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End of .gov? 

• Many .gov domains are not being updated or abandoned.  
Victims include: 
 
– FedStats.gov – last updated 2007? 
– healthreform.gov/ 
– mymoney.gov/- last updated 2010? 
– www.fiddlinforesters.gov/ 

 
• Obama Administration placed a moratorium on all new .gov 

websites.   
 

• Need more information?  See CampaignToCutWaste.gov 

http://www.fiddlinforesters.gov/�
http://campaigntocutwaste.gov/�


More signs of declining access 

• Depository Access to Reports Scientific and 
Technical (DARTS) will end September 30. 

 

• Google’s Uncle Sam now gone.  



Budget Crisis 

• Census Bureau facing a possible 25% budget cut. 

 

 

“Cuts of this magnitude would mean the Census 
Bureau would have to terminate major statistical 
programs, cease critical data collection and vital 
benchmark reports on the nation’s economy, 
population and housing, and lay off as many as 
700 employees” 



Census Bureau Cuts 

• Stat-USA has already ceased. 
 
 

• Ended September 30, 2010. Operated 25 years. 

 
 

“STAT-USA/Internet’s historic role as a 
straightforward storehouse of static government 
information releases has become outdated.” 
 



Titles that will possibly disappear 

• Economic Census 

 

 

• Current Industrial Reports  

 

 

• Federal Financial Statistics 



Elimination of the Statistical 
Compendia Branch (SCB)  

 
• Print and online versions of Statistical Abstract of the 

United States. 
 
 

• State and Metropolitan Area Data Book 
 
 

• County and City Data Book 
 
 

• USA Counties web database 
  

 



FDsys 
  

• Replaced GPO Access 

 

• Designed as data management system rather 
than website.   

 

• Allows advanced and new search capabilities. 

 



GPO budget cuts 

• Recent house bill calls for "the privatization of 
the GPO" and the transfer of the 
Superintendent of Documents and the FDLP to 
the Library of Congress. 

 

• Completely removes funding from FDsys 



ASERL Initiatives 

 

• Centers of Excellence (COE) 

 

• Disposition of Documents 



What is ASERL? 

 
– Alabama 
– Florida 
– Georgia 
– Kentucky 
– Louisiana 

 
 

 
– Mississippi 
– North Carolina 
– South Carolina 
– Tennessee 
– Virginia 

 

 Association of Southeast Research Libraries 



What is ASERL? 

• 20% of all federal depository libraries 

 

• 12 regionals & 248 selectives 

 

• 180 academic, 31 public, 8 state, 41 
academic/state law libraries 
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ASERL Initiatives Background 
2006-2008 

 

• Collaborative Federal Depository Program 
(CFDP) established (2006)   

 

• Steering Committee formed; questionnaire 
sent (2007) 

 

• COE pilot project(2008) 

 



ASERL Initiatives Background 
2009 

 

• ASERL Deans FDLP Task Force established 

 

• IMLS grant 
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ASERL Initiatives Background 

2010 
  

• Discussion draft adopted (April) 
 

• Discussion draft released for comments (May-
July) 
 

• Document revised (August) 
 

• Revisions reviewed & accepted (November) 
 

 



ASERL Initiatives Background 
2011 

 

• Southeast Guidelines for Management and 
Disposition of Federal Depository Library 
Collections: Implementation Plan approved 
unanimously by ASERL (April) 



Implementation Plan 

• Primary Goal:  Establishing comprehensive 
FDLP collections in the region 

 
– Centers of Excellence 

 

– Documents Disposition Database 



Guidelines for Comprehensive 
Collections 

 

• Preference for original printed documents 

 

• Retention of superseded publications 

 

• Substitution of microfiche and commercial 
products 



Obstacles to a Comprehensive FDLP 
Collection 

 

• Fugitive documents 

 

• Lack/condition of pre-1976 cataloging records 

 

• Missing items 



Creating a Comprehensive Collection:  
The Centers of Excellence Model 

 
• University of Kentucky  

– Works Progress Administration 

 
• University of South Carolina 

– Department of Education 

 ----------------               
• University of Florida 

– Panama Canal Commission 

 



Responsibilities of each Center of 
Excellence 

 

• Inventory & catalog 

• Damage/lost pieces 

• Fill gaps 

• Preservation 

 

 

 

• OCLC  

• Digitization 

• ILL 

• Reference 



Centers of Excellence: Project List 









Disposal of Government Documents 

 

• 44 U.S.C. Sec.1912 

 

• Regionals vs. Selectives 

 

• Benefits 

 



ASERL Documents Disposition Database 

 
 



 



 

Powerpoint presentation: 

 

http://uofl.me/lib-kla2011 

http://uofl.me/lib-kla2011�
http://uofl.me/lib-kla2011�
http://uofl.me/lib-kla2011�


Discussion Questions 

• What are the short term and long term ramifications of 
the defunding of FedSys?  
 

• What data could disappear due to Census Bureau cuts?  
 

• What are some of the pros and cons of entrusting non-
government/private entities to preservation of 
government information?  
 

• Thoughts on ASERL's new Exchange List system? 
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