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18th Street Corridor Brownfields Assessment
Report Released

The 18th Street Corridor Brownfields Assessment Grant was
completed with the release of the report describing the findings from a
series of community meetings, outreach by Neighborhood Center for
Community Change, AMEC, and UofL capstone students. The report
highlights opportunities within the corridor for development and
improvement and provides a snapshot of changes already taking
place.  The full report can be accessed here.

New Practice Guides!

We are pleased to announce the availability of three new practices
guides.  See a listing of all our practice guides here.

Using Principlies of Sustainability to Improve Student Health  The
rising obesity rate among children under 18 is a critical public health
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issue and has led to illnesses normally associated with adults being
detected among school-age children. Poor eating habits and lack of
exercise are the two biggest contributors to this epidemic. This practice
guide offers suggestions on how principles of environmental
sustainability—such as walkable streets, civic agriculture, and
environmental justice—can also help improve the health of our nation’s
children by increasing access to healthy food and opportunities for
exercise in both our schools and communities.

Communities, Trains, and Trainyards:  Exploring Options for
Affected Municipalities  This practice guide addresses how
communities can work with rail carriers and regulators to improve
community well-being and enact appropriate regulations to
preemptively protect community health and well-being. State and
federal regulations, idling, whistles and train noise, chemical leaks,
transload facilities, and rail safety are discussed in a problem-solution
format.

Sustainable Water Management on Brownfields Sites  Managing
stormwater is a central concern for municipalities struggling with more
intense weather events and increased pressure to develop land that
would have previously accommodated stormwater through infiltration.
Green infrastructure, which creates an infrastructure through
engineered and natural components that act as a living infrastructure
for stormwater management, and low-impact development that
manages stormwater close to the source in a way that replicates the
pre-development management of water on a site, are proven methods
to manage stormwater more efficiently. This practice guide makes the
case for using green infrastructure on brownfield sites as a way to offer
an environmentally friendly amenity while also meeting cleanup
requirements. It includes a brief history of brownfields, a description of
cleanup practices, examples of potential uses of green infrastructure
and low-impact development on brownfield sites, a summary of current
sources of funding for including green infrastructure and low-impact
development on a site, followed by case studies of developments that
successfully included green infrastructure or low-impact development.

McFerran's Headstart One Mile Walker's Club
Community Garden
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We were thrilled to assist Ms. Pamela Sutton at McFerran Headstart in
teaching her students about healthy eating by installed two raised
beds.  Working with local companies, we were able to provide Ms.
Sutton with the beds and soil to get her students started growing their
own healthy food.  The beds were filled with soil on Friday, September
25, and planting took place immediately afterward.  Lean more at:
CEPM's Safe Urban Gardening Program.

Webinar: Brownfields and Vacant Properties
Inventories & Information Systems: Lessons
from the Field

The August 2014 webinar Brownfields and Vacant Properties
Inventories & Information Systems:  Lessons from the Field is now
available online.  Learn about the value and various means of
conducting inventories and property condition surveys as building
information systems around brownfields and vacant properties.
 Examples include how communities can use this data to inform
development and implementation of plans, spur strategic revitilization
initiatives, leverage funding and educate and engage the public.  Learn
more about other information made available by the HUD Sustainable
Communities Capacity Building Grant here.

People's Climate March Kentuckiana
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"Suddenly, Nothing Was Ever the Same":
Hurricane Sandy

Donald Watson will be hosting
a webinar on September 26,
2014, at 12 pm EST.  He is
co-author of the 2011 book,
“Design for Flooding:

Resilience to Climate Change,” published before Hurricanes Irene and
Sandy battered the U.S. Eastern Seaboard States and urban centers.
These events came as a surprise to many in the planning and
development fields, and even more so, to the devastated communities
still recovering from its economic, social, public safety and health
impacts. In this introductory overview, Watson will review the strengths
and weaknesses of present-day planning for natural disasters. He
explains how “stumbling blocks” can become “stepping stones” in
improving our cities, states and regions and presents “CPR:
Community Planning for Resilience,” an approach now required for
sound, safe, and resilient communities across our nation.
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