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(20) Among the structures and objects included in the nominated district but not built
specifically for the university or its predecessors, the oldest is the Old Art Gallery

(see map 5; photo 33), which is situated just east of the northeast corner of the new
guadrangle between the Humanities Building, a pair of 1960s dormitories, and an interesting
1970 Ecumenical Building half-sunk in the ground just north of it. Although its actual date
of construction and original purpose are not known, the Art Gallery was apparently one of
the earlier townhouses in the area, perhaps deliberately located near the House of Refuge.
Its Italianate trim wilth bracketted and dentillated cornice and lintels suggests a date in the
1870s. Various additions to the rear add to the interest of this small but dignified structure
which contributes to the sense of human scale and historical perspective in this portion of
the campus.

o

i I )

(21) Confederate Place (see maps 2, 3, 5; photos 2, 34, 35) was once part of Confederate
Road, which angled southwest from the southern terminus of Third Street before the latter
was cut through the campus to continue its southward course. The nine surviving residences
on the truncated block of Confederate Place, now located between a high-rise dormitory to
the north and a belated "Georgian' fraternity complex o the south, retains some of the 3
character of the residential area that contained the umiversity on the north and west prior :
to urban renewal in the 19G60s. It also preserves adjacent fo the university a link with the 3
splendors of the Old Louisville Residential District. The nine 2 1/2-story brick houses,
converted to social society use, span the stylistic range of the 1890s and the first decade of
the 20th century., There are belated Richardsonian elements, chaster and more stiffly
geometric classical details, and the later oversized references to the Arts and Crafts
movement. In spite of several gaps between individual buildings, this is still an impressive
row, with interestingly varied but harmonious massing, materials, textures, and defails,

It also provides a congruous setting for the Speed Art Museum on the opposite of Third Street.

{22) The Confederate Monument (see maps 4,’ 5; photos 2, 35 and 35a), located at the
intersection of Third Street and its curving northeastward link to 2nd Street, Brandeis
Avenue, Confederate Place, md the driveway of the Speed Museum, is a conspicuous visual

T T T T T T T

and symbolic landmark, punctuating not only the traffic patterns but also the residential, Y
educational, cultural, and (recently developed to the northwest) commercial nexus of the %
area. It was erected in 1895 of precisely-cut granite adorned with bronze statuary and trim fj
cast in Munich to the design of Ferdinand Von Miller. The tall shaft resembles a truncated E"

obelisk with relief sculpture of. military emblems serving both as capital and as base for
the statue of a resting soldier at the top. Two more active figuwres facing east and west flank

{continued)
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the shaft on p'edestals that project from the stepped platform. Four handsome and elaborate
lamp-standards at the compass points shown in an early photo (photo 35a) have been sacri-
ficed to traffic requirements, but the monument is otherwise intact and in good condition.

(23) The J. B. Speed Art Museum (see maps 4, 5; photos 36, 37) is perhaps the [inest
building in the district. The last major work of architect Arthur Loomis (in association
with J. B. Hutchings, whose son E. T. Hutchings did later work for the university, and

W. Netherland), it is a noble example of Beaux-Arts Classicism applied to the functional
requirements of a museum. Of superbly-worked Indiana limestone, its bold mass faces
Third Street above a graceful stone balustrade that masks the drive. A central pavilion,
whose Doric columns and piers are silhouetted against the recessed entrance, is flanked by
bare walls terminated by commem ™ orative panels set. into pilastered frames. The plainness
is relieved by the exquisitely calculated entablatures and other moldings. The cxterior
treatment, of course, provides the maximum amount of usable interior wall space for display
of works of art lit by skylights over the monumental exhibit halls. Additional display areas
as well as space for offices and conservation were added in‘a modest northeast wing in the
late 1930s or 1940s,

