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Gary L. Gregg II, Ph.D.

Curriculum Vitae

Office Address:




Home Address:

The McConnell Center

2200 Forrest Park Drive

Ekstrom Library

LaGrange, KY 40031

University of Louisville


Cell: 502-417-2879

Louisville, KY 40292

www.thesporran.com 

Phone: 502-852-3323

Fax: 502-852-0046

e-mail: ggregg@louisville.edu
www.mcconnellcenter.org 

CURRENT POSITION (SINCE JANUARY 2000):
Mitch McConnell Chair in Leadership 

and director, The McConnell Center

(Since 2000, Gregg has grown the McConnell Center from a small scholarship program with little name recognition into a nationally known center of excellence on the campus of the University of Louisville.  Its programs have been featured on C-Span and other national television networks and have garnered national and international press.  While at the McConnell Center, Gregg has added a robust teacher education program to help teachers in Kentucky be better teachers of American history, has created the Senator Mitch McConnell and Secretary Elaine L. Chao Archives including a $3 million interactive education facility, has launched McConnell Center Books, coordinated two award-winning films, and is currently overseeing a major expansion of the Center’s on-line educational efforts.  Under his leadership, the Center’s budget has tripled to more than $1.5 million annually.)
PERSONAL:
Born October 2, 1967 in Charleroi, Pennsylvania.

Married August 17, 1991 in Middleburg, Virginia; Wife, Krysten.

Jacob Robert Thomas, April 21, 1995

Emma Kathryn, May 8, 1997

Gary Landon, September 9, 1999

Nolan Christopher, April 30, 2001

EDUCATION:
Ph.D., Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, August, 1994. 

(Political Science)

M. A., Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, December, 1991.

(Political Science)

B. A., Cum Laude, Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, West Virginia, May, 1990.

(History and Political Science)

Additional Graduate Study:
University of Notre Dame, Seminar for the Study of Western Institutions, The Pan-


American Institute for Political Studies, Notre Dame, Indiana, 1991.

Honorary Degree:
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, West Virginia, May, 

2007.
PUBLICATIONS:

I. NON-FICTION BOOKS

America’s Forgotten Founders, Second Edition, co-editor with Mark David Hall (Wilmington, DE: ISI Books, 2011).
Thinking about the Presidency: Documents and Essays from the Founding to the Present, editor (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2005).
Considering the Bush Presidency, co-editor with Mark Rozell (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2003).

Securing Democracy: Why we have an Electoral College, editor (Wilmington, DE: ISI Books, 

November 2001, new edition 2008).

Patriot Sage: George Washington and the American Political Tradition, co-editor with Matthew 

Spalding (Wilmington, DE: ISI Books, December 1999).
Vital Remnants: America's Founding and the Western Tradition, editor (Wilmington, DE: ISI 

Books, June 1999).

The Presidential Republic: Executive Representation and Deliberative Democracy (Lanham, 
MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 1997).

Healer-in-Chief: Presidential Leadership during Crisis and Grief, Co-author with Randall Adkins (Under contract with the University Press of Kentucky, projected completion date December 2011).

II. FICTION
The Iona Conspiracy (Winged Lion Press, 2010).  This is the second novel in The Remnant Chronicles and has been written for young adults.
The Sporran (Louisville, Kentucky: Butler Books, 2007, second paperback edition 2009).  This novel is the first of The Remnant Chronicles and has been written for young adults/ juveniles.
II. MONOGRAPHS

Hero Tales of American History by Henry Cabot Lodge and Theodore Roosevelt (Louisville,

 KY: McConell Center Books, 2011).  A new edition to be published with a Foreword by Gary Gregg.

America’s Forgotten Founders, co-editor with Mark David Hall (Louisville, KY: Butler Books

and McConnell Center, 2008).

Books and the Founding Fathers by George H. Nash, co-editor with Malana Salyer (Louisville, 

KY: Butler Books and McConnell Center Books, 2007).

