manipulate those parts 

Note:	  Phonological	  Awareness	  is	  not…	  
the	  same	  as	  phonics	  -‐	  no	  le\er-‐sound	  correspondence	  is	  involved.	  	  It	  may	  be	  

an	  essenKal	  skill	  for	  phonics	  instrucKon	  to	  make	  sense,	  however.	  
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Phonology: 
the	  study	  of	  how	  sounds	  are	  

organized	  into	  words	  and	  phrases 

Phonological	  Awareness	  

Phonemic	  Awareness	  

Why	  does	  phonological	  awareness	  
ma\er	  so	  much?	  

•  Children who begin school with little phonological 
awareness have trouble acquiring alphabetic coding 
skill and thus difficulty recognizing words. 
(Stanovich, 2000, p.393) 

•  One of the best predictors of how well students will 
learn to read during their first two years in school is 
phonemic awareness (Learning First Alliance, 2000; 
NRP, 2000) 

•  Understanding the sound system of language provides 
foundation for reading instruction 

Phonological	  Skills	  

ü  DetecKng	  
ü Matching	  
ü  Blending	  
ü  SegmenKng	  
ü  DeleKng	  
ü ManipulaKng	   What	  are	  you	  currently	  doing?	  

Key	  Terms 	  	  
•  Rhyming:	  Helps	  children	  understand	  how	  language	  sounds	  

and	  works;	  important	  to	  be	  able	  to	  recognize	  and	  generate	  
rhyme	  

•  Syllable:	  Units	  of	  speech	  that	  consist	  of	  at	  least	  a	  vowel,	  but	  
usually	  other	  sounds	  before	  and/or	  acer	  the	  vowel,	  as	  well	  
(e.g.	  sis-‐ter,	  mo-‐tor-‐cy-‐cle).	  

•  Onset:	  In	  any	  syllable,	  the	  onset	  is	  the	  part	  of	  the	  syllable	  that	  
precedes	  the	  vowel.	  In	  meet,	  the	  onset	  is	  /m/.	  

•  Rime:	  In	  any	  syllable,	  the	  rime	  includes	  all	  sounds	  from	  the	  
vowel	  to	  the	  end	  of	  the	  syllable.	  In	  meet,	  the	  rime	  is	  /eet/	  

•  Elkonin	  boxes:	  instrucKonal	  squares	  used	  to	  teach	  
phonological	  awareness	  or	  phonics	  	  

•  Phoneme:	  individual	  speech	  sound	  

Rhyming: Read and Sing 

•  Every day:  songs, finger-plays, chants, 
poems, nursery rhymes 

•  Read books with rhyming text, alliteration, 
and assonance (repetition of vowel sounds 
within a short passage or verse, e.g. fleet	  feet	  
sweep	  by	  sleeping	  geeks	  ) 

•  Repeated readings, let the kids join in 
•  Call attention to the language 

– Explicit language play 
– New verses for songs 
– Alter voice 
– Signals for rhyming words 
– Oral, visual, kinesthetic cues 

Rhyming 
•  Using literature is the best way to 

teach kids to identify rhyme, but they 
need to be able to generate rhymes 
also 

•  When kids generate a rhyme, 
nonsense words are acceptable 

•  Examples: Poems, Big Book, 
Children’s Lit, etc 
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Discriminating: Initial	   Discriminating: Final	  

Phonemic Awareness 

•  The conscious understanding that spoken 
words are made up of individual sounds  

•  The ability to manipulate those sounds 

•  Phoneme – individual speech sounds 
•  There are 44 phonemes in the English 

language, including letter combinations 
such as /th/.  

Phonemic Awareness	  

Quiz	  

cat,	  train,	  thought,	  straight,	  flounder	  

Elkonin	  Boxes	  

•  Count	  the	  sounds	  in	  the	  
word	  with	  the	  student.	  

•  Draw	  one	  box	  for	  each	  
sound.	  

•  Use	  chips	  to	  represent	  
sounds	  at	  first.	  

l l l 

Concepts	  of	  Print	  
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Concepts	  of	  Print	  

•  Knowledge	  of	  convenKons	  of	  print	  and	  print	  
concepts	  
– Reading	  lec	  to	  right	  
– Front	  to	  back	  
– Book	  cover	  
– Author	  
–  Illustrator	  

Concepts	  of	  Print:	  Assessment	  

Concepts	  of	  Print:	  InstrucKon	  

•  Shared	  reading	  
– PEER	  
– CROWD	   Concepts	  of	  Print	  

AcKvity	  

Oral	  Language	  

Hart and Risley (1995) conducted  
a longitudinal study of children 
and families from three groups:	  

•  Professional families 
• Working-class families 
•  Families on welfare 
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	  Hart	  &	  Risley	  compared	  the	  
mean	  number	  of	  interac<ons	  
ini<ated	  per	  hour	  in	  each	  of	  the	  
three	  groups.	  

