2010 PROSPECTIVE STUDENT SURVEY - Narrative Comments
	25.  What image does the website portray about the School of Music?

	
	
	

	
	
	Very good impression

	
	
	A well-organized, committed establishment, dedicated to the students and the pursuit of music.

	
	
	Professional, yet fun.

	
	
	The webpage portrays the School of Music as being a serious and quality area of study.

	
	
	Positive and outgoing

	
	
	The School of Music's web site clearly portrays an accurate image of the School as I experienced it during my on-campus audition/interview. However, just as my on-campus experience let me know that the School of Music is boring, old-fashioned, out-of-touch, no longer relevant to today's most talented young people, etc., the web site creates and portrays that same dull, lifeless image! As documentation of the sad condition of the School of Music, the web site is perfectly adequate; as a marketing tool with the potential to build the school's reputation or discourage interest from prospective students, the web site is merely one highly-visible symptom of the School of Music's decline and struggles.

	
	
	Clean design and efficiency.

	
	
	they want to keep the people they're wanting to audition in the dark about what they're going to be tested on.

	
	
	Professional

	
	
	A good image with lots of information available.

	
	
	Modern

	
	
	Positive, caring image.

	
	
	The website seems professional and organized, and suggests that the School of Music would be as well.

	
	
	Well organized, cohesive environment

	
	
	It gives an image of a well organized and prestigious school of music that is very proud of the program it has to offer.

	
	
	A professional image.

	
	
	Very successful image

	
	
	Pretty well organized.

	
	
	I don't think it portrays the quality of the School of Music as well as it could be.

	
	
	a positive and proactive environment, where one can accomplish much and have many creative outlets

	
	
	That the music school is prestigious, talent enriched, welcoming, fun, and intimately structured.

	
	
	A very good one.

	
	
	welcoming

	
	
	well-organized and professional


	31.  If you could change one thing about the UofL School of Music website, what would you change?  Please be specific.

	
	
	

	
	
	It's a bit bland. It's functional, but not overly aesthetically pleasing, such as the plain background, simple square tabs.

	
	
	Assuming that the intent of the School of Music web site would be to market current programs, I would omit any specific or implied mention of the School of Music's impressive history and focus on the school's current status. By advertising online the school's impressive history during this era of decline in many programs within the School of Music, you thoroughly waste the time of everyone who broses the web site--and NO ONE likes to feel as though you've wasted their time! Conversely, build your best programs on-campus, and emphasize these programs on the web site (for example, the Jazz Studies program). De-emphasize the other, less vibrant programs (for example, Vocal Performance) so that web users may clearly understand the School of Music's strengths and weaknesses from the moment they first visit the School of Music web site.

	
	
	please see above.

	
	
	More compact and easier to browse/search

	
	
	The last time i visited the page I clicked on a link that did not work (the link was to take me off the school of music website to show me the Gen. Ed.courses required for all students).

	
	
	I would change the links on the left-hand side ("Conducting," "Instrumental/Vocal Performance," etc.).  They look a little unfinished, and take away from the polished look of the website.

	
	
	The layout appears old fashioned, and at times, finding the information takes a convoluted path that is quite frustrating.

	
	
	It could be more welcoming.

	
	
	The layout of the degree programs

	
	
	More multimedia, (Video, sound clips, etc.)


	36.  If you felt something was missing, what would you recommend be added to the UofL School of Music website? Please be specific.

	
	
	

	
	
	Violas Professor Bio.

	
	
	information about music minor

	
	
	The School of Music's web site is missing exciting, ultra high-tech delivery of thrilling information about awesome, one-of-a-kind programs.  It is nearly impossible to improve the web site without first dramatically renovating the School of Music's faculty and programs.  Creating a stunningly appealing web presence is pointless if the on-campus programs and resources cannot sustain the interest generated from a cutting-edge web page.

	
	
	some idea of what the audition procedure will be, i.e., i had no idea i was going to go through a tonal recall test before i walked into the audition room. had i known what i was going to be tested on, i felt i would have been better prepared. the audition requirements would help too; i looked everywhere for the parameters of the songs they wanted for my audition, and never found them.

	
	
	Audition dates and information to sign up


	40.  Please list any additional factors in your college decision that may not have been listed above.

	
	
	

	
	
	Flexibility to pursue other interests outside of the music department.

	
	
	Reputation of Jazz Department

	
	
	U of L seemed to lack a student body presence on campus on weekends

	
	
	Whether or not the Music Program had a degree regarding Music Technology, Production, or Audio Engineering.  If the school possesed an adequate recording studio for composition students and performance students.

	
	
	My brother went there and I really wanted to go.


	41.  From the factors listed in the previous questions, which three factors were most important to you in making your final college decision?

	
	
	

	
	
	faculty, campus, financial

	
	
	Reputation of program Instructor Quality of program

	
	
	Quality of programs, closeness to home, and ensemble opportunities.

	
	
	Scholarship Offers, Diversity of Ensemble Performance Opportunities Available to Students, Flexibility to pursue other interests outside of the music department

	
	
	1. School of Music faculty      2. Financial Aid/Scholarships      3. Diversity of performance opportunities

	
	
	Reputation of School of Music Size of University Scholarships

	
	
	Financial Aid, Reputation of School Faculty

	
	
	none

	
	
	Financial aid, the location of U of L, and degree programs

	
	
	1. Reputation of School of Music    2.  Reputation of Music Faculty   3.  Contact with Studio Teachers on Your Instrument

	
	
	I was more interested in another program where I thought I fit better with the way the program was designed and their faculty.  Even though I was offered a generous scholarship offer, I am out of state and received a better deal financially from another school, though this had relatively little impact compared to the aforementioned.

