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TNTP’s latest report, The Opportunity Myth, examines the quality of students’

academic experiences in school—and its effect on their long-term success.





Understand students’ 

academic experiences

in schools 

nationwide

to advance 

student learning.

We partnered with five school systems to look closely at what students 
are doing in school and how to improve these experiences at scale.





Almost all students—regardless of who they are—
intend to go to college or beyond. 







But most students are spending most of their time working on low quality 
assignments that are not preparing them for the challenges ahead.

After reading a fifth-grade level 

text, eighth graders in this class 

completed multiple-choice 

questions and filled in the 

missing vowels in words.





How do we begin to disrupt the Opportunity Myth?







In a single school year, the average 

student spends about 530 HOURS OF 

THE APPROXIMATELY 720 HOURS in their 

core classes on assignments that 

are not grade appropriate.

Recommendation #1: Make greater access to 
grade-appropriate assignments an urgent 
priority for all students.









Recommendation #2: Give all students—especially those who are behind 
grade level—access to instruction that asks them to think 

and engage deeply with challenging material.





The opportunity myth wasn’t created by 

teachers, who are working hard and doing 

what they’ve been trained and told to do.

Most students—93% OF THOSE WE SURVEYED—

told us it’s important to their teachers that 

they learn a lot.



Recommendation #3: Ask students about their school experiences. 
Listen to what they share and act on what they tell you.







Recommendation #4: Support educators to enact high expectations for students by 
seeing firsthand that students are capable of succeeding with more rigorous material.



We can—and should—learn from these bright spots.

The schools that provided students with the best classroom 
experiences tended to be the ones that supported their teachers 

to be able to hold high expectations.

These “bright spot” schools:

Held a clear vision of excellent instruction that focused on a 

small set of academic priorities for students’ success. 

Paired that vision with strategic supports to help teachers meet 

the high bar called for in the school’s vision of excellence. 



Teachers of color held higher expectations for students of color, regardless of achievement. 

We must begin to diversify the teacher workforce.







tntp.org/studentexperiencetoolkit

Find a step-by-step guide for conducting an equity 

audit along with other resources for improving student 

experiences, including all tools used in the report and a 

full student work library.

opportunitymyth.tntp.org/act-now

Receive a personalized action guide with concrete 

suggestions, resources and tools to help you improve 

student experiences, access and outcomes.

Solution #5: Conduct an equity audit to determine 

whether your students have equitable access to the 

four resources discussed today. 

Use the free tools created by TNTP to assess access in 

your own classroom, school, or community. 

Think about the recommendations profiled today:

1. Make greater access to grade-appropriate assignments an urgent 

priority.

2. Give all students access to rigorous instruction that asks them to think 

and engage deeply with challenging material.

3. Ask students about their school experiences. Listen to what they share 

and act on what they tell you.

4. Support educators to enact high expectations by seeing firsthand that 

students are capable of succeeding with rigorous material.

Which of these recommendations feel most urgent to you? 

What could you do to begin to implement those 

recommendations in your program?



tntp.org/studentexperiencetoolkit

Find a step-by-step equity audit guide along with other 

resources for improving student experiences, including 

all tools used in the report and a full student work 

library.

opportunitymyth.tntp.org/act-now

Receive a personalized action guide with concrete 

resources to help you improve student experiences, 

access and outcomes.

Recommendation #5: 

Conduct an equity audit to determine whether program 

graduates and pre-service teachers consistently provide 

equitable access to the four resources. 

Use TNTP’s free tools to help.


