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Fall Semester         

Calendar 

Labor Day Sept 7 

(no classes) 

Parents Meeting Sept 14 

Fall Break Oct 1-7 

(no classes) 

Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

Nov 26-29 

(no classes) 

Clara’s Dream Dec 4-6 

No Classes Dec 7-8 

Last day of   

Semester 

Dec 19 

Spring Semester 

begins  

Jan 4 

     On behalf of the entire Dance Academy we’d like to extend our warmest welcome 
and best wishes to all of you as we embark on a new year.  We’ve had a wonderful 
summer, which included two dance camps for our younger students and a weeklong 
teacher’s workshop for JCPS teachers as well as our regular summer semester.  We 
can say unequivocally that all of the students worked extremely hard and that we are 
very excited about the year to come.  The Music School is (finally) drying out after 
some damage from the flood and we’re very anxious to heat things up and continue 
the work these young artists have already begun. 

     The first part of our year will be highlighted by two events.  The Dance Theatre 
will, once again, be participating in the Louisville Orchestra’s October Orkidstra 
concert at the end of that month.  This year that concert is to be held at the beautiful 
Louisville Palace and is sure to be a really terrific experience for the kids.  Secondly, 
we are to be joined by the University of Louisville Symphony under the direction of     
Kimcherie Lloyd for this year’s edition of “Clara’s Dream.” We welcome the orches-
tra with obvious excitement and know that you will welcome Dr. Lloyd and all the 
players with the enthusiasm that this wonderful gift so richly merits.  Please note 
that we’ve added a Sunday matinee performance this year. 

     Our spring will include our annual Lecture Demonstration in March, the South-
eastern Regional Ballet Association Festival (this year in North Carolina) in early 
May, and will conclude with what we hope will be a terrific Spring Gala later that 
same month. 

     In the interim we are very pleased to report that, once again, all of our graduating 
seniors from this past May received acceptance into college that included significant 
scholarship assistance.  Happily for us they are all planning to continue their dance 
training as they pursue their degrees.  For us this only reinforces what we already 
know to be true.  The real life skills which dance training demands - things like flexi-
bility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social and cross-cultural skills, 
productivity and accountability, leadership and responsibility – become tools of 
enormous use to our students as they move on in their lives.  Not only that, but the 
institutions of higher learning to which these excellent students are applying are 
recognizing these skills are present in our students and are rewarding them accord-
ingly for their diligence, perseverance, and considerable skill.  These students and 
the ones working so hard in the Academy right now provide ample evidence of the 
efficacy of their training and remind us again and again why what we do is so impor-
tant. 

     Please know how grateful we all are for the warm and wonderful support lent so 
generously by everyone in the Dance Academy Family.  Please know too how crucial 
that support is and that we will surely be calling on you all again.  We know how we 
all take such pride in the accomplishment of all our students, and we look forward to 
an unprecedented year of continued growth, creativity, and value.  We look forward 
as well to seeing all of you in the weeks ahead and to the wonderful year of dance we 
know these young artists will create.  

Greetings from Cyndi & Chuck 

Fall 2009 

Summer Classes 
From Dance Camp to      

Dance Theatre— 
Fun was had by all! 

SODAWorksWorksWorks 
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The Supporters of the Dance Academy 

(SODA) provide a critical volunteer base 

for the ULDA. Please join SODA and 

help the ULDA provide our students 

with opportunities that would             

otherwise not be possible.  

Below you will find a list of several 

items that are possible through the  

fund raising efforts of SODA. 

1. Costumes for our dancers are            

provided without a performance and/or 

production fee. 

2. Clara’s Dream and Spring Gala are 

made possible. 

3. Limited scholarships are provided. 

4. Guest artists and teacher fees are paid. 

5. SODAWORKS is printed and            

distributed. 

We are always in need of volunteers. 

Please let us know what you are able 

and willing to do. There are a variety of 

areas in which we need help.  

We always need help with preparing 

costumes. During productions, box office 

workers, ushers, and chaperones are 

needed.  SODAWORKS needs writers 

for the newsletter.   

The list is endless and your help will   

be greatly appreciated.  

Please help the ULDA pursue our     

mission of providing high quality       

ballet training in a safe and               

nurturing environment. 

Supporters of the Dance Academy  
Annual  Membership Drive 
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Cut out the above SODA application form and return to the Ballet office. 

 Mark Your        

Calendar! 