In 1974 a new wing housing an auditorium, library, sculpture court, and more exhibition
space was appended to the north of the museum. Designed by Brenner, Danforth, and
Rockwell of Chicago, this wing is of comparable quality and in some ways similar
character to Loomis' masterwork. A two-story octagon sheathed in grey-green slate is
linked to the main block by one-story glass-and-steel halls with the open court between.
While ingeniously accommodating interior functions, the octagonal shape conforms to the
vestigial axis of Shipp Street, thus preserving a subliminal visual reference to the House of
Refuge grounds laid out over a century earlier.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Belknap Campus of the University of Louisville contains a palimpsest of structures

and remnants of campus plans representing not only the present University--long considered
to be the oldest municipally-supported university in the Midwest (now part of the State
educational system)--but two earlier institutions located on the same site, the Louisville
House of Refuge (which made provision for black children as early as 1876) and its later
transformation as the Louisville Industrial School of Reform. These significant hwmanitarian
and educational institutions have been housed in a series of buildings reflecting over a
century of architectural design and construction technigques. In spite of a variety of
architectural styles, orientations, and materials (although red brick predominates), there is
an overall unity of scale in both massing and defail. These characteristics have been
carefully preserved even in the most recent edifices, at least one of which is of distinguished
contemporary design. The buildings and superimposed campus layouis include the work of some
of the city's most noted architects during the period, as well as planners prominent both
locally and nationwide. In an attractively landscaped setting, the ensemble provides a wealth
of association and architecture extending through more than a century and unparalleled among
the larger universities of Kentucky. ‘ |

The public history of the Belknap Campus District began in 1850 with the sale of the land to
the City of Louisville and its establishment in that year as a public cemetery. Previously
the property of the heirs of Ewell Shipp, for whom bordering Shipp Street would later be
named, the parcel was sold to the city by Thomas Browne for about $10,000 and totaled 82.5
acres. It was Browne's desire, according to the deed of conveyance, that the grownds be
permanently dedicated to the benefit of the public. Two years earlier, in 1848, Cave Hill
Cemetery in the eastern Highlands of Louisville had received its charter, thus joining the
cify's Western Cemetery, which had existed for a number of years, to form the major
nondenominational burial grounds in the vicinity. Judging from the proximity of the date of
the Cave Hill charter to that of the Browne purchase along with occasional references to the
former Shipp land as the "Southern Cemetery,' it may be surmised that the conveyance
occurred as part of a public policy to allow for widely separated and geographically balanced
municipal necropoli. C

For the next ten years the site, known legally as the Oaklamd Cemetery, was owned and
supposedly operated by the city as a public cemetery. Its official name may have been derived
from the nearby Oakland Racecourse at Seventh and Magnolia Streets. However, the city's

(continued)

o s e T L
t&%‘k‘.i‘;«-_u_lh;:wﬁ-‘-‘ " e g AT

T T T N T IE




“orm No. 10-300a

Rev. 10.74} : 3
UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FORNPS USE ONLY 1
NATIONAL PARK SERVICF
) RECEIVED
NATIONAL DEGISTER QF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM CATE ENTERED
Belknap Campus, University of Louisville
CONTINUATION SHEET . ) ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2

responsiveness to the burial and, as was often the case without free parks, recreational
needs of its southern sector was not matched by its citizens' support. By the summer of
1859, the city was in search of another use for its Oakland acreage. The cemetery was never
a success; that anyone was ever buried there, or even secured burial rights, is highly
doubtful. One daily newspaper's promotion of the site as grounds for the Louisville

House of Refuge, an institution chartered five years earlier on July 2, 1854, for the care

of the city's growing ranks of delinquent and derelict juveniles, casts additional doubt on

the cemetery's success: in its editorial of June 22, 1859, the Louisville Daily Courier 3
commended local government for finally making a2 commitment to the House and its wish <
to "provide a home for the homeless, and a refuge for the destitute and suffering of both
sexes." In declaring the site the ideal place for such a pursuit, the paper pointed out that 3
it had the advantage of already being paid for, was accessible to the city (the site marked 3
the end of Third Street--the major north-south axis of the downtown area--at the time), and
the land was "as healthy... .as any near Louisville." Days later, on July 2, 1859, the

city appropriated $60,000 to the House for construction and site improvements. An ordinance
of conveyance giving the site, with any bodies which may have been there reinterred elsewhere,
to the president and board of managers of the House followed on March 27, 1860.

TR

The establishment and granting of land and financing for the Louisville House of Refuge was
part of a mid-century reform impulse which ended with the formation of similar institutions
in many other cities throughout the nation. That a mid-western city such as Louisville,
one not even through its sixth decade of settlement, would possess the foresight to make
such a sophisticated, cosmopolitan pledge demands acknowledgment and praise. The river
city's quick climb to regional hegemony resulted, it seems, in more than rail or canal
construction, bustling streets, a thriving commerce, and splendid architectural works.