The Senate—Great Forum of Constitutional Liberty by U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd, editor 

(Louisville, KY: McConnell Center Books, 2000, second edition 2011).

III. RESEARCH ARTICLES

“No Presidential Republic: Representation, Deliberation, and Executive Power in The
Federalists,” forthcoming chapter in Defending the Republic: Constitutional Morality in a Time of Crisis; Essays in Honor of George W. Carey edited by Bruce Frohnen and Kenneth L. Grasso (Wilmington, DE: ISI Books: 2008)
“The Symbolic Presidency,” Chapter 11 in American Politics: Transformation and Change 

edited by Jose A. da Cruz, Becky daCruz, and Andrew Dowdle (Boston, MA: Pearson Publishing, 2004), pp. 117-125.

“Crisis Rhetoric: The Rhetorical Transformation of the Bush Presidency,” Perspectives on 

Political Science (Summer 2003, Vol. 32, No.3), pp. 143-148.

“The Challenger Seven: Ronald Reagan and the Leadership of Healing,” Reassessing the Reagan 


Presidency, Richard S. Conley, Editor (Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 


2003), pp. 51-67.

“The Origins and Meaning of the Electoral College,” chapter 1 in, Securing Democracy: Why 

We have an Electoral College, Gary L. Gregg, Editor (Wilmington, DE: ISI Books, 2001), pp. 1-26.

"Whiggism and Presidentialism: American Ambivalence Toward Executive Power," chapter 5 

in, The Presidency Then and Now, Philip G. Henderson, Editor (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2000), pp. 69-94.

“The Symbolic Dimensions of the First Presidency,” Chapter 7 in, Patriot Sage: George 

Washington and the American Political Tradition, Gary L. Gregg and Matthew Spalding, Editors (Wilmington, DE: ISI Books, 1999), pp. 165-198.

"Toward a Representational Framework for Presidency Studies," Presidential Studies Quarterly, 

29, no. 2 (June, 1999), pp. 297-305.

“The President as Representative,” chapter 2 in, Presidential Frontiers: Underexplored 

Issues in White House Politics, Ryan J. Barilleaux, editor (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1998), pp. 23-36.

"Conservatives, Liberals, and the Presidency," The Intercollegiate Review (Spring 

1998), pp. 26-31.

"The Deliberative Republic and the Compound Theory of Representation in The Federalist," 
Perspectives on Political Science (Winter 1997).

OTHER STUDIES CONDUCTED:

“Consequential Elections—Presidential Elections that Shaped America,” a survey of top 

historians and political scientists assessing the most important presidential elections in American history.  The survey resulted in a conference held at the University of Louisville in February 2012 and the release of the results of the study.  Study conducted with Randall Adkins, University of Nebraska, Omaha.

“America’s Forgotten Founders,” a survey of top historians, political scientists and legal scholars 

assessing the most important members of America’s founding generation who have largely been forgotten by educational establishments and the general public.  Survey conducted with Mark David Hall and sponsored by the University of Louisville’s McConnell Center.
“Presidential Mistakes,” a survey of top historians, political scientists and legal scholars 

assessing the greatest mistakes made by American presidents.  Study was released February 18, 2006.  Results of this study garnered national and international attention on radio, television, newspapers, and magazines, including: CNN, C-Span, Fox News, Pravda, Toronto Globe and Mail, and numerous other media outlets.

“Electing the President in the 21st Century: A Survey on the future of the Electoral College,” a 

survey of 55 top historians, political scientists, and legal scholars assessing the impact of the Electoral College in American history and the potential of its abolition or reform (with Andrew Busch, October 2001).  It was the subject of dozens of radio interviews across the nation and an interview with Gary Gregg on C-Span’s Washington Journal on November 8, 2001.

“American Presidency Survey 1997,” an exclusive survey of 38 accomplished political 

scientists and historians ranking the presidents in American history.  The results of the study were the subject of articles in The Weekly Standard, The Intercollegiate Review, and The Baltimore Sun.  It was also the subject of an interview with Gary Gregg on C-SPAN’s Washington Journal September 25, 1997 and on WILM Radio, Wilmington, Delaware on October 13, 1997.

