
JG: 9/03 Rev. AD:  9/06 
  

 
VOICE GUIDE TO 
LIBRARY RESOURCES  

Dwight Anderson Music Library 
 

Browsing for Scores (in the stacks or online) 
• M1497 – M1998  Secular vocal music 

o M1500   Operas (full scores), M1503 (vocal scores) 
o M1528 – M1529.5 Duets, trios, etc. 
o M1530 – M1546 Choruses 
o M1611 – M1624.8 Songs for one voice 

• M1619   Songs, collections of 2 or more composers 
• M1620   Songs, collections of 1 composer 
• M1625 – M1626 Recitations, accompanied 

o M1627 – M1853 National music, by country (includes folk, patriotic, popular) 
o M1900 – M1980 Songs of special character 
o M1990 – M1998 Children’s music, including pedagogical series 

 
• M1999 – M2199 Sacred vocal music 

o M2000   Oratorios (full scores), M2002-M2003 (piano accompaniment) 
o M2010 – M2017 Service music, classified by religion, denomination, etc. 
o M2020 – M2036 Choruses, Cantatas, etc. 
o M2101 – M2114 Songs for one voice, including arias, solo cantatas, etc. 
o M2115 – M2146 Hymnals 
o M2190 – M2196 Sacred vocal music for children 
o M2198 – M2199 Gospel, revival, temperance songs, contemporary Christian, etc. 

Browsing for Books (in the stacks or online) 
• ML   History & Criticism 

o ML48 – ML54 Librettos for operas, cantatas, etc. 
o ML128.S3  Songs—Bibliography 
o ML128.V7  Vocal music—Bibliography 
o ML132.S6  Songs—Graded lists 
o ML421 – ML422 Biographies of singers and vocal performing groups 
o ML1400 – ML3275 Vocal music history 

• ML1410 – M1451 by region (M1411 – United States) 
• ML1460  Vocal technique 
• ML1500 – ML1554 Choral music 
• ML1600 – ML2881 Secular vocal music 

• ML1700  Opera 
• ML2900 – ML3275 Sacred vocal music 

 
• MT   Instruction & Study 

o MT95 – MT115 Analyses of operas, oratorios, etc. 
o MT820 – MT893 Vocal instruction and techniques 
o MT898 – MT949 Techniques for children 
o MT955  Opera production 
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Searching Minerva by Subject 
This type of search uses official subject headings from the Library of Congress. Searching by subject can be a very good 
strategy because the search term is not just any word (as in a keyword search), but comes from a controlled vocabulary. 
(This is just a small selection of examples. For more subject headings, consult the Library of Congress Subject Headings located by the computer 
terminals on the first floor of the Music Library. The set consists of 5 volumes, all in red). 
 

Subjects (about) Form headings (music) Medium of performance heading 
Singing—Diction 
Oratorio 
Cantata 
Mass 
Opera 

Songs (High voice) with piano 
Oratorios 
Cantatas 
Masses 
Operas 

Vocal trios, Unaccompanied 
Choruses, Sacred (Mixed voices) 
Vocal duets with harp 
Choruses, Secular (Unison) with band 

Journals 

Selected Reference Books 
Bradley, Carol June. Index to Poetry in Music: A Guide to the Poetry Set as Solo Songs by 125 Major Song Composers. 

New York: Routledge, 2003. (Ref. ML 128 .S3B69) 
Coffin, Berton, Werner Singer and Pierre Delattre. Word-by-Word Translations of Songs and Arias: A Companion to The 

Singer’s Repertoire. New York: Scarecrow Press, 1966. (Ref. ML 54.6 .W65) 
Green, Jeff. The Green Book of Songs by Subject: The Thematic Guide to Popular Music. Nashville: Professional Desk 

References, 2002 (Ref. ML 156.4 .P6G73 2002) 
Klaus, Kenneth S. Chamber Music for Solo Voice and Instruments, 1960-1989: An Annotated Guide. Berkeley: Fallen 

Leaf Press, 1994. (Ref. ML 128 .S3K4 1994) 
Sears, Minnie Earl, editor. Song Index: An Index to More Than 12000 Songs, in 177 Song Collections, Comprising 262 

Volumes. New York: H.W. Wilson, 1926. [Suppl. 1934] (Ref. ML 128 .S3S31) 
Wigmore, Richard. Schubert: The Complete Song Texts : Texts of the Lieder and Italian Songs, with English Translations. 

New York: Schirmer, 1988. (Ref. ML 54.6 .S39W52) 
 

Confused? Stuck? Want to know more? Need help? Just Ask us! 
 

Dwight Anderson Music Library 
Music.Library@louisville.edu 

http:/library.louisville.edu/music 

Current issues of most journals are on the periodical display shelves. Older issues have been bound into volumes and have 
call numbers.  Selected voice-related journals the library receives in print (* also available electronically): 
American Choral Review* 
Cambridge Opera Journal* 
Choral Journal  
Classical Singer 
Hymn 
Journal of Singing* 
Journal of Voice* 

Opera 
Opera America Newsline 
Opera Journal* 
Opera News* 
Opera Quarterly* 
Sing Out!* 
Voice of Chorus America

Online Resources 
Naxos Music Library is an online streaming subscription service available through music library.  
It contains a large selection of online opera libretti and synopses.  To access this service from music library website click 
on “listening services” and select “Naxos Music Library”.  Then you’ll need to click on “text resources” located on the 
blue toolbar.  The menu on the left will allow you to choose between synopses, librettos and pronunciation guides. 
 
Grove Music Online also contains The New Grove Dictionary of Opera.  While there are no librettos it contains a wealth 
of information on opera terminology, short synopses and biographical information about major opera composers. 
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