	
	
	reputation, firsthand experience working with some of the music staff, and recommendations.

	
	
	Scholarships, Ensembles, and Distance from Home

	
	
	music faculty, types of ensembles, financial aid

	
	
	Faculty. Price. Quality.

	
	
	Degree Program, Location, Faculty

	
	
	Campus Visit, Contact with other current UofL School of music Students, and school of music visit.

	
	
	The most important factors were Financial Aid/Scholarship Offers, Contact with Studio Teachers in my Instrument, and Quality of On-Campus Living Environment.

	
	
	Scholarships scholarships and scholarships

	
	
	Financial Aid, Degree programs available and the reputation of the music school.

	
	
	The school reputation, the financial aid offers, and the location.

	
	
	Faculty recommendation, reputation of faculty and programs, scholership opportunities.

	
	
	performance opportunities and ensembles, scholarship money contact with faculty/students/alumni/visit

	
	
	they were all important, i can't pick three.

	
	
	Financial Aid, Diversity of Ensemble Performance Opportunities and Music Facilities

	
	
	quality of on-campus living, financial aid/scholarship offers, high school teacher reccomendations

	
	
	1. ensemble diversity     2. contact with studio teachers     3. contact with ensemble directors


	49.  Please list any UofL School of Music special events or festivals that you have attended (such as Kentucky Ambassadors, All-State Clinics, KMEA Contests, Trombone Fest, Jazz Camp, Honor Band or Choir, UofL Ensembles or Faculty visiting your high school, etc.).

	
	
	

	
	
	All state 3 years, KMEA contests 3 years

	
	
	louisville concerts

	
	
	KMEA contest, Lee Luvisi Beethoven concerts

	
	
	Several events that I cannot quite recall....

	
	
	All-State Choir Yeul Eum Son Piano Master Class

	
	
	Honor Band, All-State Clinics, KMEA Contest, UofL Ensembles and Concerts

	
	
	All state clinics honor band

	
	
	All-state Band 09 and 10, KMEA State Marching Band finals,

	
	
	I have not been to any special events or festivals.

	
	
	Jazz Week

	
	
	KMEA Contests, BOA Regional contests hosted by UofL, Honor Band 2010

	
	
	U of L symphony concert

	
	
	I attended several on-campus School of Music concerts including a performance of an original work composed by a School of Music faculty member and performed by a Voice Department faculty member with the UofL Orchestra.  This composition and concert were both complete trainwrecks, and every concert I attended at UofL was equally juvenile and amateurish.

	
	
	I attended Jamey Aebersold's Jazz workshop located at U of L.

	
	
	UofL Honor Band 2010

	
	
	All State Band, KMEA State Finals

	
	
	Jamey Aebersold Jazz Camp

	
	
	Faculty Recital

	
	
	KMEA Contests

	
	
	All-State Clinics

	
	
	KMEA, Honors Choir

	
	
	KMEA, Honor Choir, Honor Orchestra, Concerts, workshops.

	
	
	All-State Clinic Jazz Fest

	
	
	All State Clinics, Dr. Hatteberg visited Ballard, Solo and Ensemble,

	
	
	KMEA, Jazz Festival, Composition concert.

	
	
	I sat in and sang with a cardinal singers rehearsal, and I've been to several choir concerts on my own and with my friends over the past 2 years

	
	
	Honor Choir, Festival

	
	
	Honor's Band

	
	
	All-State help session


	56.  Is there anything else you would like to tell us about your experiences with UofL and the School of Music?

	
	
	

	
	
	without assistance from a music scholarship from U of L  we chose to attend another university

	
	
	I had a very positive experience with Dr. Mattingly and UofL School of Music. I had a lesson and met with Dr. Mattingly and also had a tour with Toni. I was also accepted into UC and the decision between these two universities was very tough.  I went back and forth between the two, but eventually decided to attend UC. UC has recently allowed me to get in-state tuition and I can live at home if I need to, so the cost was comparable or less than UofL. Because the money was comparable, the two most important decisions for me were guitar professor and reputation of the program.  Both professors had great credentials and this made it very hard for me to decide. UC's college conservatory of music has a very high reputation and I think that this was the factor that made me choose UC. I also have been involved in the prep department at UC, so know some of the students and the professor already. This was a very tough decision though and I wish that I could have said yes to both places. I am glad that I didn't apply to more because saying no to UofL was very hard to do.

	
	
	Please be aware that there are many very talented former UofL School of Music students who have left the School of Music PRIOR TO GRADUATION because of their dissatisfaction with the content and quality of faculty and programs now and over the past five or ten years.  These students are very vocal about their negative UofL School of Music experiences, and I understood these students' complaints immediately through the course of my UofL audition/campus visit.  I had hoped my campus visit would disspel the School of Music bad reputation, but it certainly did not!  It's a shame that Louisville and Kentucky have lost the music education presence that UofL once was!!!

	
	
	I hated everything about the audition process. I felt that if I had did not know everything about music already, then I had no chance. I come from a small town with small opportunities to study music, especially if you do not have any money, and so that affected my audition. I wanted to go to school to learn music, but I could not even get that opportunity because I did not know the material already.

	
	
	I found all of the faculty extremely friendly and helpful, in the end, I just decided that another school was better for me.

	
	
	Throughout this process, I have been met by the smiling faces and friendly faces of very helpful people.  This has helped to ease the anxiety of returning to school.  Thank You!

	
	
	too competitive. It;s NOT a conservetory so it does not need to be treated as one. Some of the faculty and students are VERY ego driven.

	
	
	I love the school, faculty, and friends attending there, but at this time U of L does not offer the specific program I am trying to pursue.  I will probably attend U of L after my first degree is finished.