PH.D. DISSERTATION TOPIC:
The Representational Aspects of the American Presidency

PH.D. EXAMINATION FIELDS:
The American Political System, with special preparation in:

Presidency and Congress

Constitutional Law and Judicial Politics

Political Theory and Methodology, with special preparation in:

Political Philosophy

Empirical Political Theory

Cognate: 

Philosophy

FIELDS WITH TEACHING EXPERIENCE:
American Government (introductory level)

Introduction to Political Science

Political Philosophy/Theory (introductory level)

The American Presidency

Congress and the Legislative Process

Political Parties and Elections

State and Local Government

Constitutional Law and Judicial Politics 

Constitutional Law -Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 

Political Leadership

RESEARCH INTERESTS:
The presidency and public politics

Representation and American political institutions

Political and constitutional thought at the American founding
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

National Director, Intercollegiate Studies Institute, 1997-1999

Assistant Professor of Political Science, Clarion University, 1994-1996.

Teaching Fellow, Miami University, 1992-1994.

Graduate Assistant, Miami University, 1990-1992.

PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES AND PRESENTATIONS:

Paper on “Can there be a Modest Presidency in a Modest Republic?” American Political Science 


Association, Boston, MA: August, 2008.

Paper on “The Healer-in-Chief: Presidential Leadership Following Public Scandal,” Midwest 


Political Science Association, Chicago, IL: April, 2004 (with Randall Adkins).

Paper on “After the Attack: Presidential Leadership from Pearl Harbor to 9/11,” Midwest 


Political Science Association, Chicago, IL: April, 2003 (with Randall Adkins).

Organizer and Chair, Roundtable on “The Presidency of George W. Bush, First Considerations,” 

American Political Science Association, Boston, MA: August 2002.

Paper on “Healer-in-Chief: Ronald Reagan, the Symbolic Presidency, and the Space Shuttle 

Challenger Disaster,” Conference on the Reagan Presidency, University of California, Santa Barbara: March 2002 (with Randall Adkins).

Paper on “The Origin and Meaning of the Electoral College,” American Political Science

Association, San Francisco, California: August 2001.

Paper on “The President as Healer-in-Chief,” Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, 

IL: March, April 2001 (with Randall Adkins).

Organizer and Chair, Panel on “The Pedagogy of Leadership,” American Political Science 

Association, Washington, DC: September 2000.

Paper on "The Symbolic Dimensions of Executive Leadership," American Political Science 

Association, Atlanta, GA: September 1999.

Paper on “The Electoral College Revisited,” Southern Political Science Association, Atlanta, 

GA: November 1996.

Paper on "Forward to the Past: Paradigm Shifts in Presidential Studies," American Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA: August 1996 (with Adkins, Barilleaux, Dowdle and Lightfoot).

Paper on "Pillar of Reason or Poisoner of the Well? The Presidency and Deliberative Democracy,” Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago: April, 1996.

Organizer and Chair, Roundtable on the Clinton Presidency, West Virginia Political Science 
Conference, Elkins, West Virginia: October 1995.

Presentation on "The Symbolic Dimensions of the Clinton Presidency," Roundtable on the Clinton Presidency, West Virginia Political Science Conference, Elkins, West Virginia: October 1995.

Paper on "Toward a Representational Framework for Presidency Studies," Southern Political Science Association, Atlanta: November, 1994.

Paper on "Servant or Leader? The Contemporary Presidency and Political Representation," Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago: April, 1994.

Chair, panel on "Presidential Power: Theory and Reality," Northeastern Political Science 
Association, Newark, NJ: November, 1993.

Paper on "The Presidency, Representation, and The Federalist," Northeastern Political Science Association, Newark, NJ: November, 1993.

Paper on "Political Representation and Executive Institutions in Modern Political Theory," Northeastern Political Science Association, Newark, NJ: November, 1993.

