
IACUC POLICY FOR HOUSING RODENTS 


IN INVESTIGATOR LABORATORIES 

I.
PURPOSE
1.
To establish procedures for the overnight housing of rodents in an investigator laboratory.

II.
OVERNIGHT HOUSING
1.
Housing rodent in an investigator’s laboratory overnight requires IACUC approval.

2.
Requests to house animals in a laboratory overnight must be stated in a letter addressed to the IACUC.  The letter must include scientific justification for such housing.

3.
An animal husbandry protocol (page 3 - attached) must be completed and approved by a member of the RRF management staff before a request to house animals in a laboratory overnight will be considered by the IACUC.

III.
ANIMAL TRANSPORT PROCEDURES
1.
Animals must be transported in clean cages that are covered such that the animal environment is contained and public view is obscured.

2.
The cage cover must be clean and opaque.  Disposable plastic bags are the preferred covering material.

IV.
LABORATORY ROOM ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
1.
Room temperature must not exceed 79F or fall below 64F unless temperatures outside that range are required and approved by a member of the RRF management staff.  

2.
Room lighting must provide sufficient illumination for the well-being of the animal(s), allow good housekeeping practices, and provide adequate light for the inspection of the animals.

V.
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND CARE
1.
Microisolator caging must be used as the primary enclosure unless approval for alternate caging is given by a member of the RRF management staff.

2.
All animals must have, at a minimum, the recommended cage space given in the "Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals".  Exceptions to space requirements must have approval from the IACUC and a member of the RRF management staff.

3.
Appropriate caging for laboratory housing, including food, water, and bedding, must be obtained from the RRF. 

4.
All caging must be routinely changed every 4 days.  If the cage becomes excessively soiled, change must take place immediately.  

5.
Animals must be checked daily for signs of illness and assurance that dietary needs are being meet.

VI.
ANIMAL CARCASSES AND SOILED CAGE
1. 
Soiled, empty cage units or transport cages must be covered in the manner described for animal transport and returned to the RRF cage wash area for sanitization.  Such equipment must be returned on a daily basis.  Soiled caging equipment must not be allowed to accumulate in the laboratory. 

2.
Animal carcasses and tissues generated in a laboratory must be double-bagged in appropriate plastic bags, labeled properly and removed.  The bag label must include the project director's name, IACUC project number, date, and contents.

VII.
MISCELLANEOUS
1.
Multiple species may NOT be housed in the same room.

2.
RRF management staff must have a key to all laboratories in which approval has been given to house animals overnight.  RRF personnel may inspect the room at any time.  

Animal Husbandry Protocol for Housing Rodents in an Investigator Laboratory
  1.
IACUC Proposal Number___________________________________________________

2.
Building and room(s) where animals are to be housed_________________________

3.
Proposed length of time animals are to be housed
__________________________________________________________________________

4.
Laboratory personnel responsible for animal care and husbandry

Name _____________________________________________________________________

University address (Bldg, Room)______________________________________________

Lab number__________Fax number__________E-mail ID__________Beeper_________

5.
Caging to be used (please check one of the following):

____
Microisolator cages 
(recommended caging type; the use of other caging requires justification.)

____
Open Shoebox cages (solid bottom)

____
Metal Suspended caging 

____
Metabolic cages

____
Other (please specify)__________________________________________________

6.
Number of animals to be housed (per cage and experiment)

___________________________________________________________________________

7.
Diet________________________________________________________________________

8.
Special needs ______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

I agree to follow the guidelines as outlined in the RRF policy "Overnight Housing of Rodents in Investigator Laboratories".

______________________________    
______________________________
Project Director signature


Date
______________________________  
______________________________

RRF Representative Signature


Date
______________________________
______________________________

IACUC Chairman Signature


Date
Failure to adhere to the agreed upon methods/protocol will result in the loss of privilege to house animals in your laboratory.
