
 Advanced Immunology : Autoimmunity, Cancer, and Transplantation 
 Fall Semester 
 2 Credit hrs,  1.5 hr per session 
 
Fall 2009: Wednesdays 3:00-4:30  B107 
 
Course Description 
 
Each topic will begin with lecture(s) which build from the information presented in Introductory 
Immunology up to the current state of knowledge, providing substantial depth in the subject.  Current 
research literature will be assigned and the students will be expected to read that literature prior to class.  
Each student will be required to submit answers to a brief questionnaire directed toward analysis of the 
assigned research literature.  The completed questionnaire must be provided to the instructor at the 
beginning of the class session.  The questionnaire is posted on the Blackboard Website and can be down 
loading as needed.  The assigned journal manuscripts will also be posted on the Blackboard website by 
Friday before the Wednesday lecture.  During the session students will be asked to explain and/or 
comment on various aspects of the research literature being discussed.  The goal of this course format is (1) 
to acquire substantial depth of knowledge concerning the topics, to gain appreciation of that knowledge by 
applying it to comprehension of current literature, and to gain additional experience in critically reading and 
analyzing research literature.   
 
 
Exams and Course Grade 
 
The course grade will be based on 2 exams and on participation in the class discussions.  Attendance is 
mandatory and absenteeism will be considered lack of participation.  Forty percent of the grade will be 
based on  participation, which includes evaluation of the submitted answers to the questionnaires on the 
literature and ability to knowledgeably discuss the assigned research literature.   Sixty percent of the grade 
will be base on two written exams which will be composed of short essay questions regarding the basic 
information presented in the lecture portions of the course. 
  
     
8/26, 9/2, 9/9  Transplantation (Shirwan):    
 
9/16   Pregnancy (Taylor)     
 
9/23, 9/30, 10/7  Autoimmune inflammatory disease  (Alard)      
 
EXAM 1   10/14 
 
10/21, 10/28  Tumor Immunology, immunosuppression and therapies (Taylor)   

       
11/04, 11/11, 11/18 Macrophage biology and Macrophage/Tumor Symbiosis  (Stout)   
 
11/25-29  Thanksgiving Break 
    
12/2   Regulatory Activity of B cells in Cancer (Yan)  
 
EXAM 2 12/09         


