
       Small but mighty…  

The Gulf Coast Shall Rise Again… 

Camille’s track 
August 14-22, 1969 
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   Overview 
Known as one of the most catastrophic hurricanes of the 
20th Century, the monstrous storm known as Hurricane 
Camille left complete devastation in her wake. Entire towns 
were destroyed, precious lives were lost, and thousands of 
citizens were left homeless. In 1969, Camille was only the 
second Category 5 hurricane to strike the U.S., following 
behind the “Labor Day Hurricane” in 1935. She was a small 
storm with an exceptionally tight eye and was under-
estimated by forecasters. Camille highlighted the lack of 
hurricane preparedness and forecasting technology in the 
U.S. at that time. The Gulf Coast of Mississippi was torn 
apart due to Camille’s high wind speed and storm surge, 
though the true devastation was the amount of lives that 
may have been saved if evacuation warnings and procedures 
were adequately developed beforehand. She went on to 
produce record-shattering rain in Virginia, leaving cities 
under water and destroyed.  

“I saw the bodies of the Williams 

family mingle with several 

freshly buried coffins, airtight 

boxes, which washed up out of 

their graves under the intense 

pressure of the rolling waves.”  
-66-year-old carpenter Fred DeMetz on Camille 

Christina Andress  
University of Louisville  

 
           Significant Impacts: 
 
• 256 U.S. fatalities (143 along Gulf 

Coast, 113 in Virginia floods)  
• 24 foot storm surge through Pass 

Christian, MS – flooded 70% of 
Dauphin Island (14 mile long island 
on Alabama coast) 

• 11 mile diameter eye  
• Wind gusts up to 200 mph near 

center and 170 mph sustained winds 
with a radius of ~15 miles at landfall 

• 905 mb intensity at U.S. landfall 
• $1.42 billion of damage ($9.16 billion 

2016 USD) due to destroyed roads, 
homes, industries, beach erosion, and 
bridges swept away 

• Disastrous floods in the Appalachian 
Mountains of Virginia & West Virginia 

• 200,000 people left homeless 

 


