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Introduction:  In response to evidence indicating that medical schools are permitting 
students who fail the shelf exam in a clerkship to retake the exam prior to issuing a final 
grade, the EPC proposed a change in the existing “Clerkship Remediation Policy,” initially 
approved by the EPC in June 2006 and revised in December 2008. Policy further revised 
December 2012. 
 
 

1. All third year students will be permitted to retake ONE shelf exam in ONE 
clerkship if a) they fail the shelf exam on their first attempt, b) they are passing 
all other requirements of the clerkship, and c) they pass all other clerkships, 
including all other shelf exams. 

2. Upon completion of all required third year clerkships, students who meet the 
requirements for re-taking a shelf exam (i.e., have failed only one shelf exam, 
see # 1 above) will work with Student Affairs staff to schedule the re-take of the 
shelf exam.  

3. The student’s grade will be deferred until the new score is received; if the 
student passes the shelf exam on the second attempt, he/she will receive the 
minimum passing score as his/her shelf exam grade for the clerkship and a PASS 
score will be entered on the student’s transcript.  If the student fails the second 
shelf exam, the student will receive an F in the clerkship and will be required to 
retake the entire rotation before being allowed to retake the shelf exam. 

4. The MSPE letter should include a statement indicating that the student retook 
the shelf exam and passed the exam/clerkship. 

5. Students will be required to pay for the second shelf exam. 
6. Fourth-year students who have passed all of the required third-year clerkships 

on the first attempt, including all third-year shelf exams on the first attempt, will 
be eligible to retake ONE fourth-year shelf exam, if they meet the requirements 
in # 1 above.  

7. Students who fail only one shelf exam during 3rd year and successfully 
remediate that shelf, but subsequently fail the shelf exam on the acting 
internship; the student will receive an F for the acting internship and will be 
permitted one retake attempt of the shelf exam (without repeating acting 
internship) if clinical evaluations are passing. 
 

NOTE:  All special situations will be addressed by Student Affairs. 
 

 