The municipal park movement, a phenomenon which would reach fruition locally in Olmsted's
comprehensive Louisville park system of the early 'nineties, actually saw its beginning in

-
the southern section of the present district in the vicinity of Eastern Parkway and Brook '
Street. In the 1860 ordinance of conveyance, the City Council required that as compensation
for its gift to the House, the board of managers "set apart and lay out not less than forty
acres of saidland in one body and. . .ornament and embellish it for a Public Park." - i‘
This was done, and from 1860 until 1866, when the restriction was revoked so that the land
could be used by the House as a farm, the space was used as a driving park. A contem- -
porary map shows that it was named the Southern Driving Park while accounts found in the -
County Clerk's records reveal that Third Street may have been temporarily known as
Park Avenue (see map la). g»

]

(continued) 3
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Residents of the growing suburb south of the city, one which came to be the fashionable

Old Louisville at the turn of the century (see the National Register nomination form for

the Old Louisville Resideniial District, listed on the Register, February 7, 1975), were not
the only ones to benefit from the adaptation of the cemetery-park as a humanitarian
institution. The first building on the House of Refuge grounds, designed by architect

Henry Whitestone and complefed in 1851, was used as hospital quarters for Union soldiers
sent to neutral Louisville to recuperate. This first edifice, damaged by fire and destroyed
in 1925, signaled the invdvement of the area's finest architectural talents while also marking
the beginning of a remarkable design continuum, )

In this first effort, named for institute presidest and mayor dohn G. Baxter (b. 1826),
Whitestone (1819-1893) fashioned a rather stately building for the reform school, yet one
well within the utilitarian mold typical of the edifices yet to built by them (see the 1878
view of early campus buildings, photo 1). Largely Jtalianate with a characteristic
Whitestonian fenestration of rhythmic stone-arched windows, the brick building was
cruciform-shaped. With its rectilineal proportions, fountain and flanking stone lions, and
siting at the southern terminus of the Third Street where it split into Confederate and Shipp
Roads intersection ‘(now the spot occupied by the Speed Museum), this edifice was indeed a
powerful focus for the surrounding grounds (see map 2 and phofo 2). Historically, it may
have represented a transition for the architect from the restraint which characterized his
early work with Isaiah Rogers in the 'fifties to a growing extravagance from the 'sixties on
up to his rectirement in the early ‘eighties. Although this major work for the reform school
by Louisville's most noted architect of the period has been lost, it has been discovered,
nonetheless, that other buildings existing in the district represent a remarkably close tie
to him.

Charles Julian Clarke (1837-1908) served, according to Elizabeth T. Jones, as a draftsman

in the Vhitestone office just prior to the Civil War. Leaving Whitestone, Clarke spent

a short period with local architect H. P. Bradshaw until he established his own practice

in about 1870. In all probability, Clarke may bhave had made some contribution to the work
done by Whitestone for the House of Refuge building as the war broke out. The present
Gardiner Hall, the original House of Refuge Female Department Building designed and erected
by Clarke in 1872--not a great departure in material and form from the Whitestone building--
suggests that his role in the latter may have been central (see photos 1, 2, 5-7). Erected
only two years later, the 1874 Chapel exhibits a substantially different quality (see photos

1, 2, 8, 9). Carpenter's Gothic revival, it too may have well been by Clarke judging from

{continued)
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his history of commissions for the reform institutions and its similarity to design patterns
for school buildings produced by him and published in 1876.

The last figure in this architectural triad was Arthur Loomis (1857-1934). Associated with
Clarke as a draftsman as early as 1873, Loomis joined his mentor as a full partner in 1891
under the firm-tifle of Clarke and Loomis. The two documented works for the Louisville 2
Industrial School of Reform (as the House of Refuge was renamed) by thig pair--the 1893
Black Female Building (Social Sciences Building; see photos 5, 14) and the 1893 Workshop
Building (Brigman Hall; see photos 2, 14, 15)--are among the more decorative of the
district's buildings yet fall far short of matching the exuberance or expense of their Conrad
Mansion {Rose Anna Hughes Home, included in the Old Louisville Residential District) or
Louisville Medical College (former University of Louisville School of Medicine, listed on
the National Register on July 30, 1975) of the same period, the latter two being among the
finest buildings erected in the city during the pasi century. After Clarke's death, Loomis
practiced briefly with Julivse Hartman, but spent most of his final years without partners.
He designed the last of the Whitestone~Clarke-Loomis buildings in the district in 1925-27,
Ironically, this edifice, the J. B. Speed Museum, was built on the spot of Baxter Hall,
Whitestone's effort of nearly seventy years before.

