Dear Students,

The protests in our city and in others over the past week highlight frustrations over long-
standing biases and inequities that confront persons of color in our country, especially the black
community. These inequities do not respect the boundaries of our campus, and we recognize
that this is a time when our students need our support, advocacy and attention. We affirm Dr.
Bendapudi’s Cardinal Principles of Diversity and Inclusion, Respect, and of being a Community
of Care. We stand in support of all students of color on our campuses. We would also like to
share the note that has been circulated by UofL’s offices of diversity and equity, which outlines
several ways to become active to facilitate change in our community.

We recognize that many are suffering because of racial discrimination and social injustice.
Recent acts that have targeted black members of our country have had a profound impact on
our community. We want to remind everyone of the resources that our campus provides,
including the UofL Office of Diversity and Equity and the Counseling Center. After hearing from
some of our black student leaders, faculty and staff who have shared their pain, frustration and
anger, Neeli and Beth have challenged themselves and the deans to commit to improving the
culture of our campus and community. We commit to supporting our Cardinal family through
these challenging times and working together to create the change you want to see.

Regards,

Beth A. Boehm, PhD
Provost

Paul DeMarco, PhD
Acting Dean of the Graduate School
Vice Provost for Graduate Affairs

Michael Mardis, PhD
Dean of Students
Vice Provost for Student Affairs


https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uoflnews.com%2Fpost%2Fuofltoday%2Fa-statement-from-president-bendapudi-diversity-and-inclusion-our-cardinal-principle%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cpaul.demarco%40louisville.edu%7C12adeb2af270419592c608d807be50ac%7Cdd246e4a54344e158ae391ad9797b209%7C0%7C0%7C637267862263470481&sdata=gRtVxedlzq9AvNiR49SzUv5t5F7ony0BxwnufCLuA2Q%3D&reserved=0
https://louisville.edu/artsandsciences/dce/StatementfromDiversityEquityandInclusionDirectors5.29.2020.pdf
https://louisville.edu/diversity
https://louisville.edu/counseling