 Annual Parents Meeting 

September 14thð7:00 pm 

School of Music, Room LL15 
Please be sure to join us for this worthwhile meeting where you can meet the  

faculty, SODA Board members and fellow parents.  It is a great opportunity to 
learn more about your child's training, class and performance expectations,  

special events and fundraising efforts, and much more!  



My time at the Governor’s School for the Arts                                
by Kaitlyn Schuetze  
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òCan you believe we finally made it? I mean, weõre here Paige!  Weõre at GSA!ó 

Taking in my new home for the next three weeks, I turned away from the window and 

looked at Paige Roberts, a dancer just like me, who had been accepted into the Governorõs 

School for the Arts (GSA).  I knew that she, just like me, was beyond thrilled to be here.            

òI know Kaitlyn!  I know!ó  

This was our first day of a 20-day intensive over summer break. We were joined by 

223 other high school students from across Kentucky who were there to learn about their 

art form. From Architect to Vocal Musical, there were 9 art forms represented, including 

dance.  Each of these groups met six to ten hours a day each day (66 hours a week) and was 

immersed into their art world.  I thought I would learn only about dance but I was surprised 

when I was told that I would learn about other art forms.  During the three weeks, on three 

different days, you took a one-hour class, called smorgs, from a different art form to learn 

about what goes in their days and art form.  These classes were short but you learned a lot from them.  I took a 

class from creative writing, instrumental music, and new media; but you could take a class in any art form. I enjoyed 

these smorgs and am glad that I had to opportunity to do this.  

There were five studios where we would take dance class and we would be in them depending on if other 

disciplines would need the studio space. The dancers were divided up into two different groups - ballet and mod-

ern. The ballet students would take more ballet classes than modern and vise versa. Before lunch, we would have 

classes. Sometimes we would have guest teachers come in and teach us a class or we would have a variation class. 

Then after lunch we might have a small warm-up class or rehearsals. Then after dinner we would have more re-

hearsals. Normally after dinner we would have rehearsal for our student choreography project.  Then we would go 

back to the dorm and then get up and do it all over the next day.   

Our RA, resident adviser, was in charge of us while we were at the dorms and when we went on field 

trips. This was a good way to meet people who were in different disciplines and I think many of us became close 

with the people in our RA groups.  It was easy to talk to them about what we felt and how things were going for 

us. We did group activities and bonding for the groups. We would see them every morning and we lived around 

each other. This group helped with adjustment to dorm life which is different from home.   

Every morning we would get up and go across the street and meet in our RA groups to go inside and 

watch a guest artist. We would have a performer every morning and then we would go off to our classes and start 

our day.  Some nights we would have a performer, or we would have studio time, or I think everybodyõs favorite, 

free time.  We would be able to go and swim or play basketball or watch TV or get caught up on sleep.  Although a 

lot of us just chose to hang out with one another. You could walk outside and see some people sitting and playing 

music or singing a song or rehearsing lines. It was an amazing atmosphere to be in.  

I know GSA taught me a lot of things about my art form and about myself.  It taught me how to use my 

time to my benefit and it taught me I have to take care of myself.  It taught me to put myself out there and make 

friends.  But it also taught me to grow up.  It taught me that at some point my parents arenõt going to be down the 

hall and that I am my own person and I have to decide what is best for me.  I knew some people who went to GSA 

and said that it changed their life and it was the best thing they ever did for themselves.  And, after going through 

the òarts boot campó as it was called, I can say that I am now one of those people.  All of the alums are a family to 

me and I wish I knew how to say thank you to them for impacting my life for good.  I know that the memories I 

made at GSA will last me a lifetime and I know that GSA is one of those once-in-a-lifetime opportunities that can 

never be forgotten.  I canõt begin to express the joy and the gratitude I have for GSA and even begin to tell you 

how amazing GSA truly was. It will always be with me.  

Kaitlyn Schuetze 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=14345&id=1716655927&op=1&view=global&subj=1200360028


     Know anyone who might be interested in 

starting or re-starting their dance training? 

Now is a great time!  

The Dance Academy is happy to accept new 

students at anytime during the year ~        

including right now.   

Get in on the excitement! Receive the best 

training available! Awaken that part of you 

who loves to move, who loves to create, who 

loves to be in shape and healthy, and who 

loves to take on the challenge and have the 

best time while doing it.   

Donõt wait a minute longer.  Go ahead and 

take that leap into life.   

We hope to see you in the next class. 

Join the ULDA family 

Please support our Sponsor 

School of Music 

Belknap Campus 

Louisville, KY 40292 

Phone: 502.852.6878 
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