Paper on "The Presidency and Representation: Two Theses," Southern Political Science Association, Savannah, GA: November, 1993.

Paper on "Presidential Power After the Cold War," Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago: April 1992 (with Ryan J. Barilleaux).

SELECT LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS AT OTHER ACADEMIC EVENTS:

“Presidential Power—Chief of State and Commander-in-Chief,” National Constitution Center, 


Philadelphia, PA, July 28, 2010.

“Cato—The Education of a Statesman,” Lehrman American Studies Center, Princeton, NJ, June 


21, 2010.

“Statesmanship and Imagination,” Lehrman American Studies Center, Princeton, NJ, June 25,


 2009.

“Leadership and Imagination,” Commencement Address, Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, West 


Virginia, May 13, 2007.

“A Defense of Inefficiency and Constitutional Government,” Tufts University, Boston, 


Massachusetts, October 28, 2006.

“The Origins of the Two Term Presidency,” Conference on Presidential Moments, Louisville, 

Kentucky, February 18, 2006.

“The Symbolic Aspects of the Washington Presidency,” Conference on the Legacy of George 


Washington, The Dallas Institute, Dallas, TX, February 2000.

"Thinking about Executive Leadership in Modern America," Leadership and Political 


Legitimacy in the Western Tradition, Ashland, Oregon, August 6-12, 1998.

"Rights and Responsibilities: An Alternative Constitutional Pedagogy," American and the 

Western Tradition, Williamsburg, Virginia, May 30-June 7, 1998.

MEDIA APPEARANCES AND EXPERT PARTICIPANT

Has been a featured speaker on C-Span’s “Washington Journal,” C-Span 2’s “Book TV,” and more than two dozen radio stations around the country.  

Has participated as an expert on the American presidency in surveys conducted by the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, the Wall Street Journal, and A&E Television.

SELECTED PUBLISHED BOOK REVIEWS:
H. Lee Cheek, Jr., Calhoun and Popular Rule: The Political Theory of the Disquisition and 

Discourse (University of Missouri Press, 2001).  In, Perspectives on Political Science, 2002.

John W. Danford, Roots of Freedom: A Primer on Modern Liberty (Wilmington, DE: ISI Books, 

2000). In, Perspectives on Political Science, Spring 2001, p. 123.

S. N. Eisenstadt, Paradoxes of Democracy: Fragility, Continuity, and Change (Washington, DC 

and Baltimore, MD: The Woodrow Wilson Center Press and the Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999).  Perspectives on Political Science.

Bruce Frohnen, The New Communitarians and the Crisis of Modern Liberalism (University

 Press of Kansas, 1996).  In, Perspectives on Political Science, Winter 1997, p. 55-56.

Marshall L. DeRosa, The Ninth Amendment and the Politics of Creative Jurisprudence (Transaction Publishers, 1996). Forthcoming, The University Bookman.

William Gangi, Saving the Constitution from the Courts (Oklahoma, 1995).  In, Perspectives on 
Political Science, Winter 1996, p. 32.
Craig Allen Smith and Kathy B. Smith, The White House Speaks: Presidential Leadership as Persuasion (Praeger, 1994).  In, Presidential Studies Quarterly, Spring 1995, pp. 321-323.

Eldon J. Eisenach, The Lost Promise of Progressivism (Kansas, 1994). In, Perspectives on 
Political Science, Spring 1996, pp. 109-110.

Joseph M. Bessette, The Mild Voice of Reason: Deliberative Democracy and American National 
Government (Chicago, 1994).  In, Congress & The Presidency, Spring 1995, pp. 99-101.

Forrest McDonald, The American Presidency: An Intellectual History (Kansas, 1994).  In, The University Bookman, Spring 1995, pp. 8-10.

Kent R. Weaver and Bert A. Rockman, eds., Do Institutions Matter? Government Capabilities in the United States and Abroad (Brookings, 1993). In, Perspectives on Political Science, Summer 1994, pp. 149-150.

