
Jeremy’s Liberal Studies program was Artistic Leadership.  After completing 
his B.A. he went on to earn his MFA in Contemporary Performance from 
Naropa University in Boulder, Colorado.  You can find more information at 
http://jeremy-williams.org/   Jeremy then went on to become the founding 
director of Covergences Theatre Collective in New York. 

Below, I’m sharing an excerpt from a December 3rd note from Jeremy: 

Hi friends.  I hope this note finds you well in the midst of the holiday 
season!  A bit of exciting news to share.  Convergences Theatre Col-
lective was asked by Court Dorsey, playwright, to host a reading of his 
new play Project Unspeakable for NPR reporter Margot 
Adler.  Margot's piece just aired on "All Things Considered: This 
Weekend! ...You can listen to it any time here.  http://jeremy-
williams.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/AllThingsConsidered.mp3   
I had a great time putting together this reading with Liz Stanton and 
we had some terrific actors on board.  We also hosted a feedback ses-
sion for the writing team following the table read which is helping to 
move the play into the final stages of development- always an exciting 
time!  I'm looking forward to seeing how this play progresses!  I hope 
you'll check out the story and the wonderful cast who made it such a 
success.  Margot's story is terrific.  Big thanks to the team of Project 
Unspeakable for inviting us into this process.  

Jeremy Williams—Artistic Leadership 

We have seven December 2013 de-
gree applicants.  Among them is 
Kristin Wimberley, our Outstanding 
Senior for Liberal Studies. 

If you plan to apply for graduation in 
May 2014, the degree application 
(online, through ULink) will be 
available until April 8th.  PLEASE 
apply as soon as possible! 
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One way to advocate for orphaned and vulnerable children (OVCs) who 

dream of attaining an education is through monthly student sponsorship; 

another avenue is through Nasha’s Ministries International (NMI) 

“Adopt a Doll Program.”  In Kenya, children cannot attend primary or 

secondary school without a school uniform, and impoverished families 

cannot afford this most basic need.  Although every child deserves the 

opportunity of an education, a constitutional right that is not fully real-

ized, approximately 25% of Kenyan youth are not in school.  However, 

there is hope for children in Narok, Kenya where Nasha exists, to ad-

dress the physical and spiritual needs of needy children from disadvan-

taged families, as well as orphans and street children.   

 

One empowering arm of NMI  is Nasha’s Creations, a Kenyan women’s artisan group that specializes in 

creating unique designs using colorful African textiles and traditional Maasai bead work.  This income-

generating project started with one desperate woman, Mama Sadera, who was seeking self-sustaining em-

ployment to provide for her family.  She approached Ellen Ombati, a NMSI (New Mission Systems Inter-

national) missionary who taught her how to sew and, thus, the evolving cottage industry began.  Four years 

later, four women—Mama Sadera, Mama Eune, Mary, and Charity-- are salaried employees, and seven 

additional women earn income assisting with piece work.  The creativity of these women is amazing, as is 

the rise in their self-esteem.  Also, the children of the mamas no longer go hungry and can now attend 

school with hopes of a better future.  Children are the future of every nation and community. 

 

I’ve witnessed the transformation in numerous children who are finally in school thanks to sponsorship and 

development projects that are funded by Nasha.  Not long ago, Nasha’s Creations was a seed of thought 

during a brainstorming session among a few women with “vision” and ideas for marketable crafts.  Ellen 

Ombati’s artistic talents and desire to aid women and children were the impetus.  Following the planning of 

a successful fund-raising event hosted in Louisville in Summer 2010, Nasha’s Creations grew from one 

sewing machine and one employee to a small business of good reputation, to a curio shop in Narok, Kenya 

where tourists can shop en route to the Maasai Mara Game Preserve. 

 

As a LBST student who desires to make a positive difference in the world, consistent with my program title 

which is Mission Work in Africa: Humanitarian Aid, Advocacy, and Service in Impoverished/Vulnerable 

Communities, it has been my passion to promote child sponsorship, and “adopting a doll” is an affordable 

option for most Americans.  In Kenya, the disadvantaged cannot depend on government aid or school lunch 

programs. So I continue to make others aware of the realities, annually host a Nasha’s Creations craft sale 

at my home, and market the beautiful Kenyan products at art fairs and various events locally.  It’s a small 

but meaningful way to support the youth, families, and community where part of my heart resides and 

where my children--represented by dolls with matching names--can succeed in school.  I envision them as 

future teachers, nurses, doctors, lawyers, counselors, civic leaders, and parents who can provide an educa-

tion for their own children.  Student sponsorship is an effective intervention that helps break the cycle of 

extreme poverty, improves literacy rates, and strengthens a community.  Just let former sponsored children 

tell their personal stories, including UofL graduate and elite runner Wesley Korir who advocated for chil-

dren at Nasha’s first fundraiser and continually gives back to provide opportunities for other children.  The 

cycle of change starts with awareness, then action, and the rewards are far reaching. 
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Adopt a Doll and Send a Kenyan Child to School 
by Kathy Carden, LBST major 

Nasha Creations Women 
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Likewise, the lives of the Nasha women benefit from positive employ-

ment.  Mama Sadera’s depression has been replaced by smiles and 

laughter and pride in her work.  Mama Eune, also a depressed victim of 

abuse, was given courage to carve out a new life for herself and her 

children. Previously, her street vendor business was destroyed by a 

flash flood with no means of recovery.  She was offered a livelihood 

through Nasha’s Creations when she began knitting sweaters for the 

dolls to complete their school uniforms, just like the children wear.  

