
                     

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         Finding Articles Using Art Databases 
 

 
To find articles in magazines or journals, use an article database, also called an index.  
Some indexes include only abstracts or summaries of the articles; others include the full 
text. The most frequently used databases for art topics are:   

Art Abstracts/Art Index Retrospective (all time periods and countries)  
Artbibliographies Modern (art produced from 1850 on) 
 BHA (from late antiquity to present in Europe and the New World) 
International Bibliography of Art (same coverage as BHA, above) 
Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals (architecture, historic     
               preservation, landscape design)   

 
These databases are available from the Art Library’s web page, 
www.louisville.edu/library/art 
  
 
Once you choose the appropriate database, develop a list of key words to use in your 
search.  Enter your search term(s) to retrieve a list of relevant articles in various 
journals.   
 
Next, find out if the Art Library owns the journal containing the article you are interested 
in.  To do that: 

 

Click on  
 
The resulting screen gives you all your options.    
   

 The article may be available online in a full text version.  If so, click on 

 and click through to the article. 
 The article may be available only in a paper version.  To see if the 

library subscribes to the journal,  click on .  Minerva, the online 
catalog, will automatically be searched for the journal title. 

 If the article is not available at U of L, use Interlibrary Loan to get a 
copy of the article sent to you. 

 
 
Need help?  Call the art library at 852-6741or ask online at http://kla-
itrt.org/ulib/forms/ask-reference-question 
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Scholarly Journals vs. Popular Magazines 
 

When conducting research, scholars prefer articles from scholarly journals rather than 
popular magazines.  The table below lists some differences between these two types of 
resources. 
 

Characteristics Scholarly Journal  Popular Magazine 

Appearance 

  Sober and 
serious                                 

  May contain graphs or 
charts 

 Few glossy pages or 
photographs 

 Attractive appearance 
 Advertisements 
 Heavily illustrated 
 Glossy paper 

 Audience  Scholars and students  General audience 

 Authors  Scholars in the field of study 
Journalists who are usually 
not experts on the subject 

 Documentation 
 Sources cited in footnotes and/or 
bibliography 

 Sources not cited or cited 
informally within the text 

 Purpose 
To report results of original 
research or   experimentation 

 To provide general 
information 

 Article 
Acceptance 
Procedure 

Most scholarly journals are 
refereed journals and the articles 
are peer reviewed before they are 
published. 

Articles are written by hired 
reporters, edited by magazine 
editors, and then published. 

 
A refereed journal has a structured reviewing system in which at least two reviewers, 
excluding in-house editors, evaluate each unsolicited manuscript and advise the editor 
whether to accept or reject it.   The peer review process helps ensure that the 
published articles reflect solid scholarship in their fields. 
 
 
Citation Information 

An article citation consists of the author and title of the article, the name, date, 
volume and issue number of  the journal in which the article was published, beginning 
and ending page numbers of the article, and sometimes an abstract or summary of the 
article.  