Craig A. Rimmerman, Presidency by Plebiscite: The Reagan-Bush Era in Institutional Perspective (Westview, 1993). In, Perspectives on Political Science, Winter 1994, p. 48.

M. E. Bradford, Against the Barbarians and Other Reflections on Familiar Themes (Missouri, 1992). In, The University Bookman, Summer 1993, pp. 33-35.

Marshall L. DeRosa, The Confederate Constitution of 1861: An Inquiry into American Constitutionalism (Missouri, 1991). In, Perspectives on Political Science, Summer 1993, pp. 130-131.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS:
“Foreword” to special edition of Lenny Hort’s George Washington—A Photographic Story of a Life (London: DK Publishing, 2007).

“The Myths of the Electoral College,” The Daily Oregonian, November 8, 2001 and Courier-Journal 

“Father of our Country—Presidents Day Fails to Honor Washington’s Greatness,” Courier-Journal, February 18, 2001.

“Being Presidential—George Washington to George W.” National Review Online, February 17, 2001.

“Wilson’s Republic,” “Opinion Journal,” of the Wall Street Journal December 1, 2000.

Three articles contributed to The Encyclopedia of American Political Parties, M.E. Sharpe, Fall 1996.

*President Benjamin Harrison

*Vice President J. Danforth Quayle

*Senator Barry Goldwater

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE:
Faculty Advisor, Political Science Association of Clarion University (1995-1996)  Founding 
Advisor, fall 1995.

Faculty Associate, Intercollegiate Studies Institute, 1995-1996.

Faculty Advisor, Phi Delta Theta Fraternity (1995-1996).

Department of Political Science, Sociology and Philosophy (PSSP) representative to the APSCUF Departmental Representative Council, Clarion University, 1994-1996.

Peer Reviewer for Political Science grant proposals, Faculty Professional Development Council, State System of Higher Education, Harrisburg, PA (1995-1996)

Regular political commentator, 88.5 WMUB radio, Oxford, Ohio, 1993-1994.

President, Political Science Graduate Student Association, Miami University, 1993-1994.

Treasurer, Pi Sigma Alpha, Miami University, 1993-1994.

CONFERENCES AND COLLOQUIA ORGANIZED OR MANAGED:

“George Washington and the Founding of the Presidency,” a Teaching American History grant 

from the Department of Education, Louisville and Washington, DC, June 18-23, 2007

“The Life and Legacy of Henry Clay,” a scholarly conference on the life and legacy of Henry 

Clay, Louisville, Kentucky, February 2007.

“Presidential Moments,” a scholarly conference on historical moments where presidential 

leadership has impacted the nation and the office of the presidency, Louisville, Kentucky, February 2006.

“Teaching American History,” a three-year summer institute for middle and elementary school 


teachers focusing on early American history, Louisville, KY 2005-2007.

“Literature and Politics of the British Isles,” a student study tour through Scotland and England,


 July-August 2003.

“Before the Republic,” a student study program in Williamsburg, Virginia, June 2003.

“Enlivening the Movement and the Moral Imagination,” Mecosta, Michigan, May 2003.

“Martin Luther King, Jr. on Leadership,” Louisville, Kentucky, February 2001.

“Winston Churchill—Statesman of the Century?” Louisville, Kentucky, March 2001.

“The Statesmanship and Legacy of George Washington,” Louisville, Kentucky, February 2000.

"Liberty and Liberation in Marx and Mill," Summer 1999, Michigan.

"Freedom and Responsibility in Children's Literature," Savannah, Georgia, April 1999.

"The George Washington Legacy Conference," Mount Vernon, Virginia, June 1999.

"The Role of Business in a Free Society," Indianapolis, Indiana, April 1999.

"Men of Letters as Renewers of Society," Mecosta, Michigan, March 1999.
"America and the Western Tradition," Williamsburg, Virginia, June 1998.

"Leadership and Legitimacy in the Western Tradition," Ashland, Oregon, June 1998.

