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The LALS Program is thrilled with our new LALS Student As-
sistant and LALS Club President, Maria Shields! Mar²a is a 
double major in LALS and Public Health, and began working as 
the LALS Student Assistant in August, thanks to a generous 
scholarship from the A & S Deanôs Office. You can thank Mar-
ria for designing this lovely newsletter, keeping the LALS web-
site and Facebook page up to date, and sending important mes-
sages through our LALS Service Account. As a 2018 Panama 
Scholar, Maria also serves as an Ambassador for that program. 
She promoted our Panama Program at the Celebremos Hispanic 
Heritage Festival this September, with assistance from Jake the 
LALS Therapy Dog. Jake joined the Buchanan household on 
March  15, 2018, and began working at the LALS Offices in 
April. He greets everyone who comes to visit us in Stevenson 
305-306 with much enthusiasm, not to mention everyone he 
sees outside at the LALS Tranquility Garden. Is it a coincidence 
that there has been a marked increase this semester in the num-
ber of students enrolling in the LALS Major, Minor, and Gradu-

ate Certificate degree programs? After months of training with Mary Beth Sherwood (ñThe 
Dog Ladyò), Jake will soon earn an official certificate himself as a real Therapy Dog. Stop 
by and see Jake to lower your stress! áBienvenidos Mar²a y Jake! 

Dr. Abby C·rdova Presents the LALS Heritage Lecture  
 on Central American Migration  

On October 3, 2018, Dr. Abby C·rdova, 
Associate Professor of Political Science 
at the University of Kentucky, presented 
the 17th Annual LALS Heritage Lecture, 
which focused on the controversial and 
timely topic of migration from Central 
American countries to the United States. 
During her engaging presentation, 
ñCrime, Violence and Migration: Conse-
quences for Democracy n the Americas,ò 
Dr. C·rdova provided facts and trends 
concerning immigration and deportation, 
explained the reasons for migration, and discussed the criminalization of Latino immi-
grants and the impact of migration on democracy in Latin America. The next day, she 
spoke to students of Dr. Tricia Grayôs LALS 310 Introduction to Latin American Studies 
class about gang warfare in her native country of El Salvador, focusing particularly on the 
Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) and Mara 18 gangs.  She explained how gang members have 
taken control of neighborhoods and become political players, making it more difficult for 
government representatives and political candidates to visit neighborhoods and mobilize 
residents to play an active role in their communities. During this lecture, Dr. C·rdova dis-
pelled myths about undocumented immigration of gang members to the United States. My 
classmates and I were very impressed by Dr. C·rdovaôs enthusiastic and informative 
presentation, because it came from the perspective of a native of El Salvador who has a 
personal interest and stake in research on Central American migration. Dr. C·rdovaôs 
campus visit was co-sponsored by CODRE: The Commission on Diversity and Racial 
Equality; the Department of Criminal Justice; the Hispanic Latino Faculty and Staff  As-
sociation; the A & S Office of International, Diversity, and Engagement Programs; the 
Department of Political Science; the Student Success Center; and Latin American and La-
tino Studies.   

ð Mariela Ram²rez, LALS Major 

LALS Welcomes New Assistants: Maria Shields & Jake 
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Latin American and Latino Studies Co-Sponsored Events 

7th Annual South Fourth Street Day of the Dead Celebration 

Witness for Peace in Cuba: ñCuba, You Canôt Blockade Hopeò 

On October 18, 2018, Alicia S®vila Hidalgo, from Havanaôs Martin Lu-
ther King Center for Peace and Justice, gave a lecture about Cuban histo-

ry, from its origins to the Cuban Revolution, the blockade, and the current 
situation on the island. She works in Matanzas, Cuba as a pastor, ecumeni-
cal leader and prison educator focusing on gender and liberation theology. 

S®vila Hidalgo is optimistic about recent changes because she says that 
Cubans are now finally moving forward after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, known as the ñSpecial Period,ò which took a huge toll on the is-

landôs economy and rationing policies in the 1990ôs. She explained that 
Cubans want social and economic changes to result from the islandôs own 
will power as a sovereign nation. Cuba is big on giving social services, 

such as healthcare and education, which are free to all Cubans; however, 
with the new reforms, citizens are fearful that those benefits may be taken 
away from them. Now there is a good opportunity to have a more civil and democratic conversation in which 

the general public has a say. S®vila Hidalgo advocates these changes because she wants to see a Cuba thatôs not 
the playground of other countries or a nation tainted by the stereotype of the communist ñRed Scareò of 50ôs 
and 60ôs. As a Cuban born during the ñSpecial Period,ò and later raised in Louisville, I hope these changes do 
improve Cuba; however, Iôm not convinced it will happen in the near future because change take time.  

This lecture was co-sponsored by the Braden Institute, LALS, the Cultural Center, the Department of Womenôs 

and Gender Studies Program, The Liberal Studies Project, and the Commonwealth Center for Humanities and 
Society. ð Amaray Coca-Venegas, LALS and Spanish Major (pictured to the left, with the speaker and LALS 
Major, Mariela Ram²rez to the right)  

For the past seven years, on the first Friday in November, the Latin 
American and Latino Studies Club has organized an ñarmyò of volun-
teers to assist with the activities for children at the Annual SoFo Day of 
the Dead Celebration. This year, the turnout for volunteers was magnifi-
cent! More than 50 volunteers signed up to help, including LALS stu-
dents, my classmates from Dr. Buchananôs Spanish conversation class, 
and Spanish Club students from St. Francis H.S. and Sacred Heart. Many 
Mexican families came to celebrate el D²a de los Muertos, providing a 
great opportunity for volunteers to speak Spanish. Despite the cold 
weather, many families came to 
celebrate el D²a de los Muertos, 

some with children whose faces were already painted. If not, the LALS 
Club had a table for face-painting, which ended up being our most popu-
lar! We also had stations for decorating sugar skulls, making dancing 
skeletons, creating beautiful paper flowers, and coloring. To make things 
even more awesome, there was live entertainment, authentic Mexican 
food and drinks for sale, and festive Day of the Dead items to buy in the 
retail shops, especially in Craft[s] Gallery and Mercantile. 

ð Autumn Robinson, Spanish Major   


