Linda Rogers
<laroge01@gmail.com>

Office: Stevenson 413 ~ Hrs: MW 3:15-4 & TR 2:45-4
Phone: 852-4737; Mailbox in HM 315 (English Dept. office)
Fall 2013: Liberal Studies 300-01, Forms of Interdisciplinary Inquiry
Thursday, 4:00-6:45 – We will move from HM 216 to Stevenson 307 near the beginning of the term.
Course Description:  The course will investigate several forms of inquiry used in contemporary academic disciplines, emphasizing individual experiences in a variety of fields.  Students work to gain an overview of higher education and its historical context, as well as looking at its contemporary functions and considering its future roles.  As part of the course work, students will read, reflect, write, and make individual and group presentations—and occasionally attending guest lectures or other activities during our class sessions.
Goals / Learning Outcomes:  Through readings, discussions, and class presentations, you will enhance your understanding of Liberal Studies, disciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches to learning, and significant issues in American higher education.  We will work toward these projected outcomes: (1) learning to address complex issues as you take different perspectives into consideration, (2) demonstrating your knowledge of the basic content and methods of your areas of concentration, and (3) demonstrating your ability to write and speak about issues from the perspectives of the disciplines that comprise your areas of concentration.  
Work Requirements: (1) To further your awareness of complex issues in higher education, including interdisciplinary pursuits and the quest for social justice, we will read and discuss various materials throughout the course.  As evidence of your engagement in our work, you will participate in leading class discussions and keep a weekly journal* of reflections on our course activities.  I will respond to your journal entries each week—and later in the term, to your accumulated portfolio material.  During our time together xt, we will generate an extended range of discussion topics and collaborative projects that will be enhanced by presentations by you, your classmates, and our guest speakers.  (2) To demonstrate knowledge of the content and methods of your areas of concentration, you will give an initial presentation on your Liberal Studies program, including a discussion of your studies in your areas of concentration.  (3) To demonstrate your ability to write and speak about issues from the perspective of the disciplines that comprise your areas of concentration, you will make at least one major presentation exploring these areas in greater depth.  Because your goal is to help others understand your work, you may decide to explain how the approach taken in one or more key areas of concentration may compare to and interact with other areas, as well as explaining how you plan to incorporate your areas of interest in the future.
* Turn in your weekly journal entry before class.  Each entry should be equivalent to one or more typed pages in length (preferred font size: 11 to 13).  I encourage you to e-mail your entry, but you may also submit it during English 309 on Tuesday (4:00 in HM 119) or deliver it to my mailbox in HM 315.  I expect informal but coherent responses to your experiences in the course, with a significant part of each entry reflecting on the topics generated in our discussions. In addition, you may want to write about (1) guest lectures or other university activities: Respond to aspects of these events that are significant to you, especially in terms of your academic or vocational interests; (2) your own work:  Explain what you are studying, how your work is going, and what you are learning in the process.  If you wish, discuss aspects of college life not related to Liberal Studies itself, while continuing to focus on the pursuit of a college degree; and (3) student presentations: Comment on presentations by your classmates.  I expect most of you to complete major electronic presentations of your own work, so your portfolio may include only a brief summary of your presentation.  However, all journals and other completed work requirements should be represented by supporting materials in your final portfolio.

   Basic Grading Criteria:
  A - Work that is thorough, imaginative, and thoughtful, with active participation in class assignments, discussions, & other activities 

  B - Good work that moves beyond basic requirements to demonstrate engagement in assignments, discussions, & other activities

  C - Acceptable work; “doing the minimum to get by” 
  D - Some assignments complete without adequate participation in class activities

  F - Few or no assignments complete; inadequate participation in class

   Also, a plus (+) is assigned to work exceeding the requirements for a given grade; minus (-) to work falling below these requirements. 

Special note: As you know, class sessions are occasions for individuals to work together to fulfill the requirements of the course.  Therefore I expect everyone to pay attention to each speaker and to refrain from using cell phones or other electronic equipment outside the boundaries of our class work.  If you must answer a silent call or text, do so outside the classroom.
Other Course Policies: 
(1) Assignments:  You are responsible for keeping up with all of the course work, including weekly journal entries and presentations.  Keep all work done for this class to demonstrate your fulfillment of the written requirements for the course.  (To avoid losing track of your completed journal entries, save each on a reliable storage device and send a copy to your own e-mail account.)