PRE-PUBLICATION MANUSCRIPT REVIEWS (Books):
Reviewed manuscripts for the State University of New York Press, Houghton Mifflin, Prentice Hall, and the University Press of Kentucky along with various academic journals including William and Mary Quarterly, Presidential Studies Quarterly, and The American Review of Politics.

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS
Research Grant, Earhart Foundation 2011, to research a new book on the adventures and character development of young George Washington.  

Partnership with Liberty Fund, Inc. to do five colloquia per year for Kentucky teachers and McConnell Center alumni (2009-2011).

Endowment for “Civic Education and Leadership.”  Principle academic member of a team that raised more then $4 million for the University of Louisville Foundation’s endowment to support civic education and leadership programs to be conducted by the McConnell Center for Political Leadership,  2004-2005.

Teaching American History grant from United States Department of Education.  Co-Principal Investigator for “Shaping a New Nation: Turning Points in American History” with Jefferson County Public Schools, Louisville, Kentucky.  2005-2007.

College of Arts and Sciences Faculty Development Grant, Clarion University, Spring 1996 ($1,000 grant to complete manuscript for The Presidential Republic).

Henry Salvatori Fellow, 1993-1994 (The Intercollegiate Studies Institute, Bryn Mawr,  Pennsylvania).  Two fellowships are awarded annually to graduate student demonstrating scholarly potential in a field related to the study of the American Founding. It included a $10,000 cash award.

Richard M. Weaver Fellow, 1992-1993 (The Intercollegiate Studies Institute).  Less than ten fellowships are awarded annually to graduate students preparing for a career of teaching in the Humanities or Social Sciences. The fellowship included tuition payments and stipend.

AWARDS AND HONORS:

Coordinator for two “Telly” Award-winning films.  “Inspired to Lead: The Mitch McConnell 

Story,” and “Promise of America: The Elaine Chao Story,” combined to win four Telly awards in 2010.

Richard and Helen DeVos Freedom Center Leadership Award, Intercollegiate Studies Institute,

 May 1, 2008.

Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, West Virginia (May, 2008.) 

Also was commencement speaker at this graduation.
Honorary Life-Time Member, Association of Chinese Political Studies (USA), awarded spring 


2006 at “Chinese in the 21st Century” conference, Louisville, KY.
Graduate Alumni Lecture Series Award, Graduate School of Miami University, Fall 2003.

Commissioned a Kentucky Colonel, April 2001 by Governor Paul Patton.

Listed in Who's Who Among America's Teachers, beginning with 1996 and continuing.

Davis & Elkins College Outstanding Young Alumnus for 1994.

Distinguished Graduate Student Teaching Award, 1993-1994 (College of Arts and Sciences, Miami University).  Named one of two most outstanding graduate student teachers for this award which included a financial grant.

Graduate Student's Achievement Award, 1993 (Miami University). Financial grant to reward scholarly accomplishments of graduate students.

Graduate Student's Achievement Award, 1992 (Miami University). Financial grant to reward scholarly accomplishments of graduate students.

James H. Swanton Prize in History, 1990 (Davis and Elkins College).  Named most outstanding history student by the history faculty of Davis and Elkins College.

Judith A. Herndon Fellow, 1989 (West Virginia State Legislature). One of only ten undergraduates chosen by a select committee of state legislators and academics to participate in a semester long internship in the legislative and executive branches of state government.

Dorothy F. Roberts Political Science Academic Achievement Award, 1988 (Davis and Elkins College).  Named most outstanding political science student by the political science faculty of Davis and Elkins College.

Frasure-Singleton Intern, 1988 (West Virginia State Legislature). One of fifty students chosen to participate in a week long  program of practical experience and seminars in the state legislature.
MEMBERSHIPS AND BOARDS:
Senior Scholar, Intercollegiate Studies Institute

United States Air Force (past member, Board of Visitors for Air University)

The Philadelphia Society (Past First Vice President and past member of the Board of Trustees)

Pi Sigma Alpha

University Bookman (Editorial Board Member)

International Institute of Classical Humanities (past Advisory Board Member)
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