Curriculum 

Chairman’s Outpatient Continuity Clinic
Goals:

To offer consultative and primary care experience in the diagnosis and management of patients with gastrointestinal/liver disease in an outpatient setting.

Learning Objectives:

Patient care:  Patient care is accomplished via ambulatory patient contact, presentations at divisional conferences/lectures,, and evaluations from peers, Dr. Redinger, nurses, and patients in a continuity clinic with attending supervision (direct interaction with Dr. Redinger). Fellows will demonstrate ability to perform a focused history and physical evaluation and develop a treatment plan for diagnosed patients.     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1There is a large mix of diseases including inflammatory bowel disease, acid peptic disease, gastroesophageal reflux disease, inflammatory bowel disease, liver disease (particularly hepatitis C) and patient’s potentially who are candidates for liver transplantation.  Patients are usually middle age or elderly and have an equal sex distribution.  After careful initial evaluation, patients are scheduled for procedures or other diagnostic modalities with a return visit thereafter.  Occasionally patients may need hospitalization as an initial approach to their disease state.

Medical Knowledge: Accomplished via outpatient evaluations, direct interaction with Dr. Redinger. Fellows will familiarize themselves with common gastrointestinal diseases including pathophysiology, signs/symptoms/treatment, understand the indications, risks and benefits of endoscopic evaluation/therapy, indications, risk benefits and preparation for liver biopsy, formulate initial diagnostic therapeutic plan, and communicate with the referring physician and patient’s family.

Practice-Based Learning and Improvement: Accomplish via outpatient consultations, interdisciplinary and direct interaction, supervision, and evaluation by Richard Redinger, M.D. Fellows will have available resources to make timely and appropriate diagnostic/management decisions, emphasize evidence-based medicine, continue to improve the knowledge base, and seek constructive criticism.

Interpersonal and Communication Skills: Accomplished via outpatient consultation and follow-ups, multidisciplinary and direct contact with Richard Redinger, M.D. Fellows will demonstrate  ability to discuss the disease state with the patient and family including social implications, communicate negative news in a caring and appropriate fashion, identify the questions and wishes of the consulting physicians, and respond to questions raised by the consulting physician and other healthcare professionals.

Professionalism: Accomplished by all educational and patient care activities, evaluated by attending evaluation. Fellows will demonstrate respect and compassion for colleagues, patients, and families with sensitivity in responsiveness to their race, gender, age, and other defining characteristics, uphold patient confidentiality and inform consent, and respect/uphold patient wishes regarding their healthcare when ethically possible.

System-Based Practice: Accomplished in multidisciplinary and attending rounds evaluated by attending evaluation. Fellows will develop a good understanding of the infrastructure of the Digestive Health Center and the ability to initiate effective and efficient diagnostic and therapeutic management plans, learn to work with health team members in a multidisciplinary approach, coordinate with other healthcare professionals involved in the patient’s care and guide the patient through the complex healthcare system at University of Louisville Hospital, and demonstrate methods to control healthcare cost while preserving high quality care.

Expectations: Punctuality/attendance for all clinics. Notify the Chief Fellow if an emergency arises, requiring absence or tardiness so that coverage can be arranged. 

Contact: Program Director at 852-6991 for questions regarding the rotation.