D e e T T T
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The University of Louisville, a munieipal institution with a distinguished ancestry, has
spent its last fifty years in this significant nineteenth~century milieu. The origin of the
University of Louisville is traditionally identified with that of the founding of the Jefferson
Seminary in 1797. Ifs more substantially continuous history, however, began in 1836 with 3
the establishment of the Louisville Medical Institute, which merged with the Louisville
College in 1846, and then incorporated as the University of Louisville with the authority

to institute all the departments of a university. A School of Law was added the same year,
but not until 1907 was the College of Liberal Arts established through the aid of private g
funds. From 1910 until 1970, when the umiversity became part of the state higher educational
system, appropriations were made by the city. '

In 1907 and 1908 five medical schools were merged in the School of Medicine of the
university, and in 1918 the School of Dentistry was added, In 1924, after consideration of’
several sites, the present Belknap Campus was acquired. TFrom the institution then known
as the Louisville and Jefferson County Children's Home, the university inherited about 40
acres (since expanded by other acquisitions, including those made available by Urban
Renewal clearance of adjacent areas) and about a dozen buildings, most of which survive,
as described here.

- (continued)
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During the 19th and early 20th century the university's schools had been housed in a number
of architecturally important buildings located on the fringe of the downtown area. Two
major structures were located at Eighth and Chestnut Streets in what was known as
Unjversity Square. The 1838 Medical School building was an outstanding Greek Revival
design by Gideon Shryock, architect of Kentucky's Old Statehouse in Frankfort and "Old
Morrison' at Transylvania College in Lexington (both listed on the National Register). The ;
Louisville building burned in the mid-1850s and was rebuilt along somewhat more Italianate A
lines by Henry Whitestone. Adjacent to the 1838 Medical School was the 1846 Academic L
Building designed by John Stirewalt, a liftle-known architect from North Carolina who was 4
trained under Town & Davis and deserves further scholarly attention. Both buildings -
were demolished in the early 1970s, having long been abandoned after many years' service
as the Central (Colored) High School.

Parts of the university were later housed in Whitestone's elegant Captain Silas Miller house
on West Broadway, and the Medical College was located from 1893 until its removal fo

a new complex in the 1970s in the superb building designed for it by Clarke & Loomis,
Thus, the university had had a distinguished architectural history, but bhad never had the
benefit of an extensive and planned campus before the acquisition of the Industrial School

of Reform property in the 1920s,

As Belknap Campus, named for local hardware magnate and university benefactor William
Belknap, the gite and its earlier structures have remained remarkably intact while housing
an institution not altogether unlike the one plamed "for the destitute and suffering of both
sexes." TIndeed, education has been z theme common to all three institutions located on :
the site.

The buildings erected by the two reform institutions were plain by nearly any standard.

The reason is clear: their bliilding needs ceptered mainly on producing useful, sturdy, and,
above all else, thrifty structures. While fiscal and moral economy (as well, no doubt,

as civic pride) influenced the appearance of these early buildings, the edifices erected

by the university were the result of a substantially different impulse. ,

Smitten with the dual allurements of an already-fading City Beautiful movement and their
procurement of a site with a good deal of vacantland (until the time they left, the reform
schools maintained considerable farm acreage), the universify trustees embarked on two

(continued)

GPO B52 455




srm Np 10-30(--
~ev 10-741}

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTCRIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

DAYE ENTERED

Belknap Campus, University of Louisville
CONTINUATION SHEET ' ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 9

Jones, FElizabeth F. '"Henry Whitestone: Nineteenth-Century Louisville Architect."
Master's thesis, Universifty of Louisville, 1974.

Shively, Leslie. '"Belknap Campus . . . Ifs History." Louisville; University of Louisville,
1959 (parmphlet).

Stern, Douglas L. "History of the Belknap Campus Site from 1850 to 1923." Work
paper, University of Louisville, 1974,

"The University of Louisville and Its Site from 1900 to 1942,." Work paper,
University of Louisville, 1974.

/Whitestone, Henry,/ "House of Refuge, Jefferson County, Kentucky, 1860. Unpublished
expense journal, Louisville: The Filson Club.

Annual Reports of the Louisville House of Refuge, Louisville Industrial School of
Reform, and University of Louisville.

GFO 892 455