(2) Due dates:  Journal entries and presentations are due on the assigned dates.  If you have a problem with a due date, discuss it with me privately as soon as possible.  
(3) Attendance:  Your course work involves participation in discussions, attending lectures, and working with your classmates, so regular attendance is essential.  Because we meet only once a week, I expect to hear from you if you must be absent from class.  Send a message to <laroge01@gmail.com> or call 852-4737.
Special Conditions or Disabilities:  If you have a condition or disability that may impair your ability to complete assignments or otherwise satisfy course criteria, please arrange to meet with me to identify, discuss, and document any feasible instructional modifications or accommodations.  You should notify me no later than the second week of this semester, or no later than the end of the second week after a disability or condition is diagnosed, whichever occurs earliest.  (Contact the Disability Resource Center, 852-6938, for further assistance.)
Grievance Procedure:  If you have questions or concerns about grades, the class, or any assignment, see me as soon as possible.  If you remain unsatisfied, you may arrange to see Dr. John Hale (852-2247).
Calendar:
Monday, Aug. 26:  First day of class

(Fri., Aug. 30: Last day to drop or add)

(Mon., Sept. 2:  Labor Day – no classes)
Wed., Sept. 18: Last day to apply for degree
(Mon.-Tues., October 7-8:  Midterm Break – no classes)
Thursday, October 17:  Last day to withdraw

Thursday, November 21: Due date for final portfolios
Wed.-Sun., November 27-December 1:  Thanksgiving Break – no classes
Thursday, December 5:  Last day of class; portfolios returned
Tuesday, Dec. 10 (“Reading day”): 2 to 4 pm – My hours for returning late portfolios in Stevenson 413
(Wed.-Tues., December 11-17:  Final Exam Period (no final in this class)
Tues., Dec. 17:  Degree date / Thurs., Dec. 19: December commencement
Continuity of Instruction:  In the unlikely event of severe weather or other problems requiring the university to cancel classes, I plan to continue our work online, using electronic software (Blackboard) and e-mail correspondence. 
Please note: I reserve the right to make changes in the syllabus when necessary to meet learning objectives, to compensate for missed classes, or for similar reasons.  Whenever possible, such changes will be announced in class as well as on Blackboard.
TENTATIVE COURSE PLAN
8/26 – Journal entry, syllabus and introductory material, & first presentation sign-ups.  We will begin to look at various perspectives on higher learning, sharing observations and reflections with one another.  
First journal entry: Write for 20 minutes or so about how you came to be here today.  Consider some of the following suggestions as you write:

(1) Did your family or friends offer advice about higher education or specific colleges?  Did some of them tell you stories about their own experiences with vocational or academic schooling after high school?

(2) What did you know or assume about the college experience before you arrived?  Before enrolling here, did you have previous experiences with college classes (including advanced placement programs)?
(3) How did you come to attend U of L? 
(4) What led you to consider the Liberal Studies program?

After this writing session, we will begin to discuss our educational experiences and aspirations, as well as our areas of interest in higher education.
Syllabus: I will go over this briefly, but I welcome additional comments or questions at any time.

Introduction to the course material: We’ll discuss focal points of the course and primary concerns in higher education.  One of our goals will be to envision a better future for colleges and universities.  I will start our discussion with a review of the history of higher education.  Then I will ask each of you to think about the aspects of the American college experience that interest you most, including emerging trends, whether recent or more historically observed; questions about inclusion and access for everyone who wants to participate in postsecondary education; rising costs and student debt; academic departments; professors; students; leaders and administrators; technology in and beyond the classroom; and graduate studies.  We will also work to gain perspective on how American postsecondary institutions differ from those elsewhere in the world.  As you develop your interests, I will ask that each of you decide on several aspects to investigate further so that you can present your findings and help to lead our class discussions in future sessions. 
Homework for September 5th: We will begin our discussions about the college experience by looking at our own and others’ experiences in more detail.  Write a journal response about preparing for college—what seems to work well and possibly not so well.  Discuss your experience or observations with guidance counselors and others who have offered advice on how to prepare for college academically, financially, or in other ways.  Who seemed most and/or least helpful?  Did you attend programs designed to help you make choices about majors or special programs?  Who was a positive (or negative) influence on your plans for college?  Did you visit this or other campuses, attend orientation sessions, or take classes like U of L’s “Gen 101”?  We will discuss these aspects of the college experience when we meet again on the 5th and 12th.  General homework reminder: For each class session, turn in a response equivalent to 1 or 2 double-spaced pages.  Bring a printout to Eng. 309 on Tuesday at 4:00 (HM 119), or send an e-mail to laroge01@gmail.com by Wednesday, or put it in my mailbox (HM 315) by 2:30 Thursday.  
Note that class sessions will include guest speakers and student presenters as well as class discussions.  For our first guest speaker, I have invited Dr. Hale to come on September 5th.  After Dr. Hale or others come to speak, 

include a response to the speaker or to a notable presentation.  Also, if you know people who are knowledgeable about and willing to discuss situations or events related to our work, please ask if they are willing to share some of their observations and experiences with you—or with the class as a whole—in order to extend the range of ideas and information available to the class.
9/12 to 11/14 – We will decide together on how we will focus our attention for the remainder of the course, determining which topics you will investigate further as individuals.  As we finish the brief presentations, I will pass out another sign-up sheet for the major presentations that will take us to the end of the term.  Homework assignments will be discussed in class and on Blackboard.
11/21 – Final presentations and collection of portfolios.
11/28 – Thanksgiving Break – no classes
12/5 – Last day of class; portfolios returned.

On Tuesday, 12/10, I will hold two extra hours in my office in Stevenson 413 from 2 to 4 p.m. to return portfolios as needed.