Although she never had the opportunity to finish high school herself, 

she can now afford to send her children to school. Furthermore, she 

fosters a Nasha-sponsored child and has become a confident leader in 

the community. 

 

Charity and Mary have similar life-changing stories.  Mary grew up in absolute poverty and was a spon-

sored youth through high school.  When her mother died, the mamas of Nasha surrounded her with loving 

support, and she was invited to join the craft business so that she did not have to live on the streets.  Char-

ity never had the opportunity to finish school because her father became ill and surgery costs depleted fam-

ily resources.  As a mother of three children and wife of an alcoholic husband, she recalls difficult days 

when there was not enough money for food.  Now she is thankful for a steady income through Nasha’s 

Creations that has eradicated the pain of those struggles, and her children can think clearly in school unhin-

dered by hunger. 

 

Charity is trained in tailoring and dressmaking, and I’ve enjoyed wearing the beautiful skirts and purses 

that she designed. I’ve purchased also many other useful products such as journals, aprons with Swahili 

sayings, cosmetic bags, potholders, passport holders, Christmas ornaments, and beaded jewelry for myself 

and for gifts.  Internationals recognize their authenticity and locals admire the colorful handiwork.  Profits 

from sales are reinvested in the school children in the form of assistance with school uniforms, school ma-

terials, school fees, extra tutoring, camps, and rehabilitation and training programs. Best of all, more chil-

dren are directly sponsored in school uniform when dolls are adopted. 

 

The goal for 2014 is to provide school uniforms for 250 children, and the dolls are a wonderful way to 

sponsor a child for one year through a tax-deductible donation of $50.00.  The adorable dolls are a gift to 

anyone who provides a child with a school uniform.  Sponsors can be satisfied in knowing that they have 

made a meaningful difference in the life of a child waiting to go to school.  The smiles of the children are 

priceless as they walk up the hill to Christian Eminent Academy, attentively sit in the classroom, and take 

their learning seriously with a heart of gratitude. 
 
Kathy’s Note:  Individuals or groups who are interested in learning more are welcome (“karibu”) to contact me 
(kmcard01@louisville.edu) or Ellen Ombati  (ellenombati@nmsi.org) or visit Nasha Ministries International on Facebook. 

Page 3 

Kathy Carden’s program title is  Mission Work in Africa:  Humanitarian 
Aid, Advocacy, and Service in Impoverished/Vulnerable Communities 

Kathy Carden at Kenya Fundraiser 

Maggie’s note:  Our majors have long indicated an interest in giving back to the campus or community but have been 
unable to unite around a goal.  Perhaps it’s time for majors to consider a broader, charitable effort.  The university and 
our city benefit from a great deal of benevolent action.    If any majors would like to meet and consider an international 
relief effort, whether Kathy’s relief for Kenyan children or otherwise, please do so! 

mailto:kmcard01@louisville.edu
mailto:ellenombati@nmsi.org


 

I’m taking some vacation time and will be out of the office for winter break after Tuesday, December 
17th.  For you December degree applicants, I’ll check PeopleSoft for your final grades and verify degree 
completion from home.   

On December 9th, I submitted my resignation effective January 6th.  It is not easy leaving what I con-
sider to be the university’s most wondrous people.  It has been my pleasure to work with my colleagues 
and especially with such interesting, motivated, creative students.  I have loved working with you.   

I wish each of you joy, health, and success (however you define it).  

 

Out of Office and Last Day 
by Maggie Noffke 

The approaching New Year will mark the departure of a cherished member of our “Liberal Studies” 
family.   After more than 12 years of service as the Senior Counselor for Liberal Studies, Maggie Noffke will 
soon be saying farewell to Stevenson Hall and the University of Louisville.  Maggie’s last day in the office will 
be Monday, January 6th, 2014.  In the Christian calendar, January 6th is feast of the Epiphany.  It commemo-
rates the journey of the Three Magi – astronomers from Persia – who studied the stars to predict the future. 

Maggie has worked for more than a decade to help Liberal Studies majors predict and prepare for their 
own futures.  Towards the close of each semester, as I hold exit interviews with our graduating seniors, one of 
my questions is: “What is your assessment of the advising you have received here in Liberal Studies?”  Over 
the years, the responses have been uniformly positive, enthusiastic, and heartfelt.  “Fantastic, well-informed, 
always thinking of the student’s best interests, a real friend, quick to respond, helpful, knows EVERYTHING, 
sticks with problems till they are solved, caring” . . . These are words that describe Maggie Noffke, and the 
impact she has had on the lives of so many students. 

We wish Maggie every success as she bids us farewell, and embarks on a new phase of her career.  

PLEASE NOTE:  During this transition and until the next advisor is hired, please direct your questions to 
Dr. John Hale.       jrhale@louisville.edu  or 502 852 2248 

The Crow’s Nest                                       by John R. Hale 


