
 
 

Call for Papers for Special Issue of Journal of Student Financial Aid: 
Effects of the Pandemic on Financial Aid Policy and Practice 

 
The Journal of Student Financial Aid (JSFA) is collaborating with the National Association of Student 
Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) to publish a special issue focused on the immediate and pressing 
need for understanding the effects of the pandemic on access and success in postsecondary education. 
More specifically, the issue will focus on answering three essential questions. 
  

• What are the effects of the pandemic on financial aid policy and practice? 
• What are the effects of the pandemic on students’ financial aid, especially for underrepresented 

and marginalized students? 
• How should policy and practice respond in light of those effects?  

 
The full effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on postsecondary education remain to be seen. Yet, already, 
evidence suggests that the pandemic is exacerbating inequalities in higher education for marginalized 
populations (e.g., students from low-income families, first-generation college students, and students of 
color). For example, completion of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) fell for all 
students between March 1 and April 30, 2020, but more so for low-income (i.e., less than $25,000) 
students than high-income (i.e., more than $50,000) students, at 14.5% and 3.9% respectively. Although 
FAFSA completion has increased for all students in the current year, the increase has been smallest for 
low-income compared to high-income students (8.6% and 29.6%, respectively, between May 1 and June 
30, 2021). FAFSA completion is necessary to receive almost all forms of financial aid and serves as an 
early indicator of future college enrollment.  
 
Of particular concern for this special issue are the near- and long-term financial impacts of the pandemic 
on student populations who were less likely to attain a degree before the pandemic. As one example, of 
students who began as degree-seeking, full-time students at two-year institutions in 2015, 27.7% of 
African American or Black students completed their degree in three years compared to 34.9% of white 
students. During the pandemic, people of color were more likely to have been laid off and low-income 
households were less likely than higher income households to have access to technology for educating 
children at home. As recovery from the pandemic has begun, the percentage of lower-income 
households (less than $25,000 annually) that has been vaccinated is 16.5 percentage points lower than 
higher-income households (more than $125,000 annually). This raises questions about how vaccination 
status is tied to short- and long-term financial impacts of the pandemic on student populations who 
were less likely to attain a degree before the pandemic.  
 
Topics 
 
We invite proposals on a range of possible topics including, but not limited to: 
 
 



• Access, persistence, and financial aid of minoritized, low-income, and/or first-generation 
students 

• Access, persistence, and financial aid of students formerly in foster care, as well as students who 
face food and housing insecurity 

• Practice of aid administration  
• Emergency aid 
• Graduate student access, persistence, and financial aid 
• Professional judgment 

 
Proposal format 
 
Papers may take a variety of formats including original empirical analyses; scholarly papers; analysis of 
pandemic-related higher education policies (e.g., Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund); and more. 
Proposals should be no longer than 500 words and clearly state the thesis of the paper as well as the 
relevance of the topic to policymakers and practitioners. The JSFA’s content guidelines provide 
additional information regarding requirements for specific submission types. We encourage submission 
of works in progress as well. We will select 10 papers for inclusion in the issue.  
 
A unique feature of this special issue is that each paper will be paired with a policy/practitioner 
organization or think tank (e.g., NASFAA, AccessLex). Those organizations will provide feedback and 
input to the authors as part of the review process to help shape recommendations for policy and 
practice. In addition, these partners will help promote the research and recommendations in each 
paper. The issue will include a convening in early Fall 2021 (i.e., Research-to-Practice Convening) with 
authors and practitioner/policy organizations to workshop and discuss each paper. 
 
Proposed timeline 

• June 10, 2021: Call for submissions opens 
• June 30, 2021: Call for submissions closes 
• September 30, 2021: Initial drafts due to reviewers 
• October 15, 2021: First round referees completed 
• Early November 2021: Research-to-practice convening 
• December 15, 2021: Revised drafts due to reviewers 
• December 30, 2021: Final versions accepted 
• January 2022: Special issue released 

Proposals should be submitted to jsfa@louisville.edu. 
 