How	  do	  you	  think	  the	  three	  groups	  compared?	  
Welfare,	  working,	  professional	  

	  Hart	  &	  Risley	  compared	  the	  
mean	  number	  of	  interac<ons	  
ini<ated	  per	  hour	  in	  each	  of	  the	  
three	  groups.	  

	  Hart	  &	  Risley	  also	  compared	  the	  mean	  number	  
of	  minutes	  of	  interac<on	  per	  hour	  in	  the	  three	  
groups.	  

How	  do	  you	  think	  the	  three	  groups	  compared?	  
Welfare,	  working,	  professional	  

	  Hart	  &	  Risley	  also	  compared	  the	  mean	  number	  
of	  minutes	  of	  interac<on	  per	  hour	  in	  the	  three	  
groups.	  
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What	  does	  this	  mean	  for	  you	  as	  a	  teacher?	  

Oral	  Language	  

•  Word	  knowledge	  impacts	  the	  ability	  to	  learn	  
to	  read	  

•  Difficult	  to	  learn	  to	  read	  words	  if	  you	  do	  not	  
know	  words	  (i.e.,	  what	  they	  mean;	  what	  they	  
represent)	  

Florida	  Center	  for	  Reading	  Research	  

Oral	  Language	  

•  It	  is	  important	  that	  young	  children	  receive	  
opportuniKes	  to	  
– Responding	  to	  sounds	  in	  the	  environment	  
– Responding	  interacKvely	  with	  others	  
– Recognizing	  and	  responding	  to	  the	  meaning	  of	  
familiar	  words	  

– Following	  simple	  or	  rouKne	  direcKons	  

h\p://www.ode.state.or.us/superintendent/prioriKes/ready4school/languagebto3.pdf	  

AcKviKes	  to	  Promote	  Oral	  Language	  
Development	  

•  InteracKons	  with	  adults	  
•  InteracKons	  with	  other	  children	  
•  Teacher	  read	  alouds	  
•  Songs	  
•  Games	  

Text	  Talk	  	  Beck,	  McKeown,	  &	  Kucan	  (2002)	  Bringing	  Words	  to	  Life	  

Step	  One:	  	  Read	  (and	  discuss)	  the	  story	  with	  your	  students.	  	  

Step	  Two:	  	  Introduce	  the	  target	  words	  one	  at	  a	  Kme.	  	  
Step	  Three:	  	  Ask	  students	  to	  repeat	  the	  word.	  
Step	  Four:	  	  Introduce	  the	  meaning	  of	  the	  word.	  

Step	  Five:	  	  Share	  examples	  of	  the	  word	  in	  contexts	  that	  are	  
different	  from	  the	  context	  in	  the	  story.	  	  

Step	  Six:	  	  Engage	  students	  in	  thinking	  about	  and	  using	  the	  meaning	  
of	  the	  word.	  	  

Step	  Seven:	  	  Ask	  students	  to	  repeat	  the	  word	  again	  to	  reinforce	  its	  
phonological	  representaKon.	  	  

Step	  Eight:	  	  Create	  acKviKes	  where	  students	  are	  required	  to	  
interact	  with	  the	  targeted	  words.	  

Choose	  a	  Book	  
Read/skim	  your	  book	  and	  locate	  words	  you	  would	  
choose	  to	  teach.	  Narrow	  your	  original	  list	  to	  THE	  
three	  words	  you	  would	  teach	  to	  your	  students	  

Remember	  the	  words	  you	  choose	  to	  teach	  
are	  not	  words	  that	  students	  should	  be	  able	  
to	  read/decode	  just	  words	  students	  should	  
be	  able	  to	  understand	  in	  listening	  and	  
speaking!	  
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Books	  to	  Promote	  Oral	  Language	  

•  Wordless	  picture	  books	  

Sullivan,	  2004	  

Take	  a	  few	  minutes	  to	  survey	  the	  
text(s)	  you	  have	  been	  provided	  

How	  can	  the	  text(s)	  be	  used	  to	  
promote	  oral	  language	  

development?	  

Thanks	  for	  your	  Kme	  

Nicole	  Fenty	  
nsfent01@exchange.louisville.edu	